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Freeze your fat away 


^coeJicylpftifKj the only fat freezing system that is PERMANENT. 

www.coolsculpting.co.uk | www.youtube.com/coolsculpting 


We design a program for each individual - non 
invasive procedure and can fit into your daily life. 


Freeze those stubborn areas of fat that diet 
or exercise don’t touch - get the body you desire 


Safe, non-surgical treatment with results similar to Liposuction. 

• 1000s patients worldwide 

• Fat cells frozen and destroyed away over weeks 

• Good for spare tyres, love handles and all areas that dieting 
and exercise cannot treat 

• No needles 


Virtually painless 


“First Treatment 1/3 OFF with this advert’ 


For an individual program that will change your life call: 

Ashford 01233 661662 | www.wellsclinic.com 




















The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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When economy picks up 
will services come back? 


DEPENDING on what side of the 
political divide you find yourself on, 
you will either feel this week’s Kent 
County Council budget decision is 
driven by pure hard economics, or a 
political agenda. 

Regardless, the implications of the 
relentless central Government cuts 
to local spending is extremely 
painful and, in this year of a general 
election, likely to be the basis of 
much local political discussion over 
the coming months. 

The big question, of course, is just 
what happens to local author¬ 
ity spending once the 
economy starts to improve? ^ 
Arguably, once the clam-like 
grip on the public purse is 
loosened, we are quite 
entitled to see the spending 
in key services increase 
dramatically. 

We should expect to _ 

see facilities run for 
the good of our 
communities, 
operated by 



publicly-funded organisations so we 
have an ownership of them. That 
they are protected. 

We do need to all be alive to the 
danger of steps being taken now in 
the spirit of austerity which we will 
never be able to reverse in the future. 
That is something we need to guard 
against to ensure any claim of an 
ideology underpinning the austerity 
measures is confirmed or denied. 

We’ve got a big article on the KCC 
debate inside this week’s edition. As 
you can imagine, it has split opinion 
right down the middle. See page 11. 
Another thing to split 
opinion is the phenomenon 
that is 50 Shades of Grey. As 
the movie hits the big screen 
this weekend, we look at how 
author EL James went from 
Kent student to international 
publishing success story. And a 
very rich one too. Read 
more on page 8. 
Whatever you 
get up to, enjoy 
your weekend. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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WINTER SALE NOW ON 

20,000 square feet of furniture and beds greatly reduced 


Hamilton 

3 seater powered double reclining sofa 
Usual price £1999 Sale price £1599 
Powered recliner chair Usual price £1249 
Sale price £999 Manual options also available 


Pisa 

3 seat leather sofa 
Usual price £1349 

Sale price £999 

Designed and manufactured in Italy 


Hollywood 

250cm slider wardrobe with lights 
Usual price £2199 Sale price £1699 

Various combinations of finishes, ask in-store 
Free delivery and assembly included 


Relyon Royal Edinburgh 

King Size pocket spring, 

2 x drawer divan set 
Usual price £2099 Sale price £1199 



Easy Parking - Free Delivery (Ts & Cs apply) 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463550 | www.nasons.co.uk 
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Finally, academy secures 
essential funding boost 



By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


FIFTEEN of the county’s schools 
have cashed in on a vital share of a 
£6 billion funding package to 
improve their sites. 

For some schools, the money has 
been viewed as essential - with 
both grammars and high schools 
in desperate need of repairs and 
renovations. 

Among those to receive a share 
of the funds was Margate’s 
Hartsdown Academy. 

It had originally been earmarked 
to receive money from the Labour 
Government’s Building Schools for 
the Future programme in 2010. 

But just weeks before it was due to 
benefit, the incoming Coalition’s 
then education secretary, Michael 
Gove, scrapped the scheme. 

Two years later, it kept its 
collective fingers crossed it would 
secure funds through the Priority 
School Building Programme. 

But when the first 261 schools 
across the UK were announced, 
Hartsdown missed out again. 

Principal Andrew Somers 
claimed, as a result, the academy 
was formed to spend more than 


£100,000 every year to “keep the 
building together”. 

This week Mr Somers was told his 
school would receive millions to invest. 

He said: “It has been a long road 
since the disappointment of missing 
out of the Building Schools for the 
Future programme just weeks 
before we were due to sign that 
project off. So this is fantastic news.” 

A full timetable of when work 
will commence will be revealed in 
the autumn. 


Among the other secondary 
schools benefitting are Simon 
Langton Girls’ Grammar in Canter¬ 
bury, Rainham’s Howard School, 
the High Weald Academy in 
Cranbrook, Faversham’s Abbey 
School, the Mayfield Grammar in 
Gravesend, Pent Valley in Folke¬ 
stone, Lenham’s Swadelands, St 
John Fisher in Chatham, Dover 
Grammar School for Boys, and the 
Folkestone School for Girls. 

Education secretary Nicky 


Morgan said that the funding was 
helping to create a level playing 
field for children, regardless of 
their background. 

She added: “As part of our long 
term economic plan, we have 
continued to invest in school 
buildings which will ensure we can 
deliver even more great new schools, 
transform the learning environment 
for tens of thousands of pupils and 
their teachers whilst delivering value 
for money for the taxpayer.” 


Motorists clocked at 146mph 
roaring down our motorway 


Killer Noye could be 
out of jail ‘in weeks’ as 
he gets parole hearing 


M2 5 road rage killer Kenny Noye 
could be freed by a probation panel 
‘within weeks’ - some 15 years after 
he was finally jailed for the brutal 
roadside stabbing of 21-year-old 
Stephen Cameron. 

Mr Cameron, from Dartford, was 
killed on the Swanley interchange in 
1996. He was stabbed by Noye with a 
nine-inch knife after an apparent 
altercation over their driving. He 
died in the arms of his 17-year-old 
girlfriend. 

Noye fled, however, and was 
finally tracked down to Spain. He 
was arrested and found guilty of 
murder at the Old Baily in 2000. 

He was told he should serve a 
minimum of 16 years behind bars. 

But on Friday, the Sun newspaper 
reported Noye had been granted a 
Parole Board hearing. And that could 
result in him finally being freed. 

Noye, now 67, lived in West Kingsdown 
when he attacked Stephen Cameron. 

He was certainly no stranger to 
the police. 


He spent eight years in jail for his 
role in the Brink’s-MAT robbery in 
1983 - dubbed at the time ‘the crime 
of the century’. 

He was part of the gang that stole 
£2 6m worth of gold bullion from a 
warehouse at Heathrow. 

As part of the police investigation 
in 1985, Noye was flagged up as a 
suspect after jetting to Jersey with a 
bag stuffed with £50,000 in £50 
notes. With his house under 
surveillance, Noye stabbed to death a 
police officer he found in the garden 
of his West Kingsdown home. 

However, a jury said it was in self 
defence and he escaped jail. The 
following year he was jailed for his 
role in the robbery. Sentenced to 14 
years, he served eight. 

Speaking to the Sun, Stephen 
Cameron’s father, Ken, said: “Noye 
should never be allowed out of 
prison. He left my son dying in the 
gutter and fled to Spain. I don’t 
believe for a minute he’s changed his 
ways.” 


TWO motorists hitting speeds of 
more than 145mph were clocked 
on the county’s roads, it was 
revealed this week. 

The Institute of Advanced 
Motorists said both were spotted 
travelling more than twice as fast as 
the national speed limit, by 
cameras on Fie Kent stretch of the 
M25 hitting speeds of 146mph; one 
near Swanley, the other near the 


THE county’s commuters were 
finally given some good news this 
week when it was confirmed free 
wifi would be made available 
across the Southeastern network 
from 2017. 

Rail minister Claire Perry made 
the announcement on Wednesday, 
revealing the Department for 
Transport has made around £50m 
worth of funding to install the 


Clacket Lane services, close to 
Sevenoaks. 

They were the worst cases of 
speeding in England, according to 
the organisation, which said there 
were just three other motorists in 
the country who exceeded the 
140mph barrier. However, of 
perhaps greater concern, was the 
fear the two motorists behind the 
wheel escaped prosecution. 


necessary equipment. 

The cash is liberated from 
money Network Rail, which 
manages the rail infrastructure, 
was forced to pay back to the 
Government for missing punctual¬ 
ity targets. 

Commuters have been left 
fuming recently after services 
were changed as a result of 
on-going work at London Bridge. 


Wifi boost as Southeastern 
to offer free web access 
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Cops and suspect rescued after getting stuck 


AN AIR rescue team had to fly to the rescue after a 
police chase saw both the suspect and pursuing 
officers get stuck in boggy marshland. 

The chase began when a Peugeot van failed to stop 
for traffic officers at Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, just before 
10.30pm on Thursday. After they fled the van, they ran 
onto Crayford Marshes, chased by police. 


A 19-year-old suspect became stuck, prompting 
emergency teams to rescue him. 

He was treated by paramedics showing signs of the 
onset of hypothermia. He was taken to hospital where 
he was arrested on vehicle and drug offences. 

Police officers stuck were also freed by the helicop¬ 
ter air rescue team. 


PM dodges call for fresh 
look at making a living 
wage’ the bare minimum 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


PRIME minister David Cameron has 
insisted to Kent on Sunday it is up to 
the employer as to whether they pay 
the so-called ‘living wage’ amid 
mounting concerns the minimum 
wage is not enough. 

On a visit this week to Medway, 
the Conservative leader was re¬ 
sponding to calls the Government 
should hike up the current mini¬ 
mum wage of £6.50 to help relieve 
the strain many families are feeling. 

Speaking to KoS after touring 
Chatham-based train and fishing 
simulator specialists Dovetail 
Games, he said: “I support the living 
wage, and think companies and or¬ 
ganisations that can pay the living 
wage should do so but I think it’s for 
them to decide rather than Govern¬ 
ment to mandate. 

“The important thing with the 
minimum wage is to create condi¬ 
tions where it can go up, and it has 
just gone up to £6.50 - the first real 



VISIT: David Cameron in Chatham 

terms increase there has been since 
the crash of 2008 and on current 
forecast it’s due to get to above £8 by 
2020, and I do support that. 

“Do I want to see increases in the 


minimum wage? Yes, I do - and I am 
sure we will. 

“The reason for having a low pay 
commission and having them as in¬ 
dependent from government is for 
them to set what they think is appro¬ 
priate and won’t cause problems, 
and that’s why they do that job. 

“The job of government is to try 
and create the conditions where 
wages can go up and that’s what has 
happened recently.” 

With just three months to go be¬ 
fore the nation goes to the polls, Mr 
Cameron has been keen to be seen 
on the side of business - where he 
perceives Labour has a weakness. 

The whistle-stop tour saw him 
visit Dovetail, a firm which em¬ 
ployed eight people six years ago and 
now has 98. 

The PM said: “We have got the 
conditions in place for the economic 
success we’re seeing to be felt by eve¬ 
rybody. Inflation is low, wages are 
now growing ahead of inflation, 
people are getting a pay rise, and 
that’s very good, and we want that 
to continue.” 



TRAGIC: Sacha Wheeler 

Tribute paid 
to tragic teen 
killed by train 

THE heart-broken family of tragic Sacha 
Wheeler - the Canterbury grammar 
school pupil killed after being hit by a 
train at a controversial level-crossing in 
Whitstable - have paid a moving tribute 
to their “amazing daughter”. 

Sacha, 14, a student at the Simon 
Langton Girls’ Grammar, was killed on 
the railway line at the Glebe Way 
crossing shortly before 6pm last Sunday. 

In a statement, her family said: “Our 
amazing daughter has been taken from 
us, our hearts are broken and our lives 
will never be the same again. We want 
to thank our family, friends and Simon 
Langton Girls’ Grammar School for 
their unwavering support and kindness 
towards us at this very difficult time.” 

British Transport Police officers are 
appealing for witnesses to the incident 
which took place at the Glebe Way level 
crossing. 

Detective Constable Paula Eustace said: 
“I would like to hear from anyone who 
might have seen Sacha in the minutes 
before her death. It could be the smallest 
piece of information, but it might help me 
piece together what happened.” 

Network Rail says it is reviewing the 
future of the crossing, which has seen 
other tragedies in the past. Contact BTP 
on 0800 405040. 


Hornby to relocate to 
Discovery Park site 

MODEL railway giant Hornby confirmed this 
week it was to leave its existing home in Margate 
- and set up a new base within the Discovery Park 
site in Sandwich. 

As of May 1, the company’s office-based 
operations will be housed at a 16,000 sq ft 
complex within the former Pfizer base. Around 
150 staff will be relocated. 

Manufacturing its products in Kent ended in the 
1990s - much of it now takes place in Asia. 

The company, which also produces Airfix kits 
and Corgi cars, announced last year it intended to 
leave the site - prompting fears it could leave Kent 
altogether. 

Nick Stone, group finance director, said: “In 
theory, we could have relocated anywhere. 

“However we were intent upon staying in east 
Kent for a number of reasons, not least because of 
the many loyal and experienced employees we 
have here, but also due to the area’s regeneration 
and transport links.” 


Freeview threat due 
to arrival of 4G masts 

SUPERFAST mobile telecommunication masts 
on Sheppey could be set to play havoc with 
digital TV reception. 

A number of 4G masts are to be set up around 
Sheerness to deliver mobile web speeds similar to 
those experienced at home. 

But due to the frequencies used - similar to that utilised 
by Freeview - it can have an impact on the quality of TV 
reception. Viewers can suffer from blocky images or 
loss of sound. Help, however, is at hand. 

The company at800 was set up by the mobile 
operators to provide filters and other assistance to 
households where TV reception is affected 

CEO Ben Roome explained: 1 ‘The new 4G mobile 
masts are bringing mobile broadband to Sheemess, 
but they do have the potential to disrupt TV reception 
for some households. We’re already helping viewers 
in the area and continue to offer support. We want to 
ensure that people know it’s our role to fix any 
disruption to Freeview due to 4G at 800 MHz and that 
there’s no charge for our support.’ ’ 


Petition pressure for 
community council 

A PETITION signed by 1,150 residents of Kennington 
calling for the creation of a community council has 
been delivered to Ashford Borough Council. 

It seeks to bring decision-making on local issues 
closer to home. 

The petition urges the council to conduct a 
Governance Review with the aim of forming a 
community council to serve Kennington, Little Burton, 
Bockhanger and Bybrook. This would have the same 
rights and responsibilities as a parish council. 
Signatures have been collected by Kennington 
Community Forum. 

Forum chairman Chris Morley said: ‘ ‘Community 
councils give neighbourhoods a stronger voice and 
help people feel more involved in the decisions that 
affect them. 

‘ ‘The number of signatures we have received is 
compelling evidence that Kennington needs the 
same level local representation and service provision 
that the rural areas of Ashford have had for over 100 
years.” 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Fire crews prepare for 
further strike action 


HOPES of a breakthrough in the 
long-running firefighters’ dispute 
over pensions have been extin¬ 
guished after the Fire Brigades 
Union (FBU) announced further 
strike action. 

Following a conference in 
Manchester, it confirmed a 24-hour 
strike “within the coming weeks”. 


Walk-outs in the past have seen 
Kent’s fire crews support their 
union’s campaign. 

Matt Wrack, FBU general 
secretary, said: “Firefighters are 
outraged at the behaviour of the 
Westminster fire minister Penny 
Mordaunt and her boss Eric Pickles, 
who misled Parliament by falsely 



claiming that they had introduced a 
statutory guarantee that a firefight¬ 
er failing a fitness test through no 
fault of their own would receive a 
full and unreduced pension.” 


Beach club plans up for 
discussion at Ramsgate 


A STATE-of-the-art beach club, 
boasting water sports facilities, 
cafe, restaurant and accommo¬ 
dation is to be considered for a 
former car park site in Ramsgate. 

Thanet District Council will 
consider the proposals for the 
Marina Road site when it meets 
on Thursday. 

The potential for the site was 


identified in the newly adopted 
Beach Management Plan, as 
part of a wider review of the 
district’s beaches to improve 
Thanet’s coastal areas. 

If the land is released, council 
officials will begin the process 
of seeking a suitable developer 
capable of progressing the 
concept. 


...also 


Have a say on pylons 


Car park is expanded 


CONSULTATION into the proposed 
Richborough Connection pylon route, 
linking Sandwich with Canterbury 
continues this week. 

Launched on Monday it is likely to be the 
last chance to have a say on the scheme. 


COMMUTERS will be able to take 
advantage of some 142 new car spaces 
created outside Orpington station. 

Unveiled last week, the £1.9 million 
expansion provides a second tier of 
parking and improved disabled facilities. 


Courier scam warning 

POLICE are reminding everyone to be on 
alert for a scam which sees a fake caller 
claiming to be from a bank and sending a 
‘courier’ around to collect their bank card. 

A series of incident have taken place 
across the county in recent weeks. 


Motorway lane closure 

MOTORISTS using the M20 motorway 
between junction six and five at Maidstone 
will see a 50mph speed limit and lane 
closures from 8pm next Saturday to 6am 
the following day. 

It allows for drainage work to take place. 



THE WINTER SALE 




Camden A stunning contemporary design offering a wide range of sizes, colours 
and accent chairs. 

3 Seater in D range fabric Was £1115 


Monte Carlo Stunning Italian design. 

196cm Extending dining table Was £2209 

EXTRA REDUCTION 


EXTRA REDUCTION 


CT27EL 01227 766655 



Highlight Hinged and 
sliding door robes in a 
wide range of colours 
with matching chests. 
6 Door Robe 

EXTRA 

REDUCTION 

(lights optional extra) 


LENLE/5 

sale 


FURNITURE | BEDS | CURTAINS | FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 
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Fifty Shades of success: Kent's 
role in EL James' £ 50 m success 


SO WHAT’S THE FUSS ALL ABOUT? 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


I T PROVED one of the publishing 
world’s most remarkable recent 
success stories... and this week¬ 
end the phenomenon that is Fif¬ 
ty Shades of Grey makes the in¬ 
evitable leap to the big screen. 

A blend of eroticism and drama, it 
will be the big hit over this Valentine’s 
weekend. 

And all the indications are the film 
will pump yet more money into the 
bulging bank account of the author 
EL James. 

But did you know the reclusive mil¬ 
lionaire spent her university days in 
the county? 

EL James - real name Erika Mitchell 
- went to the University of Kent back in 
the 1980s, where she studied history. 

Quite whether it was her university 
life which would go on to inspire the 
book remains unknown. 

What is for sure, is that 30 years 
later she would become one of the 
world’s biggest selling authors. 

Current estimates suggest that Fif¬ 
ty Shades - and its two sequels, Fifty 
Shades Darker and Fifty Shades Freed 
- have sold a staggering 70 million 
copies worldwide. 

The original has become the UK’s 


fastest-selling paperback of all time - 
a remarkable achievement for it is 
most definitely an adults-only read. 

What’s more, it has sparked a 
whole host of similar books by au¬ 
thors keen to cash in on this demand 
for saucy novels. 

For EL James, now 51, it has deliv¬ 
ered riches beyond her wildest dreams. 

At its peak, she made £12.6m in 
just eight months, raking in an in¬ 
credible £52,000 a day as copies flew 
off the shelf. 

It is thought, in total, she has made 
in excess of £50m - some £4m of 
which came for the film rights. 

Directed by Sam Taylor-Johnson, 
and starring Jamie Dornan, as Chris¬ 
tian Grey, and Dakota Johnson as 
Anastasia Steele, the film was pre¬ 
miered on Wednesday to a mixed 
critical response. 

It’s unlikely to stop the film becom¬ 
ing one of the year’s big hits, however, 
with two sequels already confirmed - 
the first of which will appear next year. 

For EL James, the success shows no 
signs of slowing just yet. 

Born in 1963, her father was Scot¬ 
tish and a BBC cameraman, her 
mother from Chile. 

She attended the Wycombe High 
School, a state grammar school for girls 
in High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, 
before she headed to Canterbury. 


UNLESS you’ve been living in a 
cave for the last few years, there 
has been no escaping the 
remarkable phenomenon which is 
Fifty Shades of Grey. 

But unless you’ve picked up a 
copy just what is it all about? 
Without going into too much of the 
nitty gritty detail, Fifty Shades 
follows the relationship between 
shy college graduate Anastasia 
Steele and the cool, suave 
business magnate Christian Grey. 

To cut a long story short, the 
book details their erotic pursuits 
with a heavy focus on such topics 
as bondage, domination and sado¬ 
masochism (BDSM). 

It has, as a consequence, not 
been short of controversy from 
those who suggest even consen¬ 
sual force is not something worth 


Having graduated, she started 
work as a studio manager’s assistant 
at the National Film and Television 
School in Beaconsfield - perhaps fol¬ 
lowing in the footsteps of her father 
who was a BBC cameraman - where 
she met her future husband Niall Le¬ 
onard, whom she married in 1987. 


bringing into the mainstream. 

But just why did this book, which 
was by no means unique in its 
approach, prove such a runaway hit? 

Rowan Pelling, former editor of 
The Erotic Review, explains: “Don’t 
be distracted by the hoo-ha around 
the BDSM contained within the 
novel, for this is S&M lite, present¬ 
ed palatably for the masses. 

“This is old-fashioned torrid 
romance concocted, it would 
appear, in a crucible of simmering 
housewifely hormones and 
dressed up for the 21st century." 

The film, however, remains a 
little bit of a mystery. Critics only 
got a real chance to view it a few 
days before release - and that’s left 
many to suggest it may not quite 
follow in the big money footsteps 
of the books. We wait to see. 


As a television producer, she went 
on to enjoy success with the likes of 
Kent comedy duo Vic Reeves and Bob 
Mortimer, producing their hit come¬ 
dy TV panel show Shooting Stars. 

Her husband was establishing a 
name for himself too. A scriptwriter, 
he wrote for the likes of Irish comedy 



drama Ballykissangel, Silent Wit¬ 
ness, Holby City, Monarch of the Glen 
and Wild At Heart. 

But it would be the passion - quite 
literally - of Mrs Leonard that would 
put both of their previous achieve¬ 
ments in the shade. 

Taking up the pen name 
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Keep Worm, Keep Well 

Spending over two hours at 12°C raises blood 
pressure, increasing the risk of heart disease and 
stroke, especially for people over 75, or with health 
problems. 


Look out for others who are alone this winter 

18°C - 21 °C is the ideal room temperature 

Check your heating system is working 

Stock up on basic food items 

Wrap up with lots of thinner layers of clothing 

Ask your GP about free flu and pneumoccal jabs (over 

65s and at-risk groups) 

Ask your pharmacist about repeat prescriptions and 
home delivery 


Find out if you're entitled to free help to keep warm 

Call 08000283172 

or, if you live in Swale 01795 417131 
www.kentgov.uk/health 


° 1 ) 


4 


W Follow us on Twitter 

@Kent_cc and #beawinterbuddy 
or join #winterfriends 


NHS 



Kent Community Health rzzza 

NHS Trust 

Can we bank 
on you? 

Are you looking: 

• to earn some extra cash? 

• for flexible working arrangements? 

• to work in an area with no 
permanent vacancies? 

• to slowly return to work after a break? 

Join our staff bank* from April for 
temporary work to support our teams 
in all our services. 

Roles include registered nurses and healthcare assistants, 
dental nurses, therapists, therapy assistants, administrators, 
receptionists, domestic and catering staff and many more. 

* Joining our staff bank is subject to a successful application and interview. 

Email kcht.staffbank@nhs.net or phone 01474 360819 
for more information. 

Apply online at www.kentcht.nhs.uk/jobs 
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Snowqueens Icedragon, she created a 
piece of fan fiction based on the popu¬ 
lar Twilight book and movie series. 

Published on the internet, it was 
well received... and would be the 
building blocks of what would be¬ 
come the Fifty Shades phenomenon. 


She once said: “The explosion of in¬ 
terest has taken me completely by 
surprise,” and added the books are 
“my midlife crisis, writ large. All my 
fantasies in there, and that’s it.” 

It may not be quite your cup of tea, 
but the Fifty Shades series has be¬ 


come a remarkable money-making 
machine and its release at the cinema 
is going to do nothing to calm the 
passion for the series. 

Fifty Shades of Grey is on general 
release (certificate 18 ) at cine¬ 
mas across Kent now. 



SUCCESS: EL James is the brains behind a publishing phenomenon 


ELLIE HITS THE HIGHS AGAIN TOO 


IT IS fitting, surely, that in the 50th 
anniversary of the University of 
Kent welcoming its first intake, its 
former students dominate the 
main streams of entertainment. 

EL James’ books may not be 
everyone’s cup of tea but from her 
time in Canterbury, she has gone 
on to remarkable success. 

And last weekend, connected to 
that same success, another former 
student dazzled too. 

Singer Elbe Goulding attended 
the university ten years ago. She 
didn’t complete her drama, 


politics and English courses, 
however, after being spotted 
during a university talent show. 

Already a huge hit, last Sunday 
she secured her second number 
one hit single. 

Love Me Like You Do is taken 
from the soundtrack to the Fifty 
Shades movie. 

Elbe is certainly no stranger to 
the county. 

Four years ago she made a 
memorable return to headline the 
2011 Lounge on the Farm music 
festival in the city. 



TAKE ADVANTAGE OF BRITELITE'S AMAZING 


WhicK? 


•AHS. 


WINTER 


TRIPLE I BUY NOW ISCRAPPAGE 


Ready whatever 
the weather! 


With only £100 deposit and 
nothing to pay for a year! # 


Call 


Save up to £3,000 off 
your new windows! 

0800 


*Off list price for orders placed by midnight 15/03/2015. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

#Buy Now Pay Later Example: Example, £2,500 less £100 deposit, balance £2,400 nothing further to pay for 12 months. 


Visit our website for a online quote 

windows.co.uk 


WWW.h 


ritelite 
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“I love my new smile , 
I cannot express my 
gratitude enough!” 

Jacqueline H, Yorkshire 


Implant Centres 


www.smileinaday.co.uk 


American Academy 
of Cosmetic Dentistry 

ACCREDITED MEMBER 


Do you or someone close to you have poor fitting false 
teeth, hopelessly decayed teeth or suffer from gum 
disease? We understand the frustrations people face, living 
with these issues, affecting your self-confidence, not being 
able to enjoy your favourite foods, and re-occurring pain 
and infection. 

With our revolutionary alternative to dentures, missing or 
loose teeth, you can have fixed dental implants and teeth 
in just one day. Giving you the smile you’ve dreamt of, 
quickly and simply. 

If you need all your teeth replaced, or just your lower or 
upper teeth, there is no more need for painful treatment 
that drags on for months, no more need for false teeth. 
Just a beautiful smile - all in one day. Our ‘Smile in a Day’ 
treatment will make you feel happy once more and lets you 
say goodbye to the bad teeth ruining your life. 


• A full set of teeth replaced in one day 

• Dental implants and fixed teeth placed in one day 

• Our clinical lead is General Dental Council registered 
Specialist Periodontist, Dr Michael Zybutz BDS, 
MSc (USA), Cert. Perio (USA) 

• Almost all patients can be treated without the 
need for bone grafting, even if you have been told 
you have no bone for implants 

• Finance options available 

Sound too good to be true? 

Visit our website or call today to arrange 

a FREE no obligation consultation. 

Call 01303 802109 


A full set of fixed 
teeth in just 
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Job cuts loom as opponents hit 
out at ‘toughest KCC budget yet’ 

Jamie Weir on the six-hour debate which ended up in a further £83.1m being slashed from services 



COUNCIL : A meeting on Thursday saw councillors finally back the Conservative administration’s budget for the year ahead. 


U P to 400 jobs are set to be 
lost at County Hall, after 
councillors approved 
what was branded a 
‘budget for the few, not 
the many’, by one political leader. 

After a lengthy debate in the coun¬ 
cil chambers, the budget will make 
savings of £83.1 million between 
2015 and 2016. 

It comes after central funding from 
Westminster was slashed once again as 
part of the Coalition’s austerity drive. 

A significant chunk of saving will 
come from the provision of adult and 
children’s services. 

But the Conservative administration’s 
proposed budget faced a rough ride. 

Not, it appeared, anyone at County 
Hall genuinely thought it would fail 
to be given the seal of approval. 

Red-faced bosses were forced to ad¬ 
mit the council’s press office had is¬ 
sued a statement to the media before 
the meeting had even started saying 
it had been approved. 

Leader Paul Carter said: “We need¬ 
ed to make £83.1m of savings. We’ve 
done that. 

“We’ve preserved and protected 
front line services and our hope and 
expectation is that many of those 
services will go on and continuously 
improve. 

“They may be delivered in slightly 
different ways but the goal is to make 
less money go further and support our 
residents in a good if not better way. 

“The outlook is pretty gloomy. Live 
with it, innovate, transform and we 
might be able to continue supporting 
our residents.” 


kk The outlook is 
pretty gloomy. Live 
with it, innovate, 
transform and we 
might be able to 
continue supporting 
our residents 9V 


Paul Carter, 

leader of Kent County Council 

As expected, we’ll all be expected to dip 
into our pockets too, with a rise of just un¬ 
der two per cent in our council tax bills. 

But political opponents rounded on 
the Tory group. 

During the debate, leader of the 
main opposition on the council, Rog¬ 
er Latchford of Ukip, took aim at what 
he called the council’s ‘vanity 
projects’. 

He told the chamber organisations 
like Visit Kent, Produced in Kent and 
Locate in Kent - which seek to pro¬ 
mote the county and, according to 
the Ukip leader, receive funding of 
around £3m from KCC - should have 
their costs examined, as ‘significant 
savings could be made’. 

Cllr Latchford also said the council 
should shut its Brussels office and 
youth centre at Hardelot in France to 
save cash. 

He was also not alone in demand¬ 
ing the street lights - switched off in 



LEADER: Tory chief Paul Carter 

some areas in a bid to save around 
£lm - should go back on. 

Gordon Cowan, leader of the La¬ 
bour group on the council, said mon¬ 
ey was still being frittered on unnec¬ 
essary schemes. 

He cited the £2.5m spent chasing 
Government approval for a grammar 
school in Sevenoaks as cash it could 
ill afford to spend. 

He said: “Every year, a budget that 
increases the council tax to the peo¬ 
ple of Kent but reduces the services 
delivered - that is unfair. 

“It is a budget for the few, not the 
many because there are initiatives 
like the Sevenoaks grammar school 
which KCC has thrown money at, de¬ 
spite it not being necessary. 

“The council has spent money 
hand over fist, and with no result. 


“None of the Labour group on the 
council voted for this budget, and 
that is because it is unfair. It looks to 
pay for projects like this school, in the 
affluent west of the county when 
frontline services are being cut back. 

“In my district in Aylesham, there 
used to be a youth centre. A place 
where the kids could go, and hang 
out off the streets. That is the kind of 
service getting cut, while grammar 
schools get funding. There isn’t a 
need, but it sums the budget up. It’s 
one for the rich few, while the many 
see their services cut.” 

Sevenoaks is hoping for the green 
light to a grammar ‘annexe’ of the 
girls’ only Weald of Kent Grammar in 
Tonbridge. 

But Tory chiefs insist they had their 
hands tied by Whitehall, describing the 
budget as “its most challenging yet”. 

John Simmonds, the Conservative 
member responsible for finance, said 
central Government had reduced the 
grant for the council by a total of 
£55.5m this year, bringing the total 
that the council had cut from its 
budget in the past five years to almost 
half a billion pounds. 

Cllr Simmonds said the rise in 
council tax could be justified by the 
fact that 75 per cent of respondents to 
the council’s budget consultation had 
said they would agree with a rise in 
council tax. 

Cllr Simmonds said: “The opinions 
of the people of Kent really do matter 
to us. 

“Our spending shows we have lis¬ 
tened carefully to the public and tak¬ 
en into account what services they 


value the most. 

“We learned that looking after the 
elderly and vulnerable and children 
of the county is a top priority for the 
public and we have therefore not only 
protected the services we offer this 
group but invested more money so 
additional resources can be provided 
where they are needed. 

“There is no doubt this is the most 
difficult and challenging budget that 
KCC has ever faced. 

“Balancing the books has been 
tougher than ever before but we have 
made savings where we can, while 
protecting frontline services, so that 
we can put additional resources 
where they are most needed.” 

He said children and adult social 
care would see a major thrust to drive 
efficiency, with investment in pre¬ 
ventative and support services. 

Cllr Simmonds added: “While these 
are tough times for everyone, I am 
confident that the Kent economy is 
beginning to see signs of recovery. 

“But there is a long way to go if we 
are to cope with so many years of re¬ 
duced government funding and in¬ 
creased demand on our services. 

“We have to continue to innovate the 
way we run the council and transform 
the way public services are delivered.” 

After six long hours of debate, the 
budget was finally agreed. Some 48 
voted for the budget with 29 against. 

Bringing the meeting to an end 
Paul Carter said “I think we have all 
had enough”. 

It will, no doubt, be a sentiment 
shared by those in the county faced 
with yet more cuts to services. 
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SLOWDOWN: It is feared the move could ultimately result in the much-needed 
housebuilding boom needed to kick-start the economy stalling once again 


. 
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PM’s benefits cap ‘a tax on south 
east’ claims housing association 

A leading housing organisation says that if a Tory promise to reduce benefits if they win the election 
becomes a reality many families in the county will be forced out. Jamie Weir examines the argument 


O NE of the county’s biggest 
social housing providers 
has branded plans to re¬ 
duce the benefit cap to 
just £23,000 a year a ‘tax 
on the south east’, saying that thou¬ 
sands of families could be forced out 
of their homes. 

It follows the recent announce¬ 
ment by Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron who made it an election pledge 
to slash the maximum amount of 
benefits from £26,000 to £23,000. 

He insists that by making the move, 
it would save taxpayers £13 5m a year. 

The PM insists this should create “a 
stampede to the JobCentre”. 

But Moat Housing, which has its 
central office in Dartford, says it is 
concerned over the impact of any 
such decision implemented by a fu¬ 
ture Tory government on struggling 
families. 

The affordable housing provider 
had already investigated the poten¬ 
tial impact of the previous benefits 
cap in 2013, stating then it could 
have serious impacts on people’s abil¬ 
ity to afford their homes. 

With a new cap proposal on the ta¬ 
ble, Moat Housing says if it’s tight¬ 
ened further, it is likely to have dire 
consequences for people who rely on 
housing benefit to help pay their rent. 

“Rent is likely to become almost in¬ 
stantly unaffordable for many people if 
the benefit cap is set at that level,” ex¬ 
plains Angelo Sommariva, public af¬ 
fairs and policy manager at Moat 
Housing. 

“That is likely to cause other, knock 
on impacts on those people, and also 
the wider economy.” 

The benefits cap was first intro¬ 


duced in April 15, 2013. It effectively 
limits the amount of benefits a per¬ 
son, aged between 16 and 64, is able 
to get, creating a ‘cap’ of £26,000. 

In its present form it has been one 
of the Government’s most popular 
policies, with polling company Ipsos 
Mori finding that 73 per cent of peo¬ 
ple support the cap in principle. Now, 
Mr Cameron says the cap should be 
lowered to £23,000. 

But that could force many in Kent 
to struggle given the soaring cost of 
rented accommodation. 

Under the proposed cap, Moat 
Housing says that all of its three-bed- 
room properties would instantly be¬ 
come unaffordable for its residents. 

Explained Mr Sommariva: “There 
is the possibility that people will end 
up in a spiral of debt if they are unable 
to pay for housing. 

“They could get desperate, and be 
forced into using expensive ways to 
pay rent like credit cards or payday 
loans which are likely to provide an 
immediate solution, but could end up 
causing longer term problems. 

“Once people are struggling like 
that, we normally see a serious in¬ 
crease in arrears.” 

Mr Sommariva says that if people 
don not take out expensive credit, 
they may be forced to cut back on liv¬ 
ing costs. 

He said: “People may end up being 
forced to dipping in to their living 
costs, with the result that they aren’t 
able to afford things like food or heat¬ 
ing for their house.” 

That isn’t good for anyone, as it has 
a constant domino-like effect on oth¬ 
er parts of the economy. A recent re¬ 
port into the potential impact of re¬ 


ducing benefits on affordable home 
provision showed that new house 
building was unlikely to take place as 
a consequence. 

He said: “If people simply can’t af¬ 
ford a three-bedroom property, then 
we, and other housing providers can’t 
build them. Fewer houses end up get¬ 
ting built and the supply begins to 
dwindle across Kent.” 

There would be other potential im¬ 
pacts on areas as well, with the gen- 
trification of parts of the country be¬ 
ing likely as poorer people were 
‘pushed out’ of more expensive areas, 
says Moat Housing. 

“There’s a chance that people end 
up simply being transferred to areas 
with lower land values. It’s a tax on 
the south east,” said Mr Sommariva. 

He said: “The problem is, it’s not 
dealing with poverty, but just push¬ 
ing it around.” 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, leading 
Tory figures in the county support 
the pledge. 

Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone and 
the Weald, denied Moat Housing’s claim. 

She insists the cap won’t have as 
great an effect as it fears, and since 
the introduction of the benefit cap, 
those claiming welfare have changed 
their habits. 

She said: “We urgently need to re¬ 
store fairness to the welfare state. The 
benefit cap provides clear incentives 
for people to get into employment and 
will give taxpayers the assurance 
that the high claims of the past are no 
longer possible. 

“By guaranteeing that individuals 
will always be better off in work and 
putting an end to runaway benefit 
claims, the cap is having a real impact 



FEARS: Angelo Sommariva 

in changing attitudes and behaviours. 

“I understand since the cap was in¬ 
troduced, many households have 
made the choice to move into work or 
stop claiming housing benefit.” 

However, a report released earlier 
this week by Crisis - a homelessness 
charity - disagrees, with its chief ex¬ 
ecutive placing the blame for a rise in 
homelessness on benefits cuts by the 
current government. 

Jon Sparkes, chief executive of Crisis, 
explained: “This report reveals the true 
scale of homelessness in England, which 
headline figures no longer reflect. 

“Council officials are clear that ben¬ 
efit cuts and sanctions are taking a 
dreadful toll on people’s lives, with ris¬ 
ing numbers facing the loss of their 
home at a time when councils are be¬ 
ing forced to cut services. This is a des¬ 


perate state of affairs. 

“What this report clearly shows is 
that political choices have a huge im¬ 
pact on homelessness. We want to see 
manifestos that commit to tackling 
the woeful lack of affordable housing, 
reviewing sanctions and cuts to hous¬ 
ing benefit and to funding and sup¬ 
porting local homelessness services.” 

Those warnings are unlikely to be 
heeded by the prime minister, who 
also announced that if a Tory govern¬ 
ment were elected, he would dispense 
with housing benefits for those aged 
between 18 and 21-years-old. 

That policy would also adversely af¬ 
fect many says housing charity Shelter. 

Campbell Robb, the chief executive 
of the charity, said: “We need a wel¬ 
fare system that’s fair, but taking 
away the safety net that stands be¬ 
tween some young people and home¬ 
lessness would be a disaster. 

“Some young people simply don’t 
have the option of living with their 
parents - like those escaping an abu¬ 
sive household or thrown out because 
of their sexuality. 

“For the small number of young peo¬ 
ple who need help while they find work 
or get back on their feet, this part of the 
safety net is often the only thing that 
stands between them and the streets.” 

The prime minister said that the 
new cap he is proposing - which will 
save taxpayers £135 million a year - 
will be used alongside the savings 
from cutting young adults housing 
benefits, to help pay for three million 
new apprenticeships by 2020. 
■What do you think? Share your 
views and join the debate. Email 
us today at editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk. 
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Established 1981 


Over 57,000 customers! 



Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 in* VAT 


...Kent's 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


ym* u A- inc VA 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i&3« 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,268 ,£4 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,646 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,891 £1 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364“ 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,836£o 

7 WINDOWS 

£3.309 


.oo 

inc VAT 


.OO 

inc VAT 


.OO 

inc VAT 


.OO 

inc VAT 



20 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
v & Orangeries 


W 

Celebrating over 34 years 
of beautiful windows... 


» ■ ■ inc X 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 

£2,836 

WINDOWS 

£3,309^ 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! Order now for fitting before Christmas 





|| Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
jj Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 



Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
24th 
February 




AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 1028 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) I- 

HI RQJ 9QJ RQfi Open 6 days a week v bseni 2 iso-i 

w 1 WWW Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. | 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com S 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 




ONIONS: Tonnes of food is wasted each and every year 

Could gleaning 
help solve food 
waste dilemma? 


It has celebrity support and a growing number 
of farmers signing up. Jamie Weir looks at how 
the gleaning community is making a difference 


VERY time a farmer takes in his har¬ 
vest there is, inevitably, over matter 
which is never collected in. 

Perhaps spuds missed by the ma¬ 
chines, or onions that didn’t quite 
make the grade. 

And it is increasing every year as supermar¬ 
kets insist on only the most aesthetically pleas¬ 
ing produce, leaving farmers with perfectly 
tasty but unwanted vegetables. 

But rather than be gathered in, it is left to rot 
in the fields and simply ploughed back in ahead 
of the planting of the next crop. 

Quantities are not insignificant either. 

Tonnes and tonnes of perfectly usable crops 
are lost this way each and every year. That is, 
until now. 


Because there is a food revolution taking 
place, supported by some high-profile backers, 
And it is called ‘gleaning’. 

It is certainly nothing new. 

There are mentions in the Bible of people be¬ 
ing allowed to collect remains of the harvest 
once it had been gathered in... but with so 
much focus on food wastage and rising costs, it 
is once again becoming popular. 

The idea is very simple. Seek permission from 
a farmer, and then, at a pre-arranged time, 
head on to the fields and retrieve the veg. 

Among its high profile supporters are celeb¬ 
rity chef Jamie Oliver and farmer and TV star 
Jimmy Doherty. 

The duo featured the practice on a recent epi¬ 
sode of their popular Channel 4 show Jimmy 
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and Jamie’s Friday Night Feast. 

Mr Oliver said: “Gleaning’s a win, 
win. The farmer gets his fields cleared 
and the locals get free veg. But there’s 
an even more significant outcome. 
Gleaning can help get good food to 
those who need it.” 

Food poverty has become one of the 
primary reasons for gleaning’s rise in 
popularity; how better to help feed 
those in, or close to, poverty than with 
produce which would otherwise be 
ploughed back into the ground and 
which is packed with key nutrients 
and health benefits. 

The major gleaning group in Kent is 
part of the environmental charity 
Feedback, which campaigns against 
the problem of hunger. 

Its volunteer co-ordinator is Rachel 
Ledwith, who started gleaning in 
2014. 

She told KoS the work carried out so 
far has saved tonnes of food and 
delivered it straight to those most in 
need. 

She said: “Over the past year in Kent 
we’ve gleaned approximately 31 
tonnes of produce, up from 10 tonnes 
the previous year and donated it to re¬ 
distribution charities. 

“That equates to 512,500 portions 
of fruit and veg, across 25 gleaning 
days and using 159 volunteers in Kent 
alone. UK-wide, we’ve gleaned 110 
tonnes since we began in 2012.” 

She says it is on the rise too. It has 
recruited more volunteers and is now 
looking for more farms who are 
willing to allow its teams on their 
land. 

That, of course, is a key aspect of the 
practice. You need a willing farmer 
and his permission and it is that co¬ 
operation which is so important. 

The farmer benefits, the volunteers 


kk We aren’t a third 
world country, but so 
many are living hand 
to mouth here. It’s great 
to know the food we 
collect will go to people 
who face hunger. J J 


Rachel Ledwith, 

Co-ordinator, Feedback 

benefit, the charities benefit, and those 
unable to afford to feed their family 
with healthy food get fresh fruit and 
veg. 

Adds Mrs Ledwith: “We’ve now got 
around 300 volunteers who want to 
come out and help us harvest food, 
and we also have a total of 28 farms. 

“But we’d really like to have more, 
so that we get more opportunities to 
reduce food waste and help people in 
food poverty.” 

Those two strands are the 
important factor according to Mrs 
Ledwith. 

She said: “The great thing about us¬ 
ing gleaning is that it works to not 
only help highlight, and solve the 
problem of food waste, but it also 
brings the issue of food poverty to the 
forefront. 

“I was shocked when I learned how 
many people are going hungry in the 
UK. We aren’t a third world country, 
but so many people are living literally 
hand to mouth here. It’s great to know 
that the food we collect will go to help¬ 
ing people who face hunger.” 


All of the food harvested by the vol¬ 
unteer gleaners is from crops either 
rejected by the major supermarket 
buyers, or that is at the end of the sea¬ 
son and won’t be collected by the 
farmer for sale. 

Because of this, the charity has to 
work in collaboration with the farmer, 
who needs to invite them onto their 
land to collect the food when it’s likely 
to go to waste. 

One of the farmers who has worked 
with them in the past is Geoff Philpott, 


from Elmwood Farm in Broadstairs. 

He said: “It was a great pleasure to 
have the volunteers on the farm and 
great to see them enjoying themselves. 

“It’s a bonus for us to have the op¬ 
portunity to show people what we do 
and how we do things on the farm.” 

Gleaning, says Mr Philpott is an ex¬ 
cellent idea. 

He said: “It was good to see our 
products go to good use rather than 
the crops getting ploughed back into 
the ground. 


“The idea of gleaning fresh vegeta¬ 
bles that do not meet today’s ‘high ap¬ 
pearance’ criteria, but that are still 
very good, is a fantastic idea that helps 
a lot of less fortunate people.” 

The gleaners also have to work in 
partnership with groups that can dis¬ 
tribute the food - they are normally 
food banks. 

In Kent, Mrs Ledwith says that they 
work alongside three main foodbanks 
who are able to give the food to those 
in most need. 



We all need some... 



avantg 

care & support 


. _ f or someone with dementia? 

Are you caring »° 

At Avante Care and Support we understand the stresses of caring for someone with dementia. This often means putting 
your own life on hold and can be both difficult and exhausting for the carer. 

As a result we have developed a short term respite service at our Bridge Haven care home called 'My Time'. This flexible 
service offers people, caring for loved ones with dementia, a respite break and some much needed time for themselves. 

Whether it's a 2 hour break or a full day we can help. 'My Time' allows you to leave your loved one at Bridge Haven care 
home, safe in the knowledge that they will receive specialist care and attention. 

Prices start from as little as £10 per hour. 

Bridge Haven care home, Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX 


For more information or to book 'My Time' online visit 

www.avantemytime.org.uk or call us on 0800 975 0900 
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THE SCALE OF OUR FOOD WASTE PROBLEM 


SIS,. 


ACROSS the UK, the scale of food 
waste is increasing at an alarming 
rate as these figures demonstrate 

■ Almost six million people live in 
poverty in the UK, and this figure is 
on the rise according to the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. 

■ Around two million of these are 
children. 

■ The charity FareShare provides 
over 8.6 million meals each year 
across the country for 36,500 
people each day. 

So how do we solve the 
problem? 

■ Approximately 60 per cent of UK 
food waste is believed to occur in 


the supply chain and before food 
gets to your fridge - gleaning helps 
to reduce this. 

■ Cosmetic standards have been 
responsible for a tremendous 
amount of wasted food. In other 
words, supermarkets only accept 
good looking, classic shaped, fruit 
and vegetables. This was illustrated 
in the summer of 2012, when 
extreme weather conditions led 
supermarkets to temporarily relax 
their standards following pressure 
from the National Farmers’ Union. 
This saved an estimated 300,000 
tonnes of produce from the bin. 

■ Most people don’t care whether 
the food they eat is beautiful, or 
conforms to standards set by 
supermarkets according to a poll 


by the Institute of Mechanical 
Engineers. It revealed that 45 per 
cent of people say the appearance 
of fruit and vegetables ‘doesn’t 
matter’, while 26 per cent say they’d 
buy the cheapest regardless of 
what it looked like and 10 per cent 
say they would actively seek out 
imperfect looking produce. 

■ The Gleaning Network says food 
waste might also contribute to 
climate change in the UK. The 
group says that if everyone wasted 
approximately 25 per cent of their 
food, it could mean that 10 per cent 
of all greenhouse gas emissions 
would come from producing, 
transporting, storing and preparing 
food that is never eaten. As a 
consequence it also pushes up 
prices. 


She said: “We’ve managed to estab¬ 
lish a relationship with a group of char¬ 
ities who work as food banks. 

“It’s great that we have managed to 
build these relationships, as they can 
get the food directly to those most in 
need.” 

One of the organisations which has 
benefitted in Kent is FareShare. 

It’s a charity which takes delivery of 
donations of food before distributing it 
to other smaller charities and local 
community groups for them to use. 

A spokesman for the charity’s Kent 
wing, which has recently opened a 
new depot just outside Ashford, told 
KoS that gleaning was helping in the 
fight against hunger. 


She said: “We have received 
packages from the gleaning network, 
and always enjoy working with 
them. 

“It’s great, as it adds to the food 
we’re able to distribute which is bril¬ 
liant when there’s so much need. 

“It’s still fairly small scale at the mo¬ 
ment, but we’re hoping it grows in 
popularity as it’s terrible to think of 
good food going to waste when there 
are a growing number of people who 
need it.” 

■ What do you think? Share your 
views. Write to: The Editor, KoS, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, Ash¬ 
ford TN23 1PP. Or email us at edi- 
torial@kosmedia.co.uk. 





DAY OUT 
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MAKE THEIR DAY 
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Celebrating 70 


soffriendsh 


Join Thomas & Friends™ 
at a Heritage Railway near you. 
Experience a ride on a real steam 
train and take part in 
Thomas-themed activities. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 
* Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE * 


a Day Out With Thomas ™ Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends ™ Based on The 
Railway Series by The Reverend W. Awdry. © 2015 Gullane (Thomas) Limited. 
Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends, Thomas & Friends and Day Out With Thomas 
are trademarks of Gullane (Thomas) Limited."© 2015 HIT Entertainment Limited. 


www.dayoutwiththomas.co.uk/kentandeastsussexrailway 

KENT & EAST SUSSEX RAILWAY Tenterden Town Station 
Telephone 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 
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The Aspinall Wild Animal .Park 
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Be Wild At Heart 


This February half term at Kent’s 
most successful wild animal park. 

Enjoy an affordable day out packed full of fun 
activities with your new cheap day tickets: 

Don’t forget to book online andB an 


aspinaitt 
0844 842 4647 

NR. CANTERBURY, KENT, SAT NAV CT4 5EL 


Stay in touch 

f »r fc 


Passport (annual pass) available. Concessions available. Children under 3 go free. 14th - 22nd February. 
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Example: 


A Denver Log Cabin 

5m (16’5”)x4m (13’1”) 
Double glazed, 

45mm timber & Platinum Package 

comprising of 


All this for £8,749 

NOW...£6,999 ...SAVING £1,750 


AN Cabin Packages include FULL INSTALLATION 


cabin shown is Eldorado 


• Log Cabin 

• Delivered 

• Full construction 

• Felt shingle roof 


• Structural timber base 

• Supply of paint treatment 

• Roof insulation 

• Laminate flooring 


Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 


www.needextraspace.co.uk 

0845 4599444 

Johnsons Nursery, Chestfield, Kent, CT5 3JD 

Polhill Garden Centre, Halstead, Sevenoaks, Kent, TNI 4 7AD 
Newnham Court Shopping Village, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5LH 
Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ 

Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 3JQ 

Hawley Garden Centre & Nursery Ltd, Dartford, Kent, DA2 7RB 

01227 793717 

01959 533466 

01622 730777 

01233 878412 

01634 405859 

01322 294560 

chestfield@needextraspace.co.uk 

polhill@needextraspace.co.uk 

maidstone@ needextraspace.co.uk 

ashford@needextraspace.co.uk 

gillingham@needextraspace.co.uk 

dartford@needextraspace.co.uk 
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The hospital still in intensive care 


While the pressure on the NHS is nothing new, the problems at one of the county’s top hospitals are 
way beyond that elsewhere. So what’s gone wrong? Sarah Linney pays a visit to the Medway Maritime 


NCE upon a time, long, 
long ago, Medway NHS 
Foundation Trust was not 
in special measures. 

The 500-bed Medway 
Maritime Hospital, which it manages, 
has now been classed as underper¬ 
forming for more than 18 months. 

Since the first damning report, in 
July 2013, triggered amid concerns 
about high mortality rates, the hospi¬ 
tal has continued to generate head¬ 
lines for all the wrong reasons. 

Just earlier this week, it was con¬ 
firmed those death rates were still of 
concern, while successive inspections 
have found little or no improvement. 

The claims have come thick and 
fast. There were reports of rats. Blood- 
spattered walls. A patient who waited 
more than 30 hours to be seen in A&E. 
The Daily Telegraph ran a story ask¬ 
ing if Medway was the country’s worst 
hospital. 

In short, the hospital, and the trust 


which runs it, has been plunged into 
something of a crisis. 

But then when your catchment 
area extends to some 400,000 people, 
those concerns are always going to be 
significant. 

It would be easy to simply repeat the 
NHS mantra of insufficient funding. 
But the reality is that the issues here 
run deeper and are far more complex. 

Unsurprisingly, the management of 
the hospital has undergone a major 
re-organisation amid obvious 
concerns. 

Although even that managed to 
bring further bad publicity. 

With the board of directors re¬ 
placed, chairman Denise Harker and 
chief executive Mark Devlin both an¬ 
nounced their decision to quit a little 
over a year ago. 

Monitor, the health trust regulator, 
drafted in two interim replacements. 

Christopher Langley came in as in¬ 
terim chairman and within days it 


emerged he was getting paid 
£200,000 for work which may take a 
mere one or two days a week. 

An interim CEO, Nigel Beverley, 
earned the equivalent of £1,740 a day. 
Nice work if you can get it. 

Across the board, the trust were 
employing some 30 managers on six- 
figure salaries. 

For many, it was an example of the 
failings of a sprawling, top-heavy, 
NHS management structure in need 
of reform. 

There may, however, finally be some 
light at the end of a long tunnel. 

Permanent chairman Shena Win¬ 
ning was drafted in last September, 
while Phil Barnes was appointed act¬ 
ing CEO in June. He remains in the 
role while they continue to seek a per¬ 
manent replacement. 

It prompted the trust’s managing 
director, Stephen Hay, to publicly ad¬ 
mit he was “disappointed with the 
way the trust as been managed by its 
previous leaders” but that now the 
“right people” were in place. 

It has provided some stability, but 
everyone involved admits there is still 
a long way to go. 

“We plan to emerge out of special 
measures by April 2016,” admits the 
trust’s new chief operating officer, 
Morag Jackson. 

“There were some pretty funda¬ 
mental issues here that we have had to 
address.” 

So just what has been going wrong? 

“There are a number of reasons 
why trusts struggle,” said Mrs Jack- 
son, who previously worked at Univer¬ 
sity Hospitals Birmingham NHS 
Foundation Trust. 

“Leadership is key to any successful 
I organisation, in health and outside 
health. And clinical engagement is 
important - making sure the clinical 
staff have a voice within the organisa- 
I tion and that they are seen within 
leadership roles. 

“And they need the right training 
' and development for that. You can’t 


just take a nurse and assume he or she 
will be a good manager. 

“Money’s tight, and funding is an is¬ 
sue, but it is not the only issue. It’s dif¬ 
ficult to know the precise reasons, but 
it’s about creating the right culture.” 

She is, however, optimistic that the 
new board will finally be able to turn 
the hospital around. 

“Small changes have been made 
and we have a long way to go but the 
board is absolutely determined that 
patients will get the care they de¬ 
serve,” Mrs Jacskon said. 

“We have areas already where 
that’s happening, but we need to make 
sure it’s consistently provided. 

“Standards are for patients. They 
have a right to quality healthcare. If 
we lose sight of that, then that’s terri¬ 
ble for the NHS - an institution that 
we all feel rightfully proud of.” 

Of course, it has little choice other 
than to get better. 

Touring the facility, you get little 
sense of the concerns that hang like a 
dark cloud above the Gillingham 
hospital. 

There is the normal hustle and bus¬ 
tle, staff and patients scurrying to and 
from patients and appointments. 

One of the major problem areas has 
been A&E, which was the worst in the 
country according to figures released 
last October. Inspectors described it as 
being “in crisis”. 

The hospital has now been given 
£13 million to upgrade the depart¬ 
ment - but the redevelopment, set to 
start in March and last until the end of 
next year, will bring with it its own 
challenges. 

“There will be a better environ¬ 
ment, with greater privacy and digni¬ 
ty - it will make a big, big difference for 
patients, staff and families,” Mrs Jack- 
son said. 

“But we will have to continue to run 
the emergency department while we 
are building a new one around it. 

“Planning is crucial - we can move 
stuff round within the department, 


but the main challenge will be 
redoing majors (acute care) and 
resuscitation.” 

One new development has been the 
introduction of a children’s emergen¬ 
cy department, staffed at the moment 
from 7am to 11pm. The hospital in¬ 
tends to make it 24 hours. 

“One of the issues we have with the 
emergency department is that it is too 
small, and children and adults were 
being seen in the same areas,” Mrs 
Jackson said. 

“A department which has been spe¬ 
cially designed for children is much 
better for them and gives parents a 
much greater sense of confidence. En¬ 
vironment has a big impact on the 
way people view their treatment and 
respond to it. 

“There’s evidence that if you put 
people in a good environment you can 
reduce the amount of painkillers they 
receive.” 

The tired waiting area is to be refur¬ 
bished - as is, elsewhere, the drab out¬ 
patients facility. 

However, staffing remains a big 
problem. Four or five new A&E con¬ 
sultants have been recruited, bring¬ 
ing the hospital into line with Royal 
College guidance, as well as four ma¬ 
trons, including one with specialist 
paediatric training. 

But recruiting nurses is proving so 
difficult the hospital is planning to 
employ paramedics in A&E alongside 
nursing staff. 

“It’s difficult to recruit emergency 
department staff as the pressures are 
pretty relentless,” Mrs Jackson said. 

“We are continuing to recruit nurs¬ 
es for the emergency department, but 
everyone around the country is look¬ 
ing to do the same. So we are employ¬ 
ing paramedics as they have en¬ 
hanced skills in treating emergency 
patients. 

“Of course a nurse is better - they 
are an all-rounder. I wouldn’t suggest 

Turn to page 20 
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UNDER FIRE : The A&E has been an area of particular concern 


Continued from page 19 

that we use paramedics on a care of 
the elderly ward.” 

The difficulty in recruiting nurses 
affects not just the emergency depart¬ 
ment but the whole hospital. 

“There is a shortage of nurses across 
the board. A lack of suitably qualified 
nurses across some of our wards is the 
single biggest issue we face,” Mrs Jack- 
son said. 

“We have appointed a new director 
of workforce, who has already started 
working on a new recruitment and re¬ 
tention strategy. We have had recruit¬ 
ment campaigns but we also need to 
look at retention, training and devel¬ 
opment, as we have had a high turno¬ 
ver of staff.” 

Just as important, she says, are the 
non-clinical staff. 

Mrs Jackson explains: “Some de¬ 
partments have a high turnover of ad¬ 
min staff and we need to look at the 
reasons for that. We need to have the 
right balance - we can’t have clinical 
staff having to carry out admin jobs 
when they should be focusing on 
patients. 

“And we have patients who say no- 
one ever answers the phone. That has 
a big impact on a patient - we need to 
make sure we have enough staff for 
patients to be able to access the 
hospital easily.” 

The increased strain on the NHS is 
often blamed on the ageing popula¬ 
tion, rather than underfunding, poor 
management and disorganisation. 

But Mrs Jackson says that it is vital 
the NHS - and social care depart¬ 
ments - rise to the challenge of how to 
best take care of these patients. 

“There is an increase in complex 
elderly patients coming in,” she said. 


“Medicine has become more sophis¬ 
ticated and we can treat more condi¬ 
tions, and keep people alive for longer, 
but that person is still in a 95-year-old 
body. People survive things they 
would have died from in the past, but 
the natural ageing process still 
occurs. 

“We must never lose compassion. 
You sometimes read in papers that it’s 
all about the elderly population, as if 
they are becoming a burden to us. 
That should never be the case. We 
need to make sure we have compas¬ 
sionate services to care for them.” 

She says everyone benefits if pa¬ 
tients can be kept in their own homes 
as much as possible. 

“There’s no question that if you can 
keep people in their own environ¬ 
ment, with the right support, their 
quality of life is better than if they end 
up being admitted to hospital,” Mrs 
Jackson said. 

“We need to look at how we keep pa¬ 
tients in their own homes for longer, 
and how we keep patients with de¬ 
mentia at home. Families need to be 
supported. 

“But that relies on all the agencies 
working together, and we are doing 
some work on that as there’s a lot 
more we can do. 

“There is no one authority responsi¬ 
ble for the whole pathway of care - we 
have GPs, hospitals, community hos¬ 
pitals and social care, and the latter is 
the responsibility of the local authori¬ 
ty, which has been hit with cuts. 

“It would be better if it was all one 
organisation.” 

Other work includes a review of the 
outpatients appointments system to 
make sure patients are not waiting 
too long for an appointment, and to 
see how cancellations, both on the 


hospital’s side and on the patients’, 
can be reduced. 

“We are still not discharging as 
many patients as we could, and some 
of the problems are a result of us not 
being able to move patients through 
the hospital,” Mrs Jackson said. 

“That’s about more joined-up 
working with social services and 
community care, and making sure 
that at every step we are doing 


things are quickly as we can.” 

Unbelievably, some nurses were 
also not washing their hands between 
patients. 

“We are continually telling people 
and re-educating them. All wards 
have hand hygiene audits,” Mrs Jack- 
son said. 

It’s important to remember, of 
course, that negative reports can 
paint a distorted picture. Most pa¬ 


tients who come to a hospital in spe¬ 
cial measures will still receive good 
care. The default situation is still that 
you will be better when you come out 
than when you went in. 

But there are genuine concerns. 
Problems which appear to be unique 
to the Medway Maritime. And that is 
an issue the hospital needs to ensure is 
addressed and resolved. For the good 
of the county’s health. 



Spring Holiday Activity Days 

On the 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th February 2015 
Open between 10am - 4pm 



Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-E2.50 

Family-£12.50 

(2 Adults and up 
to 4 children) 


Airfix Make *n’ Paint - Come along and 
join in the fun at the Hornby Visitor Centre! 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


Visitor Centre 
open 7 days a week 
10am - 4pm 
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Make ‘n’ Paint suitable for children aged 8+. Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult. 
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Historic find 
of the £10m 
Magna Carta 

When an historian opened an old scrap 
book at the archives centre in Maidstone, 
he could never imagine he would uncover 
one of the earliest copies of the Magna Carta, 
worth a staggering £10m. Molly Kersey 
reports on the full remarkable story 



DISCOVERY: Dr Mark Bateson with the copy of the Magna Carta 


W HEN Dr Mark Bate¬ 
son got a request 
from an academic 
asking him to veri¬ 
fy a historical char¬ 
ter, he didn’t think much of it. 

After all, as the Kent County Coun¬ 
cil community history officer, he was 
used to dealing with such queries. 

Assuming it would be a normal 
day, he started looking through the 
archives of the glass-fronted Kent 
History and Library Centre - an im¬ 
pressive, modern building at the half 
way point between the River Med¬ 
way and the local authority’s County 


Hall headquarters in Maidstone 
town centre. 

But as he searched a scrapbook on 
the hunt for the charter he came 
across a document whose historic 
significance would most likely ex¬ 
ceed all other items stored on the site. 

Because nestled in the pages was 
an original copy of a keystone in Brit¬ 
ish history... the Magna Carta. 

It was a remarkable discovery, not 
least as it was found in a year which 
is celebrating the 800 anniversary of 
the original document being sealed 
at Runnymeade by King John in 
1215. 


Believed to be created in 1300 by 
King Edward I, it was issued to the 
borough of Sandwich, one of the 
Cinque Ports; five ports around the 
south east maintained for their trade 
and defensive positions. 

And while it may not have sur¬ 
vived in pristine condition, it’s his¬ 
torical clout would equate to a price 
tag of an estimated £10 million. 

The discovery, made last December 
but only publicised this week, brings 
the total number of surviving origi¬ 
nals of the 1300 edition to just seven. 

In total, there are just 24 existing 
copies of the document in existence. 


“I just couldn’t believe it,” Dr Bate¬ 
son told KoS, in the week his discov¬ 
ery made headlines around the 
world. 

“I had an email from a professor of 
medieval history, Nicholas Vincent, 
who I already knew. 

“He explained he was on a project 
which had got a lot of money behind 
it to investigate the Magna Carta for 
this anniversary year. 

“He was asking me if I could verify 
a reference in our online catalogue to 
the Charter of the Forest. 


“Obviously I was really excited to 
get involved and do it. 

“So in tracing the original Charter 
of the Forest, it turns out to be in a 
scrap book. So I go to the right page 
and it’s very scrappy. 

“This Charter of the Forest is there 
and I was able to confirm that when I 
started looking in the rest of the 
volume. It’s got a lot of medieval 
charters and deeds and documents 
and the Magna Carta was right next 
to the charter. 

Turn to page 22 
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SO JUST WHAT IS THE MAGNA CARTA? 



Continued from page 21 

“I could tell it was something special.” 
And it was the fact the two docu¬ 
ments were together which greatly 
increases its value. 


“I knew about the Magna Carta,” 
adds Dr Bateson. “I have a doctorate 
in medieval history of the late 13th 
century which this Magna Carta 
was from, which is my period. I 
was used to reading that hand 


THE Magna Carta - or ‘great 
charter’ as its name means when 
translated from Latin - is a 
document which, for the first 
time, enshrined in law that no 
man, not even a king, was above 
the law. 

Its most famous principle is 
summarised in chapter 39 of the 
document. It reads: “No free 
man shall be taken or impris¬ 
oned, or dispossessed or 
outlawed or exiled or in any way 
ruined, nor will we go or send 
against him except by the lawful 
judgment of his peers or by the 
law of the land.” 

The document needs to be 
placed in its historical context for 
it to be understood properly. At 
the time, the King of England, 
King John, was very unpopular 
with a number of the country’s 
barons. King John ruled using a 
system of vis et voluntas, or 


writing from my research.” 

It had been damaged by damp and 
it was missing around a third of its 
text and its royal seal, but still holds 
an incredible value. 

He quickly passed the amazing 
news on to Professor Vincent from 
the University of East Anglia. 

“I got back to him and said ‘it’s a 
Charter of the Forest but did you real¬ 
ise there’s this Magna Carta there 
right next to it.’ 

“He emailed back in capital letters! 
I was thinking, I had better get this 
right, I don’t want to raise people’s 
hopes.” 


“force and will”. 

He frequently took executive 
decisions which were justified on 
the basis that he was king, and 
was therefore above the law. His 
abuses of this power had 
alienated him from some of the 
barons in his kingdom, and led 
to dissatisfaction. 

These barons took an oath that 
they would 'stand fast for the 
liberty of the church and the 
realm’ and fight against John 
unless he confirmed a so-called 
'charter of liberties’. The 
rebellious barons congregated 
in Northampton before marching 
on London, Lincoln and Exeter. 

Once the rebels held London, 
John realised that he may not be 
able to quell the trouble and 
asked Stephen Langton, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury - who 
had been working with the 
rebels to come up with their 


After making some vital checks, 
the professor was able to authenti¬ 
cate the fascinating discovery. 

Professor Vincent explained: “It is 
a fantastic discovery which comes in 
the week that the four other known 
versions were brought together at the 
Houses of Parliament. 

“It is a fantastic piece of news for 
Sandwich, which puts it in a small 
category of towns and institutions 
that own a 1300 issue.” 

So how did such an incredibly im¬ 
portant historical document remain 
lost for decades? 

Because, Dr Bateson explained, 


demands - at the time, to 
organise peace talks. 

The king met the rebels at 
Runnymede on June 10, 1215, 
and the rebels presented him 
with their demands. The king 
sealed the document days later, 
after Stephen Langton helped 
mediate the peace process. The 
Magna Carta was the end result. 

News of the principles 
established in the Magna Carta 
spread through the populace 
with 13 copies quickly produced 
and sent throughout the 
kingdom. 

The charter’s popularity 
among the general public had 
already been enshrined, and 
would pave the way for subse¬ 
quent charters which would 
build on the core principle of 
freedom, and the monarch 
having to live under the same 
laws of the land. 


nobody was looking for it. 

“It’s on our catalogue. It was there 
if someone was searching for Magna 
Carta, but I suppose why would they? 
This is how research works,” he 
explained. 

“People don’t randomly think ‘I am 
interested in the Magna Carta so I’ll 
look for this’. 

“But you find things when you look 
for them, which is a truism of life.” 

The document is the first Magna 
Carta to be discovered since 2007, 
when Sotheby’s produced a cata¬ 
logue listing all known 23 original 
Magna Cartas issued from 1215 on- 



Leeds Castle’s Fairytale Trail 

14th - 22nd February 


Children young and old will be captivated by the Leeds Castle Fairytale 
Trail during February half term. Answer clues about traditional fairytales 
as you follow the trail through the beautiful Castle grounds and gardens. 
Fairytale stories will also take place each day in a marquee by the maze 
and adventure playgrounds. 

Book online for 10% OFF your ticket 

f leeds-castle.com 


LEEDS 


= 


CASTLE 

KENT ENGLAND 


HORNBY 


Factory Shop 
Weekend Sale! 




Great deals 
on products 

fantastic savings! 


Come along 
our two day 
clearance event. 

Saturday and Sunday 

28 th February & 
1 st March 

Factory Shop open 
10am -4pm 


Saturday February 28 th & Sunday March 1 st 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


R 

www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 
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wards. This makes the Sandwich 
charter the 24th known, and the sec¬ 
ond surviving for a Cinque Port, the 
other - again from 1300 - being in 
Faversham. 

The freshly-found document is be¬ 
ing carefully preserved at the Kent 
History and Library Centre, on de¬ 
posit from Sandwich Town Council, 
the legal owners. 

The discovery has important im¬ 
plications for what historians know 
of the publication and distribution of 
Magna Carta - and hopes there may 
be others out there yet to be found. 

“For medieval historians it’s an in¬ 
credible find,” said Dr Bateson. 

“They now think because of this 
discovery that it’s quite likely the 
Magna Carta was given to all the 
Cinque Ports so there could be a lot 
more that haven’t survived or are 
still waiting to be found. 

“It’s opened the door to the possi¬ 
bility of other discoveries.” 

It is believed that Sandwich Town 
Council are not planning on selling 
the document, worth some £10m, 
but will instead keep it as a tourist 
attraction. 

The Mayor of Sandwich Paul Grae¬ 
me said: “On behalf of Sandwich 
Town Council, I would like to say we 
are absolutely delighted to discover 
that an original Magna Carta and 
original Charter of the Forest, 
previously unknown, are in our 
ownership. 

“To own one of these documents, 
let alone both, is an immense privi¬ 
lege given their international 
importance. 

“Through the American Declara¬ 
tion of Independence, continuing in 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, Magna Carta still underpins 



VENUE : Document was found at the Kent History and Library Centre in Maidstone. 


MAGNA CARTA’S TIMELESS APPEAL 


individual liberties worldwide. 

“To own such a document - and 
the Charter of the Forest - is an hon¬ 
our and a great responsibility.” 

Mike Hill, KCC cabinet member for 
community services, said: “This is 
most exciting news. Our history and 
library centre is a treasure house of 
records relating to the history of 
Kent. 

“We welcome visitors from all 
walks of life and all stages of life, from 
children and others delving into the 
history of their family or community, 
to academics researching aspects of 
Kent’s rich past. 

“As in this case, they can all help 
us discover and re-discover the 
amazing stories waiting to be un¬ 
earthed here.” 


THE nation’s continued fascina¬ 
tion with the Magna Carta was 
demonstrated earlier this month 
when, for just three days, the four 
original surviving Magna Carta 
manuscripts were brought 
together in one place, for the first 
time. 

Staged at the British Library, it 
united copies held within its own 


archives, along with those from 
Lincoln Cathedral and Salisbury 
Cathedral. 

Given their fragile nature, it 
was agreed just 1,215 members 
of the public - to mark the 800th 
anniversary of when the manu¬ 
scripts were original dispatched 
after they were sealed at 
Runny me ade in late June and 


early July 1215 - would be 
provided access to the docu¬ 
ments. 

Nearly 44,000 people applied 
from more than 20 countries, with 
the winners drawn by ballot. 

After a whistle stop tour of the 
House of Lords, the documents 
were again separated to take 
part in major exhibitions. 


FREE microchipping 
from Dogs Trust 
at a vet near you! 

Micro* hip ping helps identify your dog if lost or 

stolen and it will soon be a legal obligation for all 
flogs to be chipped - so don't mess out. 

Call: 0330 123 0334 or 
visit www.chipinydog.org.uk 

for your nearest participating vet. 



GIRUNGS' 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221999 

or Text compensation to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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More Than Just A 
Garden Centre 
Ashford KentTN24 9JZ 


Bybr 



FURNITURE CLEARANCE CENTRE 


ULiimMiiMV mmirnma 

10,000 Sq Ft 
of Clearance 
Interior 
& Garden 
Furniture 

mmsm 

MASSIVE EARLY SEASON REDUCTIONS 

1,000’S OF LINES MUST BE CLEARED 




CANE CONSERVATORY FURNITURE 



Visit www.bybrook-barn.co.uk today 




Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm 

Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 Junction 
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More Than Just A 
Garden Centre 
Ashford KentTN24 9JZ 


MASSIVE EARLY SEASON REDUCTIONS 



PETS & AQUATICS 






COFFEE SHOP 


MINI SUPERMARKET 


Visit www.bybrook-barn.co.uk today 




9, A28) | Tel: 01233 631959 | www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 
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Uni creates QI panel show history 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


I T WOULD be easy to assume 
that attending popular panel 
show 01 without Stephen Fry is 
a little like going to watch U2 
only to be told Bono was going 
to sit this one out because he’s a bit 
busy somewhere else. 

But such an analogy would be far 
too unkind. Especially when a little 
bit of history was made on Monday 
night. 

Because that was when 01 sailed 
into Kent - an event described by its 
founder John Lloyd as the very first 
English-speaking version of the BBC 
hit to be staged without the ubiqui¬ 
tous Mr Fry. 

In something of a coup for the Uni¬ 
versity of Kent, its plush new(ish) Co- 
lyer-Fergusson Music Building, a 
high-ceilinged, wooden floored, mu¬ 
sic hall which stretches out behind 
the Gulbenkian Theatre, played host 
a 01 panel featuring wall-to-wall 
household names... and a new 
chairman. 

Introduced by the legendary TV 
producer John Lloyd - whose credits 
read like something of a who’s who of 
the finest, most influential comedy 
shows of the last 30 years (think 
Blackadder, Not the Nine O’clock 
News, Spitting Image and plenty 
more besides), the absence of 
newly-wed Mr Fry was quickly over¬ 
looked. 

He had, after all, never been prom¬ 
ised to a crowd still so eager to snap 
up the tickets all flew out of the door 
within 30 minutes of going on sale. 

Instead, we were treated to the host 
of Radio 4’s News Quiz, Sandi Toks- 
vig, in the chair who presented to the 
audience a line-up all with strong 
Kent links (producer Mr Lloyd him¬ 
self was born in Dover, attended 
King’s in Canterbury and is an hon¬ 
orary doctor at the uni). 

There was former Tunbridge Wells 
native Jo Brand, Whitstable’s Harry 
Hill, former Kent student Alan Davies 
and Phill Jupitus, whose children both 
attend the university. Toksvig herself 




CROWD: Tickets for the event sold out in just 30 minutes 


has a home in nearby Herne Bay. 

So there was a genuine sense of 
something of a homecoming for the 
team - and they were greeted as such 
by a 400-strong live audience, and, 
next door, a sold out live cinema 
screening of the show at the Gulben¬ 
kian cinema. 

Tickets for that had sold out long 
ago too. So much so, in fact, that a 
further screening had been arranged 
for elsewhere in the university. 

The appetite for 01, with or without 
Mr Fry, remains intense. 

This was, make no mistake, a big 
deal for the institution and there was 
a tangible sense of excitement on the 
night. 

And well there might, because this 
was just the latest in a series of special 
events to mark the university’s 50th 
anniversary. 

The result of the comedy party 
thrown was a thoroughly enjoyable 
70-minute romp with names and 
faces we have grown to relish on our 
screens doing what they do best be¬ 
fore our very eyes. 

Better still, everything was 
drenched in Kentish flavour. 

Harry Hill revealed his short-lived 
plans for a ‘celebrity only’ tunnel link¬ 
ing Herne Bay to Sheppey (reasons 


STUDENT FUND 


ALL proceeds from ticket sales 
are going towards the Kent 
Opportunity Fund, which has 
been built over the past 50 
years by alumni, staff, students 
and other donors. 

It supports the Alumni 
Postgraduate Research 
Scholarship, which allows an 
exceptional Kent graduate to 
carry out ground-breaking 
research, funds student 
projects to enhance extra¬ 
curricular activities at Kent. It 
also provides bursaries to 
support students experiencing 
immediate and serious 
financial hardship. 


unspecified), how Robin Hood may, in 
fact, have actually hailed from the 
county rather than Nottingham, how 
the English part of the Channel Tun¬ 
nel (part of Kent apparently) made the 
county appear to have worms, while 
Jo Brand spoilt the producers’ fun by 
correctly pronouncing Trottiscliffe 
(Troz-lee) when the expectation was 
clearly for abject failure. 


Meanwhile, Alan Davies struggled 
with an air horn which failed 
throughout the evening to parp in 
the expected manner and instead 
sounded more like a mournful whale. 

With newsman Gavin Esler - the 
university’s chancellor - playing a 
walk-on part too, and BBC Radio 
4’s Charlotte Green providing voiceo¬ 
vers and sat in the audience, you felt 


like you were getting all rather 
spoiled. 

Watching U2 without Bono is one 
thing. Watching 01 without Stephen 
Fry is something else. 

It wasn’t quite the same, but it was 
as near as damn it and the university 
can be rightly proud of attracting 
such a strong line-up and of a profes¬ 
sional presentation. 




01303 242615 or 242971 

Email: lifeline.proactive@shepway.gov.uk 


Keeping the elderly and 
vulnerable safe 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year, and giving peace 
of mind to their families. 


Call for a free home 
demonstration or more 
information 


This little 
button could 
save your life. 
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Folkestone 


Hythe & Romney Marsh 

Shepway District Council 



www.shepway.gov.uk 


Shepway 

Lifeiine 


Taking care of Kent 


Shepway Lifeline, Civic Centre, 
Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, 
Kent, CT20 2QY 
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The new way to pay 
for your dream day? 


The US trend that’s coming here 


Literary choices for your service 
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Pure Weddings Spring 2015 



“It doesn’t matter what scale or theme you’re planning your wedding 
to tale because you’ll find the ultimate setting with ample support 
for your every need, here, at < The Qrand. 


Let us male sure your Unforgettable Day 
is impossible to beat and impossible to forget” 



ft 


iBoolean appointment for a viewing or visit one of our Spring 
or Autumn Wedding fairs and see why Lhe Qrand is the 
Wedding Venue of Choice for so many in the South Last 


THE 

GRAND 


The Grand, The Leas, Folkestone CT20 2XL 
01303 222 222 www.grand-uk. com 


The Grand, Folkestone 


@The_Grand_RR 


1 

bride 

the wedding fayre 

DEVONPORT HOUSE, 
GREENWICH, SElO 9JW 
Sun 12th April 2015 llam-B.BOpm 


Catwalk Shows Show Rounds Goody Bags 
Free copy of London or Kent bride magazine for all brides 

www.weddingsite.co.uk 
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W elcome to this edition of Pure Weddings - and 
congratulations to anyone who is planning 
their big day. 

Inside, we tackle some of the new issues 
facing engaged couples, including looking at whether crowd¬ 
funding is going to become the most popular way to pay for 
the big event. 

We also look at perennial bridal favourites - like dress trends 
and romantic readings for your perfect service. 



23 Rings. .. our love of diamonds 


3d Crowdfunding. .. the big debate 

32 Not only the bride... MOB style 

33 Plans. .. Help with a Kentish wedding 
3fr Bridal fashion... trends for 2015 
gg Readings. .. we pick literary gems 

36 Rehearsal dinner. .. a new trend 

m * 



Kent's weddina favre index 


ON FEBRUARY 22, The Grand in Folkestone will 
be holding its first wedding fayre of the year. 

This is an opportunity to have an informal 
chat with a range of suppliers and talk over all 
things wedding-related, soak up the atmos¬ 
phere and also sample the wines and canapes 
from The Grand’s wedding packages. 

Combining a comprehensive range of 
wedding experts - including live music along 
with photographers, discos, chair covers and 
sweet carts - planning your wedding day has 
never been easier. 

For further information relating to the day 
please contact, The Grand on 01303 222222 
or via their website at www.grand-uk.com 

February 15: Oakwood House 01245895470. 
February 22: Hempsted House, Sittingbourne 
01795 428020; Marine Hotel, Whitstable 07834 
907700; Hotel du Vin & Bistro, Tunbridge Wells; 
Eastwell Manor, Ashford; The Kent Wedding Fair, 
Grange Moor Hotel, 01622 763226. 

February 28: Mecure Maidstone Wedding 
Showcase evening, 0844 815 9045; The Sands 
Hotel, Margate, 01843 228228. 

March 1: The Spa Hotel, Mount Ephriam, 
Tunbridge Wells, 01892 520331; West Heath, 
Sevenoaks, 01732 468993; Turner Gallery, 
Margate, 07834907700; Bluebirds, Dover, 

01304 226586; The Kings Hall, Herne Bay, 

01227 374188; Priestfield’s, Gillingham, 01622 
763226; Westenhanger Castle, 01634 578695 or 
07886 901081. 


March 8: Bridgewell Hotel Wedding Fayre, 
Chatham, 07834 907700. 

March 14: The Black Horse, Pilgrims Way, 
01622 737185. 

March 21: Maech Vintage Fair- Bull Hotel, 
Wrotham, 01732 789800; East Quay 
Wedding Fair, Whitstable CT5 1AB, 07834 
907700. 

March 22: Birchwood Park Golf Club, 
Dartford, 07834 907700; Stardust Wonder¬ 
land Nightclub, 07704 503976; Hall Place , 
Bexley, 01322 526574; Little Silver, Tenter- 
den; Augustine Hall, Canterbury, 01622 
763226. 

March 28: Penshurst Place, 01892 870307. 
March 29: Chiddingstone Castle; Hythe 
Imperial Hotel; Thatched Barn Wedding 
Fayre, Great Farthingloe Farm, Dover, 07786 
027586; Botany Bay Wedding Fair, Marine 
Drive, Broadstairs, 07834 907700. 

April 12 : Orchard Suite Wedding Fayre, 
Maidstone, 07834 907700; The Bell Hotel 
Wedding Fair, The Quay, Sandwich, 07834 
907700. 

April 19: Kent County Cricket Club, Canterbury, 
07834 907700; Rochester Corn Exchange, 
Rochester, 01622 763226; The Orangery at 
Turkey Mill, Maidstone, 01622 919919. 

May 3: Hayne Barn House, Hythe, 01303 262 
555; Inn on the Lake, Gravesend, 01622 763226. 
May 10: The Royal Hotel Wedding Fair, Deal, 
07834 907700; Sprivers Mansion Wedding 
Fair, Tonbridge, 01622 763226. 
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E p ti 


O NE OF the first things any 
bride-to-be will be asked 
about is her engagement 
ring. 

While some men like to buy the 
ring pre-proposal, some couples will 
choose it together, many deciding to 
split the cost. 

It has become standard for the 
bride-to-be to permanently wear her 
ring as a means of showing her 
commitment. But what is the 
history of the ring - when did the 
tradition start, and why? 

Although the ancient Egyptians 
are sometimes credited with having 
invented the engagement ring with 
the ancient Greeks then adopting it, 
its history can only be reliably 
traced as far back as ancient 
Rome. 

In the UK, as in many other 
countries, engagement rings are 
placed on the finger nearest the 
little finger on the left hand. This is 
because it was believed that this 
finger contained a vein (the vena 
amoris) that led to the heart. 

In the second century BC, the 
Roman bride-to-be was given two 


rings, a gold one which she wore in 
public, and one made of iron which 
she wore at home while attending to 
household duties. 

At one time Roman citizens wore 
rings made of iron. In later years, 
senators who served as ambassadors 
were given gold seal rings for official 
use when abroad. Later the privilege 
of wearing gold rings was extended 
to other public officials, then to the 
knights, later to all freeborn, and 
eventually, to freedmen. For several 
centuries it was the custom for 
Romans to wear iron rings at home, 
gold rings in public. During this 
period a girl or woman might receive 
two engagement rings, one of iron 
and one of gold. 

During the middle ages, the 
mid-7th century Visigothic Code 
cemented the intention behind the 
engagement ring, saying: “that 
when the ceremony of betrothal has 
been performed and the ring shall 
have been given or accepted as a 
pledge, although nothing may have 
been committed to writing, the 
promise shall, under no circum¬ 
stances, be broken.” 


The first well-documented use of 
a diamond ring to signify engage¬ 
ment was in 1477, by the Archduke 
Maximilian of Austria when he 
became betrothed to Mary of 
Burgundy. This kick-started a trend 
among the upper-classes to give the 
clear stones. 

The popularity of diamonds 
continued to spread, although 
World War One saw a decline. It 
was actually a marketing campaign 
by De Beers in 1938 that saw the 
diamond ring become more popular 
again. In 1947, the slogan “a 
diamond is forever” was introduced 
- and customers were persuaded 
that an engagement ring is indis¬ 
pensable, and that a diamond is the 
only acceptable stone for an 
engagement ring. In 1939, only 10 
per cent of engagement rings had 
diamonds. By 1990, 80 per cent did. 

Now, partly in thanks to Kate 
Middleton, coloured stones are 
making a comeback, with jewellers 
seeing an increase in the numbers 
of rubies, sapphires and emeralds 
purchased, as well as semi-precious 
stones like onyx. 




Wedding Open Day 

Sunday 22nd February 2015 - 11am - 3pm 

Goody bag with complimentary engagement shoot for first 25 brides to attend 
Enjoy complimentary canapes as you tour our stunning venue styled to inspire your wedding day 


The beaverwood Club | Beaverwood Road | Chislehurst | London | BR7 6HF 

Phone: 020 8300 1385 

www.thebeaverwoodclub.co.uk 


Beaverwood Place 


Set in extensive private grounds within the Chislehurst Conservation Area, Beaverwood 
Place offers a beautiful and contemporary space for your wedding day celebrations. 
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Enjoy your special day and have your wedding ceremony by the sea. 
Thorley Hotels Group have dedicated and experienced people in place 
to guide you through all of the necessary arrangements ensuring 
your Wedding Day is tailored to your dreams. 

Call your venue of choice for more details 

The Pavilion, Harbour Street, Broadstairs 01843 600999 
www.pavilion-broadstairs.co.uk 

The Pegwell Bay Hotel, Pegwell Road, Ramsgate 01843 599590 
www,pegwellbayhotel.co.uk 

The Oak Hotel, Harbour Parade, Ramsgate 01843 583686 
www.oakhotel.co.uk 


T horley tavernc 

4 -HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, VENUES fit PUBS-6 

www.thanetweddingvenues.co.uk 
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Couples are looking to crowdfunding to pay for their big da 


I T’S NOT news that weddings are 
expensive. 

With rings, catering, drinks, 
entertainment, ceremony and 
the all-important dress to pay for, 
costs mount up quickly, with average 
weddings costing in excess of 
£20,000 nowadays. 

With many bucking the tradition 
of the bride’s parents paying for 
everything, it is up to couples to try 
and save enough money themselves, 
which is difficult in these times of 
economic recession with falling, or 
stagnant, incomes and the basic cost 
of living continuing to creep up. 

Over recent years, it has become 
more popular for couples to set up 
honeymoon funds rather than 
register for gifts, as many people 
have what they need having 
previously lived together. 

But now a new trend is springing 
up - the crowdfunded wedding. 

Fenella Smith, from Tunbridge 
Wells, is getting married later this 
year. “My fiance Jack and I started 
saving in the conventional way for 
our nuptials,” she explains. 

“But it was very, very slow going. 
You get to a point where you simply 
can’t fillet any more spending from 
your budget. We were faced with 
considering an uber-small wedding, 
which can be lovely, and is the right 
choice for some people, but wouldn’t 
be right for us. 

“We both have large families, and 
we wanted to be able to invite all of 
them.” 

So the pair decided to look at 



alternative funding schemes. Jack 
says: “I knew people used crowd¬ 
funding to make short films and that 
kind of thing. I had seen a friend of 
mine raise a few thousand for a 
charity trip abroad, so we decided to 
give it a go.” 


Fenella adds: “We are still putting 
our savings towards it, and continu¬ 
ing to save. It will be much less 
expensive than the average wedding, 
but much bigger than we could 
afford alone.” 

Within two weeks of posting their 


crowdfunding page, the couple had 
raised around £3,000 - nearly one 
third of their £10,000 target. 

A couple of months later, and 
they got to their goal, ahead of 
schedule. 

Fenella says: “I now feel that we 


will be able to organise the wedding 
that our guests deserve. 

“And of course, we won’t be asking 
for any wedding presents, as they 
already gave us a present in the form 
of the wedding itself, rather than a 
toaster, or something else we don’t 
need.” 

Not everyone is in favour of the 
new trend though, with some 
etiquette experts labelling it 
‘unacceptable’. 

Wedding planner Jade Winters 
says: “Being asked to pay for a 
wedding you are invited to is rather 
crass - especially if the celebration is 
large and over the top. 

“I think it would be far more 
tasteful to have a smaller celebra¬ 
tion, or to plan further ahead. 

“Having said this, if this means the 
couple save themselves from getting 
into debt, it may be no bad thing. 

“But from a etiquette point of view, 
it is not a particularly savoury thing, 
and I think that many people - and 
particularly the older generation, 
would be shocked to be asked for 
money. 

“You also run the risk of people not 
attending if they can’t afford to 
contribute. 

“On top of which, getting to a 
wedding, staying overnight if needs 
be, and getting an outfit is already a 
very costly venture - so I’m not sure 
if this trend will really take off.” 

It remains to be seen what 
happens next, but as crowdfunding 
in general gets more popular, this 
trend could really take off. 


JA/uvters tints 

For an unforgettable country wedding 

Wedding Fayre 

Sunday 1st of March 2015 
11 am - 4pm 

Come and visit Winters Barns, an exclusive, romantic wedding venue just outside 
Canterbury where you can meet our team and some of Kent’s finest wedding 
professionals who will be exhibiting on the day. 

Entry is free and open to all. 

Plenty of free parking. 

Pre-register on the website. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Winters Barns,Winters Farm,Nackington Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT4 7AY 

www.winters-barns.co.uk 

01227 472581 


events @ winter s-b arns .co.uk 
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The King’s Hall 
Wedding Fayre 

Sunday 1 March 2015 
10am to 3pm 

Wlb up to 50 &;Nbi( 0 f ■$ raging Srom thsslc o*r hha le bridal 
grains artd make-up artels, you -Ail be Sure I □ firtti all ihe 
titfcimalton and bapcr-allcn ynu need to make you* day special. 

Free goody bag and a glass of bubbly on arrival. 


www.theki ngshal Loom 

01227 374 188 
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Celebrate 



Book our Lovely 

to host your events 

Whatever your event we can cater for you 

in our refurbished function room, 

Please call to enquire 
about our package prices 




tb JHwn 

Circa 1364 

CrcSiam lane, HemJiill, Kent, ME13 9] 

01227 751207 
www.theredlion.org 
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t's not lust about the bride.. 


I T’S NOT only the bride who has to worry 
about her outfit. 

While the groom has to find a suit, and 
ushers and bridesmaids need to be 
dressed, there are two other women who will 
have all-eyes on them - the mothers of the 
bride and groom. 

There is a trick to styling these women - 
they need to match the location and feel of a 
wedding or theme, look chic but not steal any 
of the bride’s thunder. 

This means not only choosing the perfect 
dress, but also styling it alongside a hat or 
fascinator, and, of course, shoes and a 
handbag (for those all-important tissues). 

Many mothers will also be looking for a 
look that will not break the bank. 

In order to achieve all this, some companies 
offer help - for example, The Crystal Fairy 
Company in Birchington, who have a new 
collection of occasionwear, with pieces from 
specialists L’Atelier and Mascara. 

Described as ‘elegant’ with ‘beautiful 
fabrics’, the outfits also co-ordinate with the 
shoes, handbags and fascinators stocked 
alongside them. 

Other tips for mothers looking for their 
outfits is to leave plenty of time to try on 
various outfits — this is a very important one, 



and should not be rushed! Mothers are also 
advised to discuss their outfits beforehand, so 
they don’t end up clashing with each other. 
Above all, the shopping experience should be fun. 

To make an appointment, call 01843 
844880 or visit www.thecrystalfairycom- 
pany.co.uk. The Crystal Fairy,14 Station 
Road, Birchington, Kent CT7 9DQ. 


You dream it 
we ’ll do it... 


Whether you are looking to exchange your vows in 
an intimate civil ceremony or a spectacular reception 
overlooking the golf course, we tailor our Wedding 
Packages to ensure that your special day is relaxing, 
enjoyable & most importantly, in your budget. 


W 


eddings@southernvalley.co.uk 

01474 568 568 


www.southernvalley.co.uk 



Soutnern 
Valley 
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YOUR PERFECT WEDDING VENUE 

Nestled in 200 acres of beautiful Kent countryside, Tudor Park offers 
exquisite menus, Marriott exceptional service and lavish accommodation. 

CELEBRATE YOUR PERFECT WEDDING DAY AT 
TUDOR PARK WITH ALL INCLUSIVE WEDDING 
PACKAGES FROM £4000 FOR 50 GUESTS 

For more information or to arrange a viewing, please contact us on 
01622 632006 


NEW FOR 2015 - Pure Wedding Package £2,500 



Tudor park 

* HUtit OftfliKifi. & COUNTS* £LUB 

Tudor Park A Marriott Hotel & Country Club Ashford Road Bearsted MarriottTudorPark.co.uk 
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Different venues and classic gowns 


F OR those seeking an alternative venue, river 

boats, like the Kentish Lady can offer something a 
little different. The boat, which has a fully- 
licensed bar can cater for wedding receptions, 
parties and special events. 

Owned by Linda and Nick Kennedy, the single deck 
catamaran weaves its way through Maidstone - this 
offers your guests a great way to see the sights and 
splendour of the magnificent countryside through the 
huge glass windows in the comfort of your own seat, or 
outside on the front or rear decks. 

Three-hour cruises on Tuesday to Friday include picnic 
box, fresh fruit, tea/coffee/water or fish & chips, tea/ 
coffee/water. They also offer one hour cruises on 
weekends and school holidays from the Archbishops’ 
Palace, Maidstone, or Kent Life/Malta Inn at Allington 
Lock, also stopping at Whatman Park on request. 

Packages with entertainment and a DJ are also on 
offer. The boat is available to hire from Mid-March to 
December 2015 - contact Linda Kennedy on 01622 



753740 for further details 
or visit www.kentishlady. 
co.uk. 



I Do...Weddings is a 
small family-run 
business in Whitsta- 
ble. They currently 
have the entire 2015 




Ronald Joyce collection 
on sale, among other 
favourite designers for 
bridal and formalwear. 

Open Wednesday to 
Saturday 10am-4pm, the 
boutique is at 116 
Tankerton Road. 

For more information, 
or to book an appoint¬ 
ment, please call 01227 
278501. 




A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree-lined gardens offering experienced 
staff, elegant rooms, exquisite menus and lavish accommodation. 
Oakwood House is simply the perfect venue for your wedding. 


A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to help you plan 
your dream day 

Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning 
Ceremony and reception suites are available for intimate and 
large parties of up to 300 guests 


Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic opportunities 
40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available for you and 
your guests 

Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities 


Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone Kent ME16 8AE 
01622 620720 11 info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 


Oakwood House 

for weddings as individual as you 
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Fort Amherst, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4UB 
E: Weddings@fortamherst.com www.fortamherst.com 
T: 01634 847747 Photos provided courtesy of Nicki Komorowski 


Set within beautiful parkland featuring 
stunning views, we offer bespoke 
weddings from intimate gatherings to 
extravagant events. 

Our candle-lit tunnels, dramatic Grand 
Magazine, and stunning Belvedere 
Lawn promise romance, so add your 
special day to the years of history at 
Fort Amherst. 


• Ample free parking 

• Licenced bar 


• In house catering team 


’“Cannon Firings, costume guides, and 
bird of prey displays are all dependent 
on availability and cannot be guaranteed. 


Just one wedding per day 
Bespoke packages - no hidden costs 
Cannon firings in celebration of your 
marriage* 

Costumed guides to lead you and 
your guests* 

A flying display of birds of prey who 
can even deliver your ring!* 

• Three hotels within a 
mile radius 


I <iiii 


A.S1III RST 


A unique venue fnr a unique couple 




E VERY season sees a 
spate of new trends 
hitting the bridal 
catwalks, and 2015 
has been no different, with a 
whole host of looks that are 
sure to appeal to any taste. 

This year saw ball gowns 
taking on a softer look thanks 
to breezy fabrics and a more 
relaxed silhouette, with many 
designers taking a lighter 
approach. 

As a counterpoint to the 
decadence of ball gowns, a 
cleaner and more tailored 
look with clean lines featured 
heavily. 

With no bling, lace or 
embellishment, the neat and 


precise look of this dress 
means the aesthetic is ideal 
for the bride who wants to be 
comfortable yet chic on her 
wedding day. 

Colours are becoming 
popular, with not just the 
blush tones seen last year, but 
more unusual lavender and 
pistachio hues making an 
appearance. 

One of the biggest changes 
over the last few years is the 
addition of sleeves to dresses. 

While the strapless looks - 
that had been almost 
ubiquitous over the last 
decade, still remain popular, 
fashionable brides are turning 
to more modest looks, with 


one-shoulder, cap and illusion 
sleeves all popular with 
designers this season. 

Movement was also a big 
theme - starched taffeta has 
lost much of its appeal, with 
models taking to the catwalk 
in more bohemian fabrics. 

The popular 1920s and 30s 
influence shows no sign of 
abating, with delicate details 
and designs on many of this 
year’s popular dresses. 

As ever, the emphasis will 
continue to be based on what 
suits the bride’s shape, theme 
and the way she wishes to 
look for the day - things that 
must be considered alongside 
what is fashionable. 



SAVE THE DATE 


Mercure Maidstone 
Great Danes Hotel 


Showcase 

SUNDAY 1ST MARCH 2015 
10am - 3pm 

FREE ADMISSION 



Looking for inspiration for your perfect wedding day? 
Look no further than Mercure Maidstone 
Great Danes Hotel. 


Our Hollingbourne Suite has had a £100k 
refurbishment - come and have a look! 

An intimate opportunity for you to meet hand-picked 
wedding & event professionals. 


Mercure 

in. 


Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel, 

Hollingbourne, Maidstone, Kent, ME17 IRE 
T: 0844 815 9045 E: csales.mercuremaidstone@jupiterhotels.co.uk 
Mercuremaidstone.co.uk/weddings 
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Talking Wedding Rings?.. . talk to us. 

Whatever style you’re looking for, when it comes to wedding rings, 
whether diamond set, plain, traditional, handmade or contemporary, 
we can help you find the one that’s perfect for you. 


www.broadwayjewellers.co.uk Tel: 020 8301 6603 

104a Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 7DE 


UNIVERSAL FIREWORKS 


FIREWORKS WORTH LIGHTING 

At Universal Fireworks, we are passionate about bringing you the very best in 
Pyrotechnic entertainment. Based in Hythe, and established over 17 years we 
pride ourselves on quality and value for money. Our displays are individually 
designed to suite all budgets. 

A Professional firework display at the end of your wedding celebrations 
creates a magnificent finale to the day. The bride and groom may start the 
display from the safety of the viewing area under our supervision. We include 
an interesting and varied mix of quality fireworks that give a wide variety of 
colours and effects especially designed for you, where possible we will use 
colours that match or complement the colour theme of your wedding. 


With fully inclusive shows from £500, a professional fireworks 
display may cost less than you think. 


To discuss the full range of options call Nick on 01303 264441 
sales@universalfireworks.co.uk www.universalfireworks.co.uk 
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e pick our favourite novel excerpts for romantic services 


E VERY couple getting married 
is unique, and yet so often 
they end up choosing the 
same readings, and while 
popular biblical verses like Corinthi¬ 
ans (love is patient, love is kind...) are 
undeniably pleasing, some may 
decide they want to take a lesser 
known path. 

For those who don’t want religious 
readings, there are lots of places to 
look - novels, poetry, and song lyrics, 
as well as children’s books. 

But with millions of words of prose 
to comb, it can be difficult to find the 
perfect reading - so we have 
compiled a guide for you. 

A History of Love 
By Nicole Krauss 

Once upon a time, there was a boy. 
He lived in a village that no longer 
exists, in a house that no longer 
exists, on the edge of a field that no 
longer exists, where everything was 
discovered, and everything was 
possible. A stick could be a sword, a 
pebble could be a diamond, a tree, a 
castle. Once upon a time, there was a 
boy who lived in a house across the 
field, from a girl who no longer 
exists. They made up a thousand 
games. She was queen and he was 
king. In the autumn light her hair 
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shone like a crown. They collected 
the world in small handfuls, and 
when the sky grew dark, and they 
parted with leaves in their hair. 

Once upon a time there was a boy 
who loved a girl, and her laughter 
was a question he wanted to spend 
his whole life answering. 

Jazz 

By Toni Morrison 


It’s nice when grown people whisper 
to each other under the covers. Their 
ecstasy is more leaf-sigh than bray 
and the body is the vehicle, not the 
point. They reach, grown people, for 
something beyond, way beyond and 
way, way down underneath tissue. 
They are remembering while they 
whisper the carnival dolls they won 
and the Baltimore boats they never 
sailed on. The pears they let hang on 


the limb because if they plucked 
them, they would be gone from there 
and who else would see that ripeness 
if they took it away for themselves? 
How could anybody passing by see 
them and imagine for themselves 
what the flavor (sic) would be like? 
Breathing and murmuring under 
covers both of them have washed 
and hung out on the line, in a bed 
they chose together and kept 


together nevermind one leg was 
propped on a 1916 dictionary, and 
the mattress, curved like a preacher’s 
palm asking for witnesses in His 
name’s sake, enclosed them each and 
every night and muffled their 
whispering, old-time love. 

The Princess Bride 
By William Goldman 

Do I love you? My God, if your love 
were a grain of sand, mine would be 
a universe of beaches... I have stayed 
these years in my hovel because of 
you. I have taught myself languages 
because of you. I have made my body 
strong because I thought you might 
be pleased by a strong body. 

I have lived my life with only the 
prayer that some sudden dawn you 
might glance in my direction. 

I have not known a moment in years 
when the sight of you did not send 
my heart careening against my rib 
cage. 

I have not known a night when your 
visage did not accompany me to 
sleep. There has not been a morning 
when you did not flutter behind my 
waking eyelids... 

I love you. Okay? Want it louder? I 
love you. Spell it out, should I? I 
ell-oh-vee-ee why-oh-you. Want it 
backward? You love I. 



Maidstone, Kent 

A trulq unique venue lor gowur 

wmclim|§ reception 

Bsip@Ib@ lor 

W@dl<fc^§ Rsespfttoi 
fir Private Charter 


Dbroatom 

Catering 


l^entisli Ya.cKi 

lire Cruisers 


01622753740 

www.keEtdiUady.co.uk 
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How a rehearsal dinner 
spins out the magic 


I T’S THE North American 

tradition that is winging its way 
over to Blighty - the rehearsal 
dinner is a celebration, usually 
held after the wedding rehearsal and 
on the night before the wedding 
ceremony. 

The guests usually include the 
married-to-be couple and others who 
form the wedding party, including 
parents, ushers, bridesmaids and 
other attendants. 

The purpose of the rehearsal dinner 
is for relatives and friends of the bride 
and groom to meet and have a good 
time - some relaxed frivolity before the 
more formal wedding event itself. 

The couple will often take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who 
has helped with the wedding 
preparations. 

Activities generally include 
toasting and the presentation of small 
gifts for those who have helped plan 
the wedding. 


Becky and Mike Smith decided to 
integrate a rehearsal dinner into their 
wedding celebrations. 

“Because we live in the south east, 
and most of our family members live 
in the north, it made sense to 
maximise the time and money they 
spent getting here,” Becky explains. 

“It was also a really nice excuse to 
stretch the celebrations out that little 
bit further!” 

Traditional rehearsal dinner 
etiquette dictates that the groom’s 
parents foot the bill because it’s the 
way for the groom’s mother to show 
that she knows how to entertain, too. 

But as more and more couples 
choose to pay for their own wedding 
or share the expenses between both 
families, the bottom line is you get to 
decide who shoulders the pre-wed- 
ding party responsibility. 

It is recommended that couples 
make their restaurant reservation, as 
soon as possible, but the general 



consensus is at least three to six 
months in advance of the date. 

By three months out, couples have 
a good idea how many guests will be 
attending and they can plan a menu 
that doesn’t conflict with their 
wedding day. 

Some experts say the couple should 
consider scheduling their rehearsal 
dinner on a Thursday night if they are 
having a Saturday wedding, which 
could reduce the cost of the rehearsal 
dinner, plus everyone can party as 
much as they want, sleep it off on 
Friday, and wake up for a wonderful 
wedding on Saturday. 

There are so many great rehearsal 


dinner locations it’s hard to pick one 
- a favourite restaurant is always a 
good choice. 

Selecting a place that’s close to the 
rehearsal site means it’s convenient 
for those attending. 

Many venues will let people reserve 
a private room - useful for breaking 
out the naked baby picture slides or 
karaoke machine 

It’s best to send out invitations four 
weeks before the event and, of course, 
after the wedding invitation. 

You should never put the rehearsal 
dinner invite in with the wedding 
invite - remember, even though 
rehearsal dinners are a part of the 


wedding festivities, they really are 
two separate events. 

Elegant, formal invitations are 
perfect for the wedding, but feel free to 
express your creativity with colour 
and thematic elements for the 
rehearsal dinner invites. 

The same goes for the rest of the 
evening - where most couples may be 
constrained by tradition for their big 
day, they can aim for a more relaxed 
and informal ambience for their 
rehearsal dinner. 

Becky says: “We had a rehearsal 
barbecue - the expense was worth 
it for a fun, informal evening for 
all.” 
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THE SPA HOTEL 


ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS ★ ★ ★ ★ 


the 

Perfect Wedding 


venue 


Flexible wedding packages from £45 per person 


Wedding Fayre 


Sunday 1 st March, 11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 


Mount Ephraim, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8XJ 
tel: 01892 520331 | fax: 01892 510575 
events(o)spahotel.co.uk | www.spahotel.co.uk 
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BRIDAL FABRIC 


FABRIC; 

for BRIDE 


2 


Wide range of 
fabrics in numerous 
colours suitable 
for bride, 
bridesmaids 
& Mother of 
the Bride 


01322 3804 m 

www.michaelsbS! 
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HEN PARTIES 




Ideal hen party venue with Sauna 

• Waxing & Pedicures 

• OPI Gel Manicures 

• St Tropez Tanning 

• Relaxing Lounge 

• Bridal Make Up 

• Elemis 

Tel: 01227 772 176 

www.purebythesea.com 



DECORATION 

&oll# ratio 

BALLOONS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

fULJftfCltM fUUI \fl WJi 
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wmv, balloonatic.CD.uk 




VENUE 


LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE VENUE 
FOR YOUR WEDDING RECEPTION? 

ft a We are located in the heart of the 

village of Manston, with all the facilities 
you need to make your day truly 
memorable. 

We have a large hall with a stage for 
IV live music/disco plus a lounge 

area with a fully licenced bar. 1 m 
The club is disabled friendly ^ 
m with a large car park at the rear. 

Packages which include exclusive use of venue for your reception 
party, full buffet for 50 guests and disco start from £1,295 


Call our events manager for more details 
on 07504 433134 

manstonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk 



ENTERTAINMENT 



ENTERTAINMENT 


ENTERTAINMENTS 

- Mobile Disco - 

- Photo Booth - 

- Bespoke Childrens Parties - 
- Photo Display Setups - f 

Paula 07930 663721 $ 

David 07540 293801 
supersoundsdisco@hotmajkco.iik \ * / 

www.supersoundsdisco.co^i£\ x 


WEDDING FAIR 
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18th April 2015 • 10am - 3pm 
Rainham School For Girls, 

Derwent Way, Rainham, Kent ME8 OBX 

Come meet a wide selection of bridal suppliers 
plus bridal hair & beauty demos 
and live music playing throughout the day 
For more information or to book a stall 
contact Amanda on 07771 356732 

Entry £2 each OR .£1.50 with this advert 
All bridal parties get a free goody bag 
& entry into a free prize draw! 


WEDDING BEAUTY 


WEDDING CATERERS 


x** we a 


193 High Street 
Sheerness 




We do wedding hair 
and make up packages 
and laser tattoo removal 


01795 669 229 



WEDDING HONEYMOON 
Book youi 


1 dream 
honeymoon 








Whether you are looking for ultimate 
luxury, adventure or an intimate getaway we can 
find your prefect honeymoon within your budget 
honeymoon many of our hotels are offering 
complimentary honeymoon offers, including room 
upgrades, candlelit dinners and spa treatments, and 
our Personal Travel Advisors can tailor-make your 
honeymoon from scratch call. 





Quality Outdoor Indian 
Catering Specialists 

Approved Caterers for many venues 
in and around Kent 



s 


Wedding Catering, Banqueting & Events Company 

Let us cater and organize your wedding. 

Kent based catering specialists. 

Services we provide: 

• Catering • Cutlery • Glassware • Table Dressing Decor 
• Fruit Display • Event Management • Service Staff 

• Chocolate Fountain • Flower Decor • Venue Search 

• Prestige Car Hire • Marquee Weddings • Mobile Bars 

Small Function Room Available 

Call us today on 01634 40 31 31 or 01634 400 450 \ZM 


HlSlQlC 


Lady Chutney’s, 74 High Street, Chatham, Kent. ME4 4DS www.facebook.com/ 

www.ladychutneys.cominfofaiadychutneys.com LadyChutneys 

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY 

1 ^ 

r Z 

Victoria XOeston 


YOeddinq photographer 

:4KL 
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ft 1 

dfradional pictures with informal 
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/JdemorLes that capture the Essence 

S' 


o-fj your Special 

/ 
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^tel: OI795 473635 /Kob: 07709 071392 
www*victoriaweston*co. uk. 

&Alt for an informal chat about your requirements and budget* 
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EXPERTS 

2014 AWARDS 


THE MANSION IS NESTLED IN ion At HI s 
OF BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPED GARDENS AND 
SURROUNDED BY THE WORLD RENOWNED 
PORT LYMPNE RESERVE IN KENT. IF YOU ARE 
SEEKING TO ADD A UNIQUE ELEMENT TO YOUR 
SPECIAL DAY WHY NOT INCLUDE A SAFARI? 


PORT LYMPNE 
HOTEL 


YOUR WEDDING YOUR MANSION 


WWW.AS I 1 f FOUN DATION 

PHONE: 01303 23411 1 

PORT LYMPNE RESERVE. LYMPNE, NR ASHFORD CT21 4PD 
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ROAR: Wildlife parks join a long list of attractions taking part in the My Kent Big Weekend 

Don’t miss out 
on the big free 
ticket giveaway 

Applications for tickets to more than 100 of the 
county’s top attractions must be received by this 
Tuesday for next month’s My Kent Big Weekend 


IME is running out to register to be 
in with a chance of nabbing free 
tickets to this year’s My Kent Big 
Weekend. 

The traditional tourism season 
curtain-raiser sees thousands of tickets offered 
to those who live in the county to try out ven¬ 
ues on their doorsteps. 

Organised by the county’s tourism champi¬ 
on Visit Kent, it is hoped word will spread to 
friends and family and help swell crowds dur¬ 
ing the rest of the year. 

This year’s event takes place over the week¬ 
end of March 21 and 22 with more than 100 
attractions offering a total of 20,000 free tick¬ 
ets. It coincides with English Tourism Week. 

Each household can obtain a maximum of 
one pair of tickets in total, but there is no limit 
to the number of attractions you apply for. 

But don’t hang around - you have to have ap¬ 
plied for a pair before Tuesday, February 17 to 
be in with a chance. 

Visit Kent chief executive Sandra Matthews- 
Marsh said: “We have a great range of busi¬ 
nesses participating this year. 

“This is the most exciting weekend of the 
year for us, as thousands of people get out and 
about in Kent and spread the word about just 
how much we have to offer.” 

Among those offering up tickets are the likes 
of wildlife parks Howletts and Port Lympne, 
Canterbury Cathedral, Dover Castle, the His¬ 
toric Dockyards Chatham, the former home of 
Winston Churchill Chartwell, Kent County 
Cricket Club, and even the McArthurGlen 
Shopping Centre in Ashford which is offering 
special discount passes. 

There’s the chance to take part in action 
sports, boat trips, play golf or even try your 
hand at scuba diving. 


All the details of tickets available - and the 
number of applications are on the event’s dedi¬ 
cated website. 

However, those applying are reminded not to 
be put off by lots of entries for the top attrac¬ 
tions as others may be ineligible should they 
secure tickets for elsewhere. 

Going into this weekend, there had already 
been 85,000 ballot entries so far. 

Last year, more than 115,000 people applied 
for the 20,000 free tickets. 

To register and see the full list of destinations 
taking part, as well as applying for tickets, visit 
the Kent Big Weekend website at www. 
mykentbigweekend.co.uk. Kent on Sunday is a 
media partner of the event. 





Minimum part exchange 
£3,000 on all stock Citan Vans, 


Citan Panel Van from £199*per month 
Citan Dualiner from £285* per month 
Citan Traveliner from £299*per month 


Available for immediate delivery 


*Terms and conditions apply. Deposit Contribution available when financed with Mercedes-Benz Financial Services. 

Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY and is subject to status. Monthly payments displayed are based on an 
Agility finance package with a 20% plus VAT deposit. 48 months term, 12,000 miles per annum. Credit provided 
subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 26/01/2015 
and 31/03/2015. Offer subject to availability. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, 
MK15 8BA. Part Exchange vehicle must be yours to sell and be presented with an invoice, vehicle registration 
document and at least 60 days’ MOT. 




Mercedes-Benz 

Vans. Born to run. 


Sparshatts of Kent, Ashford - Dartford - Sittingbourne - Tonbridge, Tel 0844 396 1122 www.sparshatts.co.uk 
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Beauty or a 
beast? Shrek 
hits the stage 

REVIEW: Musical based on animated 
classic has taken over the Marlowe in 
Canterbury. Chris Britcher pays a visit 



LOVE : Donkey gets up close and personal with the dragon on the Marlowe stage 




T AKE a no-questions-asked 
animated movie success 
story, hurl a significant 
budget at it, mix in plenty 
of song and dance and 
plonk it on the stage, and the result? 
Well, in short, it’s Shrek The Musical. 

After a hugely successful run in 
London’s West End, the show is now 
on the road and hitting the bigger 
theatres in the provinces. 

And after the Marlowe Theatre’s 
transformation a little over three 
years ago into major modern venue, it 
now delivers the capacity and facili¬ 
ties which make it ideal for such a 
high-profile production. 

So this week it moved in, and, like 
trying to get an ogre out of his swamp, 
it is refusing to budge for a month. 

Taking up residency until March 1, 
the show is perfect to attract people 
back to the live theatre environment. 
It has characters which everyone 
knows, a storyline familiar to all 
and more colour than a Dulux 
catalogue. 

And judging by the make-up of the 
crowd, it’s not a million miles away 
from those who would normally flock 
to enjoy the theatre’s excellent festive 
pantomimes - from pensioners to five- 


6 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £249 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £185 


FUN: After 
glory in the West 
End, Shrek The 
Musical is now 
on a UK tour 


HALF TERM KARTING 


year-olds and plenty in between. 

The question is, after being trum¬ 
peted by the theatre for more than a 
year, is it worth the ticket money? 

The answer is a resounding yes. 

The songs are catchy, the script 
sharp and witty, and the costumes 
fabulous. 

You’ll know the story - ogre Shrek 
is tasked with saving a princess in a 
tower, guarded by a dragon, in order 
to stop his swamp being over-run by 
persecuted fairytale characters. He’s 
joined by the ever-jabbering Donkey 
who decides Shrek is his new best 
friend. That Princess Fiona’s fantasy 
of being save by Prince Charming is 
rudely awoken by Shrek’s arrival. 
Cue some key revelations and the 
positive message of celebrating what 
you are. 

It is some of the individual perform¬ 
ances which shine so brightly. Faye 
Brookes as Princess Fiona is faultless. 
What’s more, without the extensive 
make-up which Dean Chisnall (Shrek) 
requires, she injects life and emotion 
every time she takes to the stage. 

She, however, only shares the lime¬ 
light with Lord Farquaad, played by 
Steffan Harri. Without wishing to 
spoil some quite glorious visuals, Far- 


quaad’s portrayal is worth the en¬ 
trance fee alone, and his set-pieces 
are laugh-out-loud entertainment. 

Yet it would be unfair to identify 
just the pair of them; the ensemble 
work so well together and the charac¬ 
ters are just so vibrant. 

The second half in particular is just 
a glorious romp from start to finish. 

If you’re pondering whether to go, 
just do it. You will not be disappointed. 
Shrek the Musical runs at the 
Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury, 
until March 1. For details see 
www. m a r lowet h ea tr e. com. 


SCENIC SCOTLAND 

A 6 day coach 
break staying at our 
Loch Long Hotel. 
There will be an 
excursion everyday 
including Dunoon, 
Tighnabruaich, Oban, 
Edinburgh, Fort 
William, Glencoe, 
Rannoch Moor, 
Inveraray & a cruise 
on Loch Lomond. 

LOCHS 
^ GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 


www.LOCHS.COM 


TOUR INCLUDES: 


•5 Nights Half 
Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 


PICKUP FROM: 


Ramsgate, 

Broadstairs, 

Margate, 

Birchington, 

Herne Bay, 

Whitstable, 

Canterbury, 

Birchanger 

Services 


Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


01389 713713 


SPRING CEILIDH 
BREAK _ ' 

This 5 day coach break 
staying at our Loch 
Tummel Hotel includes a 
“Ceilidh Night” (Kay-lee), 
when you will enjoy typical 
Scottish entertainment 
with foot tapping music 
provided by accordionists, 
pipers and highland 
dancers. There will also 
be an excursion everyday 
including Balmoral, 
Braemar, Ballater, St 
Andrews and entrance 
into Blair Castle. 

LOCHS 
^ GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 


TOUR INCLUDES: 


•4 Nights Half 
Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 


PICKUP FROM: 


Orpington, 

Locksbottom, 

Bromley, 

Chislehurst, 

Sidcup, 

Bexley, 

Dartford, 

Birchanger 

Services 


Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 







-Ages 4 + 

Turn Up n’ Drive on the 
Club/National & Kids Mini 
GP Circuit. February | 8 




- Ages 4 + 

Pre-Bookable sessions on the 
Club/N ational & K ids Mini GF 
Circuit. I February^ 20 th A 


For full details & 
availability see 
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The Denture Clinic 


NEW DEAL CLINIC NOW OPEN! 


Express Denture Repair, Reline and addition Service 


• New Cosmetic • All Work Produced on 

Dentures with Jaw Line Premises, Excellent 

Improvement Aftercare 



BRITISH 
ASSOCIATION 
OF CLINICAL 
DENTAL 
TECHNOLOGY 


31 ROPER CLOSE, 
CANTERBURY 
CT2 7EP 

Tel: 01227 764241 

Established 1995 


• GDC Registered Clinical 
Dental Technicians 


Appointments 
now being taken 
- call us on 

01304 389555 


The Denture Clinic 


£50 off 

all new 
dentures 

with this voucher 


Available at the Deal clinic only. One voucher per 
customer. Valid only until 31st March 2015. 

. — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — j 


1A STANHOPE ROAD, 
DEAL, CT14 6AB 

Tel: 01304 389555 


110 HIGH STREET, 
BROADSTAIRS 
CT101JB 

Tel: 01843 600789 

Established 2000 
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GRIM: Puppies often travel in spartan conditions DESIRABLE: Buyers want young puppies, preferring 'designer’ breeds 

Is sinister trade behind increase 
of puppies coming into the UK? 

The number of dogs being brought through our ports has risen six-fold since legislation on animal 
travel was relaxed in 2012. Now questions are being asked as to what is fuelling the increase... 


maria chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


T he ‘suspiciously high’ 
number of young dogs trav¬ 
elling through borders like 
Dover has raised concerns 
about puppy-smuggling. 

A massive increase in the number of 
the animals travelling from Poland, 
Romania, Hungary and other eastern 
European countries saw a six-fold 
growth in two years, from 2,000 in 
2011, rising to 12,000 in 2013. There 
was a 61 per cent rise in the first year 
alone. 

This hike followed changes to the 
Pet Travel Scheme (PETS) in 2012 (see 
box) and sparked an undercover in¬ 
vestigation by charity Dogs Trust, 
which was looking to obtain evidence 
that desirable ‘designer’ breeds of pup¬ 
py are being brought into the UK not 
as pets, but to sell. 

And it is not the only organisation 
to have raised the issue. 

P&O Ferries has also voiced con¬ 
cern, with a spokesman saying: “Our 
staff are in an invidious situation as 
they see suspiciously high numbers of 
young dogs being presented for travel 
within the rules of the scheme, with 
what appears to be the correct 
documentation.” 

During the investigation, the chari¬ 
ty filmed European vets creating false 
pet passports and fake rabies vaccina¬ 
tion records, as well as breeders talk¬ 
ing about how much money they 
could expect to make. 

Paula Boy den, the Dogs Trust’s vet¬ 
erinary director, outlined some of the 
reasons she believes the trade is so pro¬ 
lific: “We do live in a demand society, 
and if people want something, they of¬ 


ten want it now, and won’t want to 
wait. Most people now do their re¬ 
search online, and won’t think about 
where the dog has come from, or how 
the dog has been bred, but the puppy 
smuggling report and undercover 
footage reveals the high level of cor¬ 
ruption at the heart of the puppy 
smuggling trade, plus the worrying 
welfare risks imposed on both dogs 
and humans alike.” 

The issues arising from the trade are 
myriad - smuggled dogs can carry dis¬ 
ease for example, because they have 
not been properly vaccinated. 

“We have to be rational about ra¬ 
bies,” said Dr Boyden. “It is a very emo¬ 
tive word, and it has decreased in Eu¬ 
rope. The majority of these puppies 
are bred in isolated areas, so it’s a 
small risk, but some puppies are taken 
to markets, where it could spread. 

“Another risk is a type of tapeworm 
called echinococcus. There is a man¬ 
datory treatment for that in the UK. 
It’s a very slow burn disease, with an 
incubation period of 10 to 15 years in 
humans, but it can affect the liver and 
shorten life span.” 

Another concern for the charity is 
animal welfare - puppies too young to 
travel can undertake journeys of up to 
40 hours in the back of vehicles. 

Dr Boyden said: “These puppies are 
treated like objects - like a kettle rath¬ 
er than living creatures. We saw one 
case where they were kept in a cup¬ 
board, only ever seeing daylight when 
the cupboard door was opened.” 

The knock on effect of this ill-treat¬ 
ment can be seen further down the 
line: the biggest cause of euthanasia 
in dogs under two years of age is be¬ 
havioural issues, which can arise if 
the puppies are not properly socialised 
when they are younger. 


The Dogs Trust took its footage to 
the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) who 
said: “We take evidence of the illegal 
importation of pets very seriously. The 
action we are taking to tackle this 
trade is focused on three areas. 

“Firstly, responsibility for stopping 
the illegal movement of puppies begins 
in the country where they are born, 
where the authorities have a duty to 
ensure that the welfare of pets intend¬ 
ed for sale is safeguarded and that EU 
pet passports are issued correctly. We 
will continue to act on reports of abuse 
of the pet travel scheme. 

“Secondly, we will maintain effec¬ 
tive border controls. The UK carries 
out more checks on pets at the border 
than most other EU member states 
and stringent penalties are in place 
where people are found to be breaking 
the rules. 

“Thirdly, the illegal trade is driven 
by demand for cheap pedigree puppies 
and we have published guidance on 
the steps pet owners can take to avoid 
buying an illegally imported pet. We 


IN JANUARY 2012 the rules for 
importing dogs into the UK were 
relaxed. Now, younger dogs can 
travel to the UK from EU countries, as 
they now only have to wait for 21 
days after a rabies vaccination. 

PETS covers ‘non-commercial’ dogs, 
and under PETS, up to five dogs 
can be imported per person. 

There are stricter regulations for 
dogs that travel commercially. 
Since 2012, more dogs have 
travelled under PETS, and there 
has been a corresponding dip in 


are also working with the Pet Adver¬ 
tising Advisory Group who have de¬ 
veloped minimum standards for on¬ 
line pet advertisers, which have led to 
the removal of more than 130,000 
problematic adverts in the last year.” 

Canterbury MP Julian Brazier has 
also pledged his support to the issue, 
telling KoS: “There is definitely a seri¬ 
ous problem there, and a key compo¬ 
nent in the trade is the willingness of 
bent vets in the countries concerned to 
sign false papers -1 have suggested the 
trust pursue this. 

“I am writing to the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) to take up the issues that were 
raised. I will also be contacting the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
to see if they can exert any influence 
on their colleagues overseas, who are 
facilitating the puppy trafficking into 
this country.” 

Dogs Trust Canterbury’s rehoming 
centre manager Adam Levy high¬ 
lighted another problem buyers of 
these puppies could face: “Should a 
puppy be identified by your vet as an 


the import of dogs for commercial 
activity. 

The undercover team found a 
Lithuanian breeder operating in 
Kent. When they went to visit him, 
they discovered that he is an 
established breeder and dealer, he 
claims to be able to supply 
whatever dogs they wanted to buy. 

A spokesperson said: “He 
showed us some dogs in his 
kennels including Rottweilers, and 
pedigree Pit Bulls. He claims he 
can get them into the UK without 


illegally landed foreign import, you 
could be faced with additional vet fees 
and have to pay for quarantine costs. 

“The implications of the puppy 
smuggling trade goes beyond the huge 
welfare implications for the dogs, it af¬ 
fects unsuspecting members of the 
public too, local authorities and ani¬ 
mal charities who pick up the pieces.” 

The charity has outlined plans to 
tackle the problem. “We want to see 
the checks more intelligence-led,” Dr 
Boyden explained. 

“We want the Government to make 
the current checks that are conducted 
before allowing a pet to travel far more 
robust, and to actively encourage 
cross agency working, to create data¬ 
bases of information and share data. 

“We want to increase post-vaccina¬ 
tion wait times and quarantine to 
three months. This is the incubation 
period for rabies, but also means that 
the puppies would be older and there¬ 
fore less desirable to buyers. 

“Also, we’d like to see stricter fines 
and deterrents for those caught ille¬ 
gally bringing dogs into the UK.” 


any problem by saying they are 
either mongrels or Argentinian pit 
bulls which look very similar.” 

Dogs Trust veterinary director, 
Paula Boyden says: ‘ Always ask to 
see a puppy interacting with the 
mother before buying, also check 
the paperwork - try and find the 
provenance of the animal. 

“Talk to your vet. Most of all, if 
you think it’s not right, walk away. It 
can be hard to do this, but you are 
subsidising the trade by buying an 
illegally imported puppy.” 


THE IMPACT OF CHANGES TO THE PET SCHEME 
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Encounters 

* Eniaiing creatures 


bluereeF 


Rock-A-Nore Road, Hastings, TN34 3DW. 
Tel: 0844 549 9088 OPEN DAILY! 

bluereefaquarium.co.uk 
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Beauti 


Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 


ian pennick r 

[interiors 


Studio adjacent to Canterbury Garden Centre 

Canterbury Road, Herne Common, Kent CT6 7U 


telephone 01 227 283850 for free advice 7 days a week 
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From wind to rain, sun to snow, 
author tackles nation's weather 

From the Great Fire of London to the Great Storm of 1987, the brute strength of the British weather is 
both inspiring and frightening. Writer Patrick Nobbs examines our fascination with the elements 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


I N FUTURE tests to define what 
makes someone British, they 
would do well to put our collec¬ 
tive fascination with the weath¬ 
er as a key part of what identi¬ 
fies us as a nation. 

After all, we are obsessed with it. 
When there’s a small chance of snow 
we whip ourselves into a frenzy of an¬ 
ticipation and excitement. When the 
wind picks up, we fear for a hurricane. 
And when the sun finally comes out 
we are, as one, a blur in stripping off 
and worshipping those warm rays. 

As proof positive, just look at poor 
old Michael Fish. He made one (ad¬ 
mittedly appalling) mistake when 
warning us not to worry about a hur¬ 
ricane... just a few hours before, 
ahem, a hurricane struck, and his en¬ 
tire career is defined by it. 

But the weather defines us, shaping 
our history. From fanning the flames 
of the Great Fire of London to deliver¬ 
ing devastating blows to our Navy. 
From icebergs forming in the English 
Channel to the impact on the health 
of whole generations. 

And it is that aspect which inspired 
a Sevenoaks writer to pen a book ded¬ 
icated to it. 

Patrick Nobbs is the author of The 
Story of the British and Their Weath¬ 
er: From Frost Fairs to Indian Sum¬ 
mers, a labour of love that details 
Britain’s weather and our relation¬ 
ship with it across the ages. 

“I’ve always been interested in the 
weather,” Mr Nobbs told KoS. “But 
when I would go into bookshops to 
find books about it I saw a gap in the 
market. So I started writing myself. 

“The weather in Britain, although 
often benign, has thrown some ex¬ 
traordinary events at us across the 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


ages. Of those documented, a number 
have impacted substantially on the 
British Isles and our neighbours. In 
fact, the weather has occasionally 
changed the course of history and 
society.” 

It was a gale-force easterly wind 
that turned flames from a small do¬ 
mestic fire into an uncontrollable 
blaze, burning down London in Sep¬ 
tember 1666. It was a catastrophe, 
but it put an end to the plague and the 
cramped and dirty streets, forcing the 
redesign of London. 

Closer to home, and more recently, 
Kent’s own landscape was trans¬ 
formed over a dramatic night in Octo¬ 
ber 1987, when the great storm struck 
with wind speeds of up to 80mph con¬ 
stantly battering the south east for up 
to four hours. The result was more 
than a million trees uprooted in Kent 
alone and some 15 million in total. 

In Mr Nobbs’ hometown, the fa¬ 
mous Sevenoaks were reduced to just 
one after the battering. 

Mr Nobbs said: “I’m interested in 
how weather affects us, and the im¬ 
pact it has on society as a whole. 

“People tend to think of weather as 
a background subject but it’s actually 
something that many get quite excit¬ 
ed about. I wanted to give readers the 
context to the really big weather 
events - people often don’t realise 
that these events can be experienced 
in quite a benign way at the time - it’s 
looking back at them in their histori¬ 
cal context that really highlights 
their significance. 

“Things like extreme cold and 
snow - these can have huge impacts 
on economy and trade, and can also 
spawn tragedy, like death and acci¬ 
dents. One of the most shocking 
events for me was the incredible gale 
of 1703. It was so powerful it almost 
destroyed our domestic Navy during 
a time of international crisis, blowing 


one ship and its terrified crew from 
Kent all the way to Norway. 

“In 1683, there was the coldest 
winter, with icebergs sinking ships in 
the Channel, and fog across cities that 
lasted from December all the way 
through to February - the death tolls 
were astronomical.” 

On top of the extreme situations, 
looking at weather in its historical 
context shows how it affected people 
- times very different to today. 

“Look at Jane Austin times,” Mr 
Nobbs says. “When you watch televi¬ 
sion shows about this period, it’s inex¬ 
plicably bright. But without street 
lighting, it would not only have been 
freezing cold, but very dark as well. 

“People had to deal with tempera¬ 
ture issues without the central heating 
we have today - this could lead to prob¬ 
lems with frozen water supplies which 
meant dysentery spread more easily.” 

Even more recently, history takes 
on a deeper significance when con¬ 
sidered in the context of the weather. 

“The winters of 1962 and 1963 
were so cold, it seemed like the dawn¬ 
ing of a new ice age. There were many 
industrial strikes at this time - during 
periods in 1963, there were strikes 
most days. The weather was used as a 
bargaining tool, making a miserable 
experience a lot more miserable.” 

A former marketing executive for 
several global businesses, his fascina¬ 
tion with the weather began in 1976 
and the long, hot summer. 

Little wonder, then, that his first at¬ 
tempts at the book delivered far more 
information than necessary. 

He explained: “As I started writing 
about it, it turned into a large volume. 
I was very lucky to find a publisher 
quickly, and one of the first things 
they got me to do was cut it down by a 
half- to 100,000 words.” 

Having secured a history degree at 
university, Mr Nobbs was no stranger 
KEA 


to digging deep into books from years 
gone by, and he admits research was 
an enormous time-consuming aspect 
of his efforts. 

“I have a big collection of weather 
books of my own, which were a useful 
resource. When you’re looking for in¬ 
formation about certain periods 
there’s actually quite a lot of informa¬ 
tion in the form of newspapers. It’s a 
question of spending time sifting 
through cuttings.” 

He worked in a methodical way, 
working through each chapter. 

“I became very organised,” he re¬ 
flects, “because I had to do the work in 
my own time, on weekends and dur¬ 
ing the evenings. I wrote the whole 
thing in about a year, then towards 
the end of that year, I started writing 
to publishers. 

“When they got 
the manuscript, 
we discussed it, 
and they gave me 
a deadline to cut it 
down - which 
made it much 
more readable 
and succinct. At 
this point they 
took it away and 
gave it to one of 
their editors to 
work on.” 

As a first time 
writer, he didn’t 
know what to ex¬ 
pect from the ed¬ 
iting process. 

He said: “It 
was really excit¬ 
ing at first, but I 
did start to get 
impatient - of 
course you want 
to see your work 
published, but it 
is a long process, 


which you don’t realise until you are 
going through it.” 

The process of writing enriched Mr 
Nobb’s own knowledge of the subject. 

The book is divided into sections 
detailing different events, then sub¬ 
divided chronologically within the 
sections. “This is because it’s not 
written for someone to read all the 
way through,” explains Mr Nobbs. 
“It’s possible to dip into it, looking at 
certain chapters at a time. 

“The book is for everyone, I hope there’s 
something for everyone to enjoy in there, 
across ages - it’s all interesting.” 

The Story of the British and Their 
Weather: From Frost Fairs to Indian 
Summers by Patrick Nobbs (Amberley 
Publishing) has a RRP of £20. 
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Join us for a private party that evokes the heady days of the 
60s at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk Coast near 
Lowestoft. Enjoy live entertainment from The Tremeloes and 
the Swinging Blue Jeans as well as tributes to The Beatles 
and Buddy Holly, plus Free Drinks every night and lots of 
nostalgic fun. 


INCLUDED: 3 Free Drinks per person per night - house beers 
& spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• Entertainment 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite CHALET - upgrade available 


The Beatles Tibute 


833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB 9 5 EL 
ABTA NoY 0291 -ATOL 9362 
Email: 

info@gnholidays.com 

Web: 

www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9 am to 5 . 30 pm weekdays 
9 . 30 am to 12 . 30 pm 
Saturdays 

You cannot book these 
self-drive breaks direct 
with the hotels 

®ABTA 

Trtr+l EBH&dHU> 


Spring Back to the 60s Seaside Party 

Pontins Pakefield, near Lowestoft, Suffolk Coast 

£129pp . 3 nights half board plus • Friday 13 March, 2013 


Bournemouth Spring Party - Sundiff Hotel 

LlS^PP • 4 nights half board plus • Monday 2 March, 2015 


99n 

Drinks 

6pm to 9pm 


Join us for a spring break at one 
of Bournemouth’s premier 3 star 
hotels, The Suncliff, situated on 
the resort’s prestigious East Cliff 
within easy walking distance of 
all its attractions. The Suncliff has 
an indoor leisure complex with a 
heated pool, sauna, mini gym and 
squash courts with viewing 
gallery (small charge applies). 
You will also enjoy a 99p bar and 
live entertainment every evening. 


INCLUDED: 99P bar 6-gpm 
nightly - house beers and 
spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• Live nightly entertainment 

• 4 breakfasts and 4 dinners 

• 4 nights sharing an en- 
suite bedroom with TV & 
tea/coffee tray - upgrades 
available 


Entertainment 
Each Night 


Over 40s 
only 


Quote BM3-K0S 


Christmas Cracker Party through the Decades 
Pontins Pakefield, near Lowestoft, Suffolk Coast 

£ 129 pp. 3 nights half board plus* Friday 20 November, 2015 


Drinks 


Entertainment 
Each Night 


Join us for an over 40s Christmas 
party weekend to remember as 
we re-wind the decades and go 
back to the 60s, 70s and 80s at 
Pontins Pakefield, by the sea near 
Lowestoft, Suffolk. Add 3 Free 
Drinks per person per night and 
you’ve got the perfect recipe for 
a great party weekend. 


INCLUDED: 

• 3 Free drinks every night - 
house beers 8c spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks 8c mixers 

• Full entertainment 
programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet - 
upgrade available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


£10pp 

Deposit 


Over40s 
only 


Entertainment 
Each Night 


Over40s 
only 


Quote US3-K0S 


Quote CC11-KOS 


Worthing Winter Warmer Party - chatsworth Hotel | 

£ 99 pp • 2 nights half board plus • Friday 13 March, 2015 


£1 Drinks 

7pm to 10pm 
Each Night 


Join us in Worthing for a 
Winter Warmer Party and 
enjoy £1 drinks and live 
entertainment every night. The 
Chatsworth is one of the finest 
hotels on the south coast, just 
a stone’s throw from the sea 
and a short stroll to the town 
centre. All bedrooms are en- 
suite and a lift services all 
floors. 


INCLUDED: £1 drinks from 7pm 
to 10pm both evenings - pint 
of house beer or small glass of 
wine 

• 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 

• Live nightly entertainment 

• 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV 8c free wifi 


Entertainment 


Each Night 


9ver49s 

only 


Quote W03-K0S 


Best of the 60s and 70s Christmas Party 
Warner Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 

£ 239 pp • 3 nights semi-all-inclusive • Friday 27 Nov, 2015 


Drinks 


Entertainment 
Each Night 


Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, and 
location make Warner’s Norton 
resort, at Yarmouth on the Isle of 
Wight, our most popular Christmas 
Party venue. 

This Christmas we're featuring music 
from the 60s 8c 70s including Edison 
Lighthouse (Love Grows where my 
Rosemary goes) plus tributes to 
Dusty Springfield and Tom Jones and 
lots of festive and nostalgic fun. 
There’s also a Free Bar from 6pm to 
midnight every night. 


a super ■ 

Grange I 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 
6pm to midnight every night - 
house beers 8c spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks 
8c pumped mixers 

• 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts 

• Live nightly entertainment 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet - 
upgrades available 

• Return car ferry 


£10pp 

Deposit 


Car Ferry 
Included 


Over 40s 
only 


Quote XN11-K0S 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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A play that takes place in two time zones will be performed at The Churchill 


T OM Stoppard’s comedy 
Arcadia will be per¬ 
formed at The Churchill 
Theatre as part of its 
first major tour since 

1993. 

The play has won countless 
awards including the 1993 Olivier 
and Evening Standard Awards for 
best new play. 

Some of the action takes place in 
a stately home in 19th-century 
rural Derbyshire. 

The bright and talented daugh¬ 
ter of the house, Thomasina 
Coverly, makes a startling 
discovery well ahead of her time. 

In the present day, academics 
Hannah Jarvis and Bernard 
Nightingale are attempting to 
piece together the fragments of the 
truth that tell her story. 

Robert Cavanah, whose list of 
TV credits include Emmerdale, 


Waterloo and Silent Witness, will 
be taking on the role of Bernard 
Nightingale. 

Mr Cavanah explained: “He is a 
don at a University. He thinks he’s 
discovered that a character who 
was a guest at Sidley Park was 
killed by Lord Byron in a duel. 

“If this is true then he’s coming 
up with one of these great literary 
discoveries that will make him 
famous. 

“It turns out a detail that he’s 
missed in his excitement just to be 
famous is his undoing. 

“Initially I thought he wasn’t like 
me at all, but the more you play a 
part you realise the characters you 
are well cast for, you’re cast for 
because they are most like you.” 

Arcadia explores the delicate 
relationship between past and 
present and paints a portrait of two 
generations of an aristocratic 


family as the focus moves from 
1809 to now. 

And Mr Cavanah is looking 
forward to getting his teeth into 
the new play. 

“I get asked to do theatre at least 
a couple of times a year and I 
mostly turn it down. 

“It depends on the role. I am not 
interested if it’s not a big enough 
part that I can really get a journey 
out of. 

“This is one of those plays where 
as it evolves we are still learning so 
much about it,” he said. 

“The play takes place in the two 
time zones so he’s only concerned 
with the modern time zone. 

“This had incredible meat to it. It 
was also comic, which is not 
something I have ever done 
before.” 

So how has he found the 
transition from TV to the stage? 


“They are very different 
mediums,” he said. 

“But ultimately, stage or film, it’s 
a thought process and as long as 
you are listening and reacting it 
will lead.” 

Tom Stoppard added: “I’m 
delighted a new tour of Arcadia, 
directed by the young, visionary 
Blanche McIntyre, is to take place. 

“The current challenges for 
regional theatre in the UK mean 
that a production of this scale and 
quality are very rarely touched.” 

Dakota Blue Richards will be 
making her stage debut as 
Thomasina. 

The performance will be taking 
place at The Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley from Monday, February 
16, to February 21. 

For more information or to book 
tickets, visit www.atgtickets.com/ 
bromley. 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch ... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


"HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


FEMALE 38, attractive, African, 
single mum, seeks male, 35-50 
for nights out, socialising, 
friendship and fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412793 
GENUINE 27yr old blonde, slim 
but busty, very naughty, seeks 
no strings meetings any age 
status. Text Only Mailbox Box 
No:4444830 | 

PETITE slim blonde 39yrs, pret¬ 
ty big blue eyes, looking for sim¬ 
ilar easygoing older male to put 
a spark back into my life, enjoy 
nights in/out and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412327® 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1880 Box No: 413399 
WIDOW 70, lonely, seeking 
gent, 70-75 to bring a bit of 
sparkle back in life, likes the¬ 
atre, cinema. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412475® 
ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1934 Box No: 415301 
KATIE 26yr old pretty slim blue 
eyed blonde looking for evening 
entertainment with open-mind¬ 
ed discreet guy, any age. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412319® 

ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
cuvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0905 
002 1950 Box No: 410291 
JANE 29yr old horsey female, 
loves the outdoors, cycling, as 
well as duvet days, WLTM not 
too serious male for a hopefully 
normal relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412315® 

DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. 
ACA. Tel No: 0905 002 1954 
Box No: 409901 


MARY 5ft 6in size 12 blonde, 
nice personality, good conver¬ 
sationalist, interesting, lots of 
interests WLTM likeminded car¬ 
ing, happy male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412169® 
ALISON, 27 busty, shapely lady 
seeks fun only with broad mind¬ 
ed man. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1958 Box No: 416073 
CLARE 36yrs successful single 
mum, independent, employed 
with OHAC, size 10, green 
eyes, pretty, likes swimming, 
family life, seeking male with 
similar values and interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412053® 

SUSIE, discreet married lady, 
young 36yrs seeks 
uncomplicated times with man 
any age or area, all texts 
answered. Box No: 4459437® 
SHARON 32yrs and still soul 
searching for Mr Right, I enjoy 
keeping in shape, caring for 
people, seeking loving respect¬ 
ful guy who also knows a good 
time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412049® 

FELICITY, professional female, 
32yrs, blonde, curvy, fun. Travels 
a lot and wltm chap for 
occasional fun on my travels. 
Box No: 4459438 ® 

SLIM petite, attractive brunette, 
56, British/Russian origin, 
excellent cook/home maker, 
seeks cultured male for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412129® 

LINDY, 43yrs young, married 
with husband away. Seeks 
discreet gent any age/area for 
no strings. Box No: 4459439 ® 
FREYA 33 6ft blonde, loves 
dancing and have a good time, 
employed, own home, one son, 
seeking similar laidback 
guy/dad for dates, chats and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412045® 

JENNI, sensual lady, 23yrs 
seeks mature experienced man 
for no strings, daytime fun. Box 
No:4459440 ® 


female, loves romantic walks, bly female who loves meals out, spring with me and onwards? 
cosy nights in, quality times, look- cosy nights in with a nice wine, Widow late 60's, enjoy most things 

ing for nice male to spend time walking, seeks professional male in life, looking for someone to 

and fall in love with. Tel No: 0906 with outgoing GSOH. Tel No: enjoy them with. Tel No: 0906 515 

515 7112 Box No: 411871® 0906 515 7112 Box No: 411509 ® 7112 Box No: 411395 ® 

LADY 60, size 12, easy going, 
likes animals, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411301 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


.. visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


rt)ur NEW MatchMaker service^ 
makes meeting people easy! 


TRY IT FOR FREE TODAY! 


Matchmaker does all the hard work /' ' / 

for you. We connect you with other 
members in your area who match — 

your interests to take the stress out ^'V I 
of meeting new people. ^ ^ ▼ 

KSIMPLYTEXTIAMIlTO nkTikin^ 

First 3 messages received are free; thereafter £1.50. 
Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time. 


SALLY, 36yrs, married but 
husband works away seeks 
discreet gent any age for fun only. 
Box No: 4492484 @ 

JAN 5ft 6ins, dark hair/eyes, nice 
smile, likes music, travel, country¬ 
side, animals, employed, OHAC, 
looking for companionship with 
similar lonely heart. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411865® 
SAMANTHA, solvent, sensual 
business women, 38yrs, travels a 
lot and seeks fun on the road. I'm 
married so please be discreet. Box 
No:4495859 ® 

SARAH 25 petite slim attractive 
blonde student, enjoys keeping fit, 
looking good, socialising, going 
out, being a mum WLTM similar 
fun genuine guy. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411537® 

JULIE attractive outgoing female 
with a very young attitude, loves 
running, living life, travel, WLTM 
someone special to make my life 
complete, hope you’re out there, 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411513® 

FIONA, young 32yrs, seeks 
uncomplicated fun with chap any 
age or area, texts only please, I'm 
nervous on the phone. Box No: 

4495861 ® 

LINDA 37, green eyes, attractive, | 

bubbly size 12, enjoys cosy nights 
in, text chats, seeking tallish fun 
guy for meals out, pubs, clubs and 
spending quality times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411033 ® 
RACHAEL, 36yrs, looking good for 
my age but need some daytime 
excitement. All text's answered. 
Box No: 4507091 ® 

64YR old lady, seeking male for 
friendship, companionship, out¬ 
ings and interesting conversation. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411975 

CAROLINE 39yr old pretty blonde 
looking for handsome caring man 
to put the sparkle back into my life 
and make each other feel special. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411891 ® 

33YR old sick of being single 
working mum, OHAC, likes the 
simple things in life, looking for 
romantic, honest guy with GSOH 
for cosy nights in and fun nights 
out Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411887® 


LYN 34yrs, pretty petite dark 
haired female, loves music, meals 
out, quiet drinks out, seeking car¬ 
ing male with GSOH who can 
make me feel special again. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410137® 

CAROLINE blonde curvy very 
active lady who loves to socialise, 
countryside, seeking similar caring 
male for LTR and to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409413® 

SUE optimistic divorced lady with 
OHAC, good job, enjoys meals 
out, cinema, countryside, pub 
lunches, looking for likeminded 
outgoing happy male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410467 ® 
CATHY very much a lady seeks 
gent up to 62yrs who would appre¬ 
ciate an independent professional 
sassy female who loves to be 
wined, dined and romanced. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410301 ® 


SUSAN seeking nice male, medi¬ 
um build, 35, easygoing, likes 
music, nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 406779® 

MARIE 37yrs slim attractive car¬ 
ing, likes meals in/out, cinema, 
tennis, keeping fit/ active, WLTM 
fun loving, reliable man for friend¬ 
ship leading to more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411037® 
SOPHIE 27yr old nursing assis¬ 
tant with no ties looking for dis¬ 
creet adult fun times with tall 
attractive guy 35-42yrs. GSOH 
essential. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410717® 

34YR single mum of 1 who loves 
nights out having a good time 
seeks similar sociable fun guy to 
enjoy relaxed but extremely fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410709® 


Men Seeking 

mydate24] 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


KEEN cyclist 58, non-competitive, WRITER tall, slim, dark hair, gen- 
seeks similar female for sea wall, erous, seeking broadminded lady 
countryside ride, walking etc for for fun times. Any age/status. Tel 
fun, laughs and whatever. Tel No: No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413337® 412749® 


RETIRED engineer 67, likes 
meals out, nights in, holidays, 
seeking slim lady, 60-65, young at 
heart to wine/dine, friendship and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:413161 ® 

JAMES. 45yrs, solvent caring gent, 
recently divorced seeks genuine 
lady to wine and dine. Single 
mums welcome. Box No: 4459441 

®_ _ 

RETIRED male, seeks attractive 
female for friendship and fun, any 
age/status/colour. East Kent, can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413133® 

AMIABLE intelligent male, 77, 
light smoker, seeks slim lady for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 413127 ® 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


CINDY 31 attractive, size 12 

brown eyed blonde, new to this but 
sick of passing up potential soul 
mate so thought I wld give it a go. 

ACA Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411873® 

RITA divorced care worker with no 
ties, 5ft lins, dark hair, enjoys 
meals out, cosy nights in, seeking 
male 45-55 with GSOH and similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411775® 

JANET 5ft 8ins, slim 12, pretty, 
green eyes, brown hair, seeking 
male companion for friendship 
hopefully leading to a relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411689® 


MATURE male, looking for dis¬ 
creet meetings with female. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413039® 

FRANK 54, 5ft 10ins, blue eyes, 
blond hair, smoker, seeking friend¬ 
ship with mature female, 40-60. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412893® 

COMPANY Director, mature, late 
50's, seeking female, any age for 
mutually rewarding friendship, 
Kent/Surrey area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412819 
IAN 5ft 11 ins, likes rock/roll, 
singing, making people laugh, 
seeking someone special. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 412799 ® 


BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412717® 

MALE seeking friendship of 
mature woman, smoker. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 412703 
SINGLE young lady, slim-medium 
build, 24-38 sought by mature 
male in Canterbury. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405697® 
MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392212 ® 
JAMES young, free and single, 
please give me a call if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412345® 

EX headmaster, tall, dark, seeks 
adventurous lady, status unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412263® 

MALE 49, 5ft lOins, likes cinema, 
reading, walks, seeks female in 
the Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412235 
BESIDE the Pointe. Literate self- 
possessing, legginess, kindred 
spirit sought by white male for ele¬ 
vating the bar. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412223 
BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410377® 


4 5 Y R 

old male, 
likes poetry, 
seeks compan¬ 
ion for relation¬ 
ship. Herne Bay 
area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411993® 

CHIPS on the pier, walks on 
the beach/countryside, VGSOH, 
58yrs old, fit male, seeks female 
for laughs and love and whatev¬ 
er. NE Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411725® 

MALE 5ft 11 ins, good-looking, 
athletic build, looking for discreet 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411477 
DEREK seeking female, 50-60 
for company, friendship and 
have fun together. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411433 
MALE 49, attractive, fit, sponta¬ 
neous, good company, no ties, 
seeking likeminded lady for the 
road ahead, nights in and out. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411309® 

RAY 63, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired, seeking no strings dis¬ 
creet meets for adult fun. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411147® 

WORLD war veteran seeking 
happy lady with nice conversa¬ 
tion in the Kent area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411133 
PAUL own business, looking for 
daytime fun with lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

411127® 

DAVE 65, retired, N/S, likes gar¬ 
dening, music, meals out, holi¬ 
days, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410971 
MALE likes outdoor life, smoker, 
seeking local female for cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410755® 

BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 ® 

DEREK 5ft 11 ins, slim-medium 
build, loving, caring, seeking 
black lady for possible relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410511 ® 


RETIRED 

male, fit, 
active, 
seeks no 
strings discreet 
meet with female, any 
age and size. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410343® 
ADVENTUROUS male, mid 
50's, seeks similar lady for fun 
and mutually enjoyable discreet 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410339® 

CHRIS widower likes DIY, gar¬ 
dening, nights out, rock and roll, 
N/S, looking for LTR with female. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410191 ® 

ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 
56ft, romantic, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025® 



Then send to 

80098 

•EG send WINK 123458 to 80098 

80098 costs 11.50 pec message. To STOP teal 
stop to 80098. Seivke provided by JMnJlallK 
Ud. SW4 7BX Need Help? Call 0707 7J0 7130 

DIVORCED male, seeks 
Oriental lady, likes animals, 
music, will take care of you for¬ 
ever. Thanet area, willing to trav¬ 
el. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:409963 ® 


EARLY 50's single male, smok¬ 
er, seeking likeminded female 
for company and to share life. 
Must have GSOH, like animals, 
walks, home made food and 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410441 ® 

DAVE 62, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired builder, seeks no strings 
discreet daytime meets for adult 
fun. Surrey, Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410899® 

41YR old male, dark hair, 5ft 
11 ins, easy going, likes music, 
guitar, seeking female for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410411 ® 
PHIL 6ft, clean shaven, blue 
eyes, smart, likes sports, walks, 
films, theatre, music, animals, 
GSOH, seeks female, 40-55 for 
fun and friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410351 


PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, OHAC, seeks 
warm, sincere female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409961 ® 

CANTERBURY mature male, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language inter¬ 
preter, seeks slim-medium build 
female, 24-42 for LTR. Single 
mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405697® 
PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, independent, 
OHAC, seeks warm, sincere, fun 
loving female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409745 ® 

DAVE 50, seeks female of simi¬ 
lar age for meals out, holidays 
etc. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:408415 


TALL 

black 
male, 45, 
likes meals out, 
good company, 
romantic, GSOH, light 
hearted, seeks easy¬ 
going female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409621 ® 
RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult fun. 
Dover. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409533 ® 

MALE seeking attractive female 
for discreet fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

409189® 

MALE seeking female to love and 
be loved back. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408941 
FIT fellow, full of fun, 58, seeks to 
find fanciable lady for free and fas¬ 
cinating future for LTR. Find your 
jar half full. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405857 

CHRIS 52, slim, looking for 

female, 25-38, slim, 5ft 2ins plus 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 408575 ® 

DAVE 50, likes holidays, meals 
out, socialising, easy going, seeks 
female 40 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408541 
ADAM 48, single dad, bored, 

seeking fun and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

408421® 

RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult fun. 
Medway area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408343 
MALE 67, professional, fit, 5ft 
lOins, medium build, reliable, tac¬ 
tile, likes most things, seeks slim 
lady, let’s go! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407855 
STEVE 6ft 4ins, OHAC, seeking 
relationship, outdoor type, homely, 
wanting mutual good relationship 
with sexy woman. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407835® 


M 


Follow us 

on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 15/02/15 
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Cricketing legend talks 
honestly in new show 



By Molly Kersey 

moUy.kersey@archant.co.uk 


CRICKET icon Andrew ‘Freddie’ 
Flintoff is set to share his memo¬ 
ries during a live theatre tour. 

Along with his TV producer and 
friend, writer Clyde Holer oft, he 
will be taking to the stage. 

The show will celebrate Mr 
Flintoff s sporting milestones 
- 2005 was the year that his 
Ashes victory propelled him to 
sporting legend status and made 
him one of England’s most 
admired cricket stars. 

The show will tie in with this 
year’s Ashes, and will see the pair 
cover all the tournament news 
and give one of British sport’s most 
revered personalities the chance to 
talk about his experiences, both 
on and off the pitch, in a refresh¬ 
ingly honest way. 

Mr Flintoff will be sharing his 
memories of that summer and 
moments from his career as well 
as his take on a range of topics. 

The Flintoff & Holer oft: Balls Out 
tour follows the creation of a new 
sporting podcast that Mr Flintoff 
and Mr Holcroft began last year. 

Recorded on a phone, each 


episode is an unscripted, uneditied 
and refreshingly unguarded 
conversation between them. 

The friends are now bringing 
the podcast to life. 

Mr Flintoff explained: “Clyde 
and I have had such a great 
response to the podcast so we 
thought it would be a fun idea to 
turn it into a live show. 

“Like the podcast we hope that 
the tour will be a lot of laughs and 
an excuse for us to talk about life 
and the lighter side of cricket.” 

Since retiring from internation¬ 


al cricket, Mr Flintoff’s charisma 
has transferred from the pitch on 
to the airwaves and screens and 
he has enjoyed success as both a 
radio and TV presenter. 

Mr Holcroft has worked in TV 
for some 20 years, producing and 
writing on Comic Relief, Sport 
Relief, The Frank Skinner Show 
and more. 

The performance will take place 
at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, 
on October 12 at 8pm. 

Tickets are £26. To book, call 
the box office on 0844 871 3015. 



LEGEND : His Ashes victory 
propelled him to legend status 



REFRESHING : He will talk 
about his experiences in the show 


Ellie Goulding tops charts 

FORMER University of Kent 
student Ellie Goulding 
powered her way to the top of 
the charts with Love Me Like 
You Do, from the soundtrack of 
the eagerly anticipated movie 
Fifty Shades of Grey. 



Celebrated ballet revivals 


A NEW show will give dynamic dancers the 
chance to showcase their talents. 

Ballet Central 2015 features an array of 
dance including ballet and contemporary. 

It will be at the Theatre Royal, Margate, on 
May 8 at 7.30pm. To book, visit www.theatre- 
royalmargate .com 


'Stay away if offended' 

LEWD, crude comedian Roy 
'Chubby’ Brown is set to 
entertain audiences at the 
Assembly Hall Theatre, 

Tunbridge Wells, on March 6 at 
7.30pm. 

To book, call 01892 530613. 



Sweet Charity in Margate 

AWARD-winning musical Sweet Charity will 
be at the Theatre Royal, Margate, on March 28 
and 29. 

It is the latest production by the University of 
Chichester Touring Company and follows the 
misadventures of Charity Hope Valentine. 

To book, call 08143 292795. 
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restaurants in Kent 
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Chinese New Year 

J * 

at The Pavilion Restaurant 1 
SB >^4^ 

Thursday, 19th Februarv^OlS 


Celebrate The Year of the Goat 
The Pavilion Restaurant is holding an exclusive Chinese 
New Year Party to celebrate the Year of The Goat, traditionally 
regarded as an auspicious occasion. 

Executive Head Chef, Byron Hayter, and the Pavilion Brigade have 
compiled a special menu to tantalise your taste buds - perfect 
for trying new dishes for the first time as well as old-favourites. 

£25 per person 

Children under 12 - half price 

Dress for the occasion... 

If you have traditional Chinese clothing, this is the perfect time to wear it. 
Associated with joy, happiness, good luck, wealth and good fortune, red 
clothes will ensure that you're fully participating in the spirit of the 
celebrations, combine with Gold for a festive look. 


To make your booking please call our Sales Team on 01233 213020 
or email: reservations@eastwellmanor.co.uk 

Eastwell Park, Boughton Lees, Ashford, Kent TN 25 4 HR www.eastwellmanor.co.uk 
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Andy Parsons is unleashed 

STAR of Mock The Week Andy 
Parsons will bring his new 
show to the Hazlitt Theatre, 

Maidstone, on February 26. 

For tickets for Live and 
Unleashed- But Naturally 
Cautious, call 01622 758611. 


Black Books star in town 



KNOWN for his sardonic observational 
comedy, Dylan Moran will be bringing his 
new stand-up show to The Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford. 

The star of Black Books and Shaun of the 
Dead will perform on March 31. 

Visit www.orchardtheatre.co.uk to book. 


The Searchers to play gig 

WITH hits including My Sweet 
and Sugar and Spice, The 
Searchers appeal to audiences 
of all ages. 

They will perform at Theatre 
Royal Margate on March 21. 

Call 01843 292795 to book. 


Dance thriller in Bromley 

A MULTI-AWARD winning dance thriller, The 
Car Man, will be opening at The Churchill 
Theatre on April 16. 

It tells the story of how a familiar 19th-century 
Spanish cigarette factory becomes a greasy 
garage-diner in 1960s America. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com for details. 



Thrilling performances 
in contemporary circus 



By Molly Kersey 

molly.kersey@archant.co.uk 


INTERNATIONALLY acclaimed 
contemporary circus, Cirque 
Eloize, will be returning to The 
Marlowe Theatre. 

A world leader in contemporary 
circus and firm favourite in the 
West End, Cirque Eloize combine 
circus arts with music, dance and 
theatre. 

Based in Montreal, the company 
has been creating thrilling 
performances since 1993. 

The show - Cirkopolis - will see 
12 multi-disciplinary artists 
including jugglers, contortionists 
and aerial artists, challenge their 
limits and showcase their talents. 

It features an inventive stage 
design and is accompanied by an 
original music score and video 
projections, using bursts of colour 
and imagination to entertain 
audiences. 

Directed by artistic director 
Jeannot Painchaud and co-direct- 
ed and choreographed by Dave 
St-Pierre, it aims to transport 
performers and spectators 
between dream and reality. 

The performers are invited to 


rebel against monotony and 
reinvent themselves. 

Mr Painchaud explained: 
“Cirkopolis was imagined as a 
crossroads - between imagination 
and reality, between individuality 
and community, between limits 
and possibilities. 

“The show is driven by the 
poetic impulse of life, the physical 
prowess of the circus and the 
humour, at once serious and 
light-hearted. 

“Entering Cirkopolis is all about 
letting go and allowing yourself to 


be borne aloft by hope.” 

Cirque Eloize: Cirkopolis will be 
performed at The Marlowe Theatre 
from March 3 to 7. 

Performances will take place at 
7.30pm and there will also be a 
2.30pm matinee on the Saturday. 

Tickets are priced from £16 to 
£31.50. 

A booking fee applies and 
concessions are available. 

Tickets are available now. To 
book call the box office on 01227 
787787, or alternatively you can 
visit www.marlowetheatre.com 



INVENTIVE : The show will be 
accompanied by an original score 



EXCITING: Aerial artists and 
jugglers showcase their talents 


K 

Tttum&ai fate 

The Royal Standard, Ashford Road 
Bethersden, Kent TN26 3LF 

www.mumbaigate.co.uk 




Bring advert in to 

RECEIVE DISCOUNT. 

Monday - Thursday 
20% off all bookings. 


01233 820800 
01233 820280 


Friday- Sunday 10% 
Excluding poppadums, 

DRINKS AND KING PRAWNS. 


Rosemary Nurseries 

Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

(Find us between Spitfire memorial @ Kent Int Airport and Margate Crematorium) 


25 YEAR CELEBRATION JANUARY SPECIALS 


Spring Bedding including Double Flowered Primroses in many beautiful colours 
Roses inc. David Austin and Old Fashioned varieties standard & half standards 


Flowering and Fruiting trees inc. half standard flowering Crabapples & Nishiki 
variagated Grafted Willows - Shrubs. Bare root hedging still available. 


Support your local growers Open every day - Opening times: Mon to Sat 9-5 | Sun 10-4 


Garden Me Beautiful! 

Female gardener available 
RHS trained 

Call now on 

01304 367742 / 07845 730389 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


m|k eik 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



BEIO 


DOMESTIC /> 
INSTALLER IAJ 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 




Km Fm 


Media Partner 


i Rocket 


eltonjohn.com 


FULLY RESERVED SEATED OUTDOOR CONCERT 


SUNDAY 31 MAY 

KENT EVENT CENTRE 
KENT SHOWGROUND 
NR MAIDSTONE 

AXS.COM • 08448 24 48 24 

HOSPITALITY ENQUIRIES CALL 01622 633 064 

Tickets sold subjed to booking fee and Promoters terms & condit'ons(details on request). 

Disabled customers advised to book early. Subjed to licence. 


c in associatior 
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rack where FI leaends trained hosts fun davs 


Buckmore Park Karting is where Lewis Hamilton and Jenson Button honed their skills as youngsters 


B UCKMORE Park Karting 
is famous for being the 
circuit where Formula 
One legends such as dou¬ 
ble world champion Lewis 
Hamilton and world champion Jen¬ 
son Button honed their skills as boys. 

It has seen a whole host of famous 
faces over the years having been vis¬ 
ited by many young people who have 
been climbing the ladder to a success¬ 
ful career, and even by members of 
the Royal Family - Princess Diana 
paid a visit there with Princes Wil¬ 
liam and Harry in 1992. 

For a long time they have been of¬ 
fering ‘arrive and drive’ days for those 
aged four and over. This is when ordi¬ 
nary members of the public can just 
turn up and have a go at karting. 


With two turn up ‘n’ drive circuits 
catering for drivers from aged four 
upwards and an MSA approved inter¬ 
national circuit, Buckmore Park can 
offer karting for all - from a total nov¬ 
ice to the most experienced. 

Children aged four to seven can en¬ 
joy the thrill of driving the 6mph elec¬ 
tric carts on the exciting 120m Kids 
Mini GP Circuit, complete with gradi¬ 
ent and a hairpin bend. 

The Paddock Circuit, complete 
with a fast straight, tight hairpin and 
gradient, provides those aged eight 
and over with an exciting circuit for 
their ‘turn up ‘n’ drive karting. 

Three age groups are catered for, 
each with their own fleet of karts. 

The track is also available for exclu¬ 
sive hire for the families who want to 



EXCITING: Different age groups 
are catered for at Buckmore Park 


be out on the track together. 

And Buckmore Park have even 
more fun in store this year. 

They will be introducing some new 
fun days for the family to enjoy. 

Following numerous customer re¬ 
quests, Buckmore Park Karting will 
be introducing family Friday fun 
days. 

These days are the same as the ever 
popular ‘family turn up ‘n’ drive days’ 
but with the added benefit of being 
able to pre-book a time slot. 

The Club Circuit and National Cir¬ 
cuit are available for turn up ‘n’ drive 
sessions on ‘family days’ and are pre- 
bookable for the family Friday fun 
days. 

You can simply book your slot in 
advance either over the phone by 


calling 01634 661611 or online by 
visiting www.buckmore4kids.co.uk 

The first family Friday fun day will 
take place on February 20. 

However, for those who do not wish 
to pre-book - the circuit is again run¬ 
ning it’s very popular ‘family turn up 
‘n’ drive’ karting days. 

The first family day of 2015 will be 
taking place on Wednesday, Febru¬ 
ary 18. 

There are also many other activi¬ 
ties which will be running through¬ 
out the school holidays. 

For more information about what 
Buckmore Park Karting has to offer, 
you can visit their new responsive 
website at www.buckmore4kids. 
co.uk/turn-up-drive for a day to day 
diary of events. 


Compulsive cleaners 

A PRODUCTION company is looking 
for people to take part in hit Channel 4 
show Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. 

The primetime series sees everyday 
people with a compulsion to clean up offer 
their services to people with disorganised 
houses in need of a spruce up, in the hope 
that they can learn from each other. 

To find out more, contact betty production 
company on 02079070892. 


Fresh talent needed 

■ ORGANISERS of the Dartford Festival 
are looking for music acts, dance 
schools and groups to appear on the main 
stage. 

Singers, bands and dance groups will 
have the chance to showcase their talents on 
July 18 and 19 at Central Park, following in the 
footsteps of Tank Trap and Prequels. 

Email festival@dartford.gov.uk with details 
and relevent Youtube links to apply. 


Beach huts in new play 

ICE creams and deckchairs will feature 
in a comedy play at the Gravesend 
Theatre Guild. 

Sandcastles will run from February 26 to 
28 at 7.30pm. 

The play is written by Bob Larbey - creator 
of some of well loved TV sitcoms including 
The Good Life and As Time Goes By. 

Tickets are available now and can be 
bought by calling 07738416183. 


Pun Gent in the county 

STEWART Francis will bring his 
hilarious new show Pun Gent! to the 
Assembly Hall Theatre on May 29. 

The star of Mock the Week and Live at the 
Apollo has dedicated the show to his father. 

Tickets and £18.50 with a £1.25 per ticket 
booking fee. 

To book, call the box office 01892 530613 
or book online at www.assemblyhalltheatre. 
co.uk 






Find 


over... 


... painters and decorators 

in Kent on localsearch24. 


local search 24.co.uk 

your trusted local directory 
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Tradition and change in Vietnam 



FUSION: Vietnam has changed greatly over the last few decades, but still clings resolutely to some traditions 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Vietnam 

By NeL Staveley 


“HONESTLY,” beams my guide from a 
suspiciously bad-looking tunnel. “It’s 
not that bad down here.” 

I’m not convinced. 

“They’ve made these tunnels twice 
as big as they were back in the war. 
They’re tourist-sized.” 

While unsure whether I’m offend¬ 
ed or encouraged, I do at least know 
that I now have no choice but to edge 
my tourist-sized bulk down into the 
dark, cramped, muddy hole - and not 
complain about how dark, cramped 
and muddy it is. 

Because the guide’s right, this 
maze of Cu Chi Tunnels, 70km north¬ 
west of Ho Chi Minh City, might be 
unbearably humid, feel hauntingly 
claustrophobic, and smell like damp 
mould, but this is the sanitised ver¬ 
sion; the Disney-esque take on what, 
more than forty years ago, in the 
midst of the bitter Vietnam War (or 
the American War, as the Vietnam¬ 
ese rightly call it) can only have been 
unimaginable hell. 

Even those not particularly well- 
versed in Vietnamese history will 
have heard about the infamous Cu 
Chi Tunnels, a 200km underground 
maze of deep, airless, water pipe-sized 
holes, sometimes three ‘storeys’ and 
15ft deep, where Viet Cong soldiers 
lived, fought and hid from American 
and South Vietnamese troops. 

It’s not the worst thing here either; 
there’s an exhibition of the infamous 
torture traps the Viet Cong used: 
leaves covering a bed of foot-long 
bamboo spikes, and a rolling set of 
spiked poles ready to snare a soldier 
up to his waist. Even today, sur¬ 
rounded by chattering tourists and 
behind the safety of a wooden fence, 
they make your blood run cold. 

But a bigger part of this warm, en¬ 
ergetic, swarming country is also 


here to tell you a very different story. 
Because four decades on from that 
civil war that threatened to bring the 
nation to its knees, Vietnam has nev¬ 
er stood taller. 

Last year, the country received a 
record number of visitors, and it still 
rates highly on every ‘destination hot- 
list’ for 2015. A number of fashionable 
new hotels, such as the A La Carte Ho¬ 
tel in Da Nang, about half-way up the 
country’s coastline and an hour’s 


flight from Ho Chi Minh City, are also 
an indication of exciting growth. “It’s 
changed quite a lot,” my guide shrugs. 

A lot, but, thankfully, not com¬ 
pletely. For all its post-war recon¬ 
struction and surging tourism, Viet¬ 
nam is in no hurry to surrender 
everything to progress. 

Hoi An, half an hour’s drive from 
the bustling Da Nang, was once a ma¬ 
jor 16th-century trading centre and 
is now a UNESCO World Cultural 


Heritage site. With its low, tiled hous¬ 
es, ancient markets and candle-lit 
night lanterns, it’s a very pretty tour¬ 
ist mecca. Yet an array of backpacker 
bars and trinket-selling street stalls 
reveal it’s embraced the 21st century. 

But hop on a small, old fishing boat, 
and half an hour later - via a few ex¬ 
cited, potentially boat-toppling chil¬ 
dren and a sweeping river view - and 
you’re in a tiny village, seemingly un¬ 
touched by modern times. Similarly, 


TRAVEL FACTS 

Nel Staveley was a guest of 
Hayes & Jarvis (01293 735 831; 
hayesandjarvis.com) who 
offers a nine-night multi-cen¬ 
tre, holiday to Vietnam from 
£l,749pp, saving up to £432pp, 
based on an October 2015 
departure. An excursion to 
the Cu Chi Tunnels by 
speedboat costs £66pp; Life 
as a farmer in Tra Que 
Vegetable Village costs 

£62pp. 


not far away, there’s Tra Que Vegeta¬ 
ble Village. Farmers explain how to 
sow seeds, cover them up, and water 
them. But it’s a careful, gentle, an¬ 
cient craft that I quickly realise I have 
no hope of emulating. 

Throughout Vietnam, hospitality 
is legendary. We’re kept refreshed 
with a constant supply of fresh fruit 
and cold flannels, and whenever we 
stop off at an array of brick and rice- 
noodle making villages, we’re forever 
met with herbal tea and offers of keo 
dua (local coconut sweets). 

Neighbouring Thailand has some¬ 
what stolen any chance of Vietnam 
winning the South-East Asia beach 
mantle, but it shouldn’t be the case. 

A fine example of the beach proper¬ 
ties found here is Fusion Maia Resort 
in Hoi An. Down on the beach, where 
you can take breakfast or a lantern-lit 
BBO dinner, it’s even more perfect. I 
enjoy sitting quietly on the sand and 
watching the bustling fishing boats, 
while a group of local children play 
football a few hundred yards away. 

It’s a scene offering a vibrant still¬ 
ness; a feeling of gentle, ambling 
calm alongside a joyous energy. And 
for me, that’s what Vietnam is all 
about. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




FIFTY SHADES OF GREY 

(18, 125 mins) Drama, romance 

SAM Taylor-Wood’s eagerly 
anticipated screen version of Fifty 
Shades Of Grey was always poised 
for a whip-cracking opening 
weekend. Critics might have been 
less than flattering about the book, 
giving it a sharp verbal spanking, 


but the public were seduced by EL 
James’ depiction of the intensely 
physical relationship between a 
college graduate and a handsome 
businessman and propelled the 
tome to the top of the bestseller lists 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 

In the UK, such was the clamour 
for copies of the paperback that 
Fifty Shades Of Grey opened the 
floodgates on a raft of books 
crudely dubbed ‘mummy porn’. 
Aside from the removal of one of 
the book’s most infamous scenes 
involving a tampon, the glossy big 
screen adaptation purportedly 
remains faithful to James’ text. 
Literature student Anastasia Steele 
(Dakota Johnson) interviews 
handsome and charming multimil¬ 
lionaire businessman Christian 
Grey (Jamie Dornan). Anastasia is 
bewitched by Christian and makes 
clear her desire for him. In order to 
get closer to the object of her 
amorous affections, the student 


submits to Christian and he 
introduces her to an erotically 
charged world of domination, lust 
and temptation. The British Board 
of Film Classification (BBFC) 
passed Fifty Shades Of Grey uncut 
as an 18 certificate for scenes of sex 
and nudity, along with the portrayal 
of erotic role play based on 
domination, submission and 
sado-masochistic practices. 
Ker-ching. 

LOVE IS STRANGE 

(15, 94 mins) Drama/Romance 

Love Is Strange is an elegant 
character study of two middle- 
aged gay men in a long term 
relationship, illuminated by two 
exquisite performances from John 
Lithgow and Alfred Molina. 
Familiarity breeds not just con¬ 
tempt but also disillusionment, 
suspicion and, ultimately, aching 
loneliness. 


Ben (Lithgow) and his partner 
George (Molina) have spent almost 
four decades together. George 
loses his job as a music teacher and 
without his steady income, the 
couple face the prospect of having 
to sell their highly desirable 
apartment. George moves in with 
Ted and Roberto, while Ben seeks 
shelter with Elliot, Kate and their 
truculent teenage son Joey, who is 


far from thrilled about sharing his 
bunk bed with an elderly gay 
uncle. The separation causes 
friction between family and friends. 

“All I know is that after 39 years 
it’s hard to fall asleep without you,” 
laments Ben to George. 

Love Is Strange treats all of the 
flawed characters with a delicate 
and even hand although our hearts 
invariably belong to the leads. 
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POTATOES: It’s vital to know the warning signs of diseases so you can save your crop 



et b ight ruin your crop 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editoriaL@kosmedia.com 


POTATO aficionados will now have 
their windowsills awash with trays, on 
which seed potatoes are being ‘chitted’, 
encouraging the sprouts to appear be¬ 
fore planting begins in earnest. 

But there can be problems - and po¬ 
tato blight is one of the most deadly 
diseases which can destroy your 
plants overnight. It’s caused by a 
Phytophthora fungus, P infestans, 
which turns the stems brown and the 
leaves yellow, causing the plant to 
collapse. It is always fatal although 
you may save later crops by removing 
top growth as soon as the blight is 
spotted. 

The first signs of blight are brown 
patches on the leaves. To minimise 
the risk, follow a three or four-year 
crop rotation, never growing pota¬ 
toes on the same piece of land more 
than once every four years, and earth 
up the plants regularly and deeply to 
protect the tubers. Use copper-based 
fungicides during warm, damp spells 
as a preventative measure. 

Alternatively, grow early potatoes 
which can usually be lifted before 
blight strikes, or grow resistant culti- 
vars such as Sarpo. 

Three of the most common threats 
to potatoes are pests - potato cyst eel- 
worm, slugs and wireworm. Eel- 
worms are minute worm-like crea¬ 
tures which attack the roots, causing 
plants to wilt and present reddish- 
brown cysts on the roots. Slugs and 
snails can be a major problem on 
heavy, wet soil. Attacks begin in Au¬ 
gust. Early lifting of maincrops may 
help reduce damage and slug pellets 


may help a little, although some slugs 
live permanently underground. Col¬ 
lect slugs and snails after rain or in 
the evening on damp nights and dis¬ 
pose of them. 

Wireworm is also a serious pest, es¬ 
pecially in wet summers as tubers 
can become riddled with narrow tun¬ 
nels made by the 3cm (lin) orange 
shiny larvae. There is no treatment or 


prevention, as no insecticide for use 
below ground is available. 

Other problems which may affect 
your crops include scab, a fungal dis¬ 
ease in which scabs - flat areas of 
rough skin pitted with shallow splits 
- appear. It is worse in light and limy 
soils but is only skin deep so won’t af¬ 
fect your potatoes if you peel them. 

The best way to deter it is to incor¬ 


porate plenty of organic matter when 
planting potatoes but don’t lime your 
soil. 

While there’s no treatment for 
some pests and diseases, there are 
things you can do to stop other prob¬ 
lems. If aphids invade your plants, 
spray them with insecticidal soap. If 
there’s a risk of a severe frost, cover 
the shoots of earlies with newspaper 


to prevent damage to plants. 

To boost your chances of success, 
always buy certified seed potatoes, 
work in plenty of organic matter on 
dry soil to retain moisture and help 
prevent scab and try the wide range 
of ‘resistant’ varieties on the market. 
Then hopefully when you harvest 
your crops you’ll find the spuds you 
like. 



maternity | baby and child | nursery and toys 

10% off 

& free delivery* 


Quote KSU51 online 
or bring this voucher into a store 


Visit ourWhitstable store: 

60-62 High Street, CT5 IBB 
Tel: 01227 262374 
Mon to Sat: 9:30am-5:30prm, 
Sun: 10am-4pm 


M/ays to keep in touch: 

U imw:i You fTO © $5 

dp 


■QWiuNil -■! 


www.jojomamanbebe.co.uk 0871 423 5656 


Sonina, VS 

^collection 


*10% offer not valid on sale items, multibuys, gift vouchers 
or Micro Scooters. The offer cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer. This voucher is valid until 31.03.2015. 
Free delivery to UK and Ireland. See website for full details. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


Week ending February 15,2015 53 





































































0 > 

V 



Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Just turn the 
lights back on 


THE whole of Kent is against street 
lighting being turned off. 

I would like to point out the total 
waste of electric power by the 
council, they are not saving money 
by turning off local lighting which 
is dangerous they are using monies 
saved to pay for the more than four 
miles of motorway lighting which 
is not required. 

One drives down the M20 quite 
safely from Ashford where there is no 
lighting, then, the last 4 miles before 
one reaches Cheriton the motorway is 
ablaze with lights...why? 

I have driven all over the 
country on many motorways and 
not come across this total waste of 
energy yet I have never heard 
anybody mention it...again why? It 
would be more to the point to turn 
those off. 

Have our great leaders in the 
council local or otherwise an 
answer? 

John R O’Neon, 

Folkestone 


NHS is piggy in 
the middle 


NHS managers rarely get a good 
press so I’d like to go some way to 
re-address the balance and support 
the chief executive of the Maid¬ 
stone and Tunbridge Wells NHS 
Trust, Glenn Douglas. 

All trusts have the impossible job 
of implementing a contradictory 
set of Government instructions 
that is claimed to be ‘health policy’. 

The Coalition’s ‘reorganisation’, 
according to the independent 
King’s Fund report published last 
week, has been damaging and 
wasteful. 

It starts with the Government 
insisting on “efficiency savings” (cuts 
to you and me), and it’s impossible to 
take £20 billion from the NHS budget 
without reducing staff. 

But then the Government and 
Care Quality Commission want 
staffing levels up to safer new 
standards. The trust then has to go 
to agencies to buy in the same staff 
they once employed at a higher price. 

So more staff are hired, the trust 
“overspends” and Monitor turn up 
(costing a fortune) and criticise 
management for not producing 
“efficiency savings”. 

Staff levels are cut to balance the 
books, and the COC turn up again 
(costing another fortune) to say 
the staffing levels are dangerous. 
Around we go again. 

It’s time to sack those (ie the 
politicians) who tie our health care 
up in bureaucratic knots and who 
think commercialising is the way 
forward. 

This is no way to run our NHS. 

We spend less on health than the 
other G7 countries. Investing more 
would produce much greater 
efficiency, but short-sighted 
politicians from the three main 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
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Bill on fracking is 
full of gaping holes 


WHILE we all welcome the fact 
that the 13 amendments meant to 
strengthen the regulation of 
fracking were adopted by the 
Commons at the end of January 
(KoS, 01.02), we fear that the 
devil is in the detail, and note that 
this is a sloppily drafted Bill. 

In Jamie Weir’s article you state 
that “areas of outstanding natural 
beauty (AONBs), sites of special 
interest and national parks will 
no longer be open to any sort of 
fracking, as well as any extraction 
in areas which could impact on 
water supplies”. Would that we 
could believe this! 

With reference to the first of 
these issues, the phrase “except 
under exceptional circumstances” 
remains in the Bill. This is very 
vague and therefore represents a 
large loophole. 

Even vaguer than this is the 
reference to stopping any 
extraction “in land which is 
located within the boundaries of a 
groundwater protection zone”. 

The area is not defined. If this 
were to be applied with rigour to 
protect our water, this would rule 
out fracking in the Bowland 
Shale, the UK’s richest source of 
shale gas. 

Other examples of dangerous 
vagueness in the wording of the 


parties can’t see past their 
obsession with “austerity”. 

Dr Paul Hobday, 

Prospective Parliamentary 
Candidate for Maidstone and the 
Weald for the National Health 
Action Party 

We need checks 
on food banks 


I HAVE to take issue on some of 
your comments about food banks. 
I do not know if these people are 


clauses are: 

“Unless independent 
inspections are carried out on the 
integrity of wells”; This could be 
someone contracted by the 
operator; 

“Unless monitoring has been 
undertaken on the site over the 
previous 12 month period” - 
monitoring for what, and by 
whom?; 

“Unless residents in the affected 
area are notified on an individual 
basis” - the area is not defined. 

Ten metres? One mile? 

There are more examples like 
this, all of which demonstrate that 
what was needed was a 
moratorium (as declared by 
Scotland and Wales) to enable 
proper analysis of all the issues 
surrounding unconventional 
energy extraction to be 
undertaken. 

And not a mere two hour 
airing of a badly drafted Bill that 
essentially leaves the industry 
self-regulating with the capacity 
to irreversibly damage 
underground water resources, 
pollute the environment and 
change all our lives for the worse. 

Rosie Rechter 

Chair, East Kent Against 
Fracking 


in genuine need but what I do 
know if you give something away 
for free without checks and 
balances, you create a demand - a 
demand which may not be 
genuine. 

I own flats and recently two of 
my tenants who are unemployed 
had their benefits changed and as 
such their money was suspended. 

Both went to the local food bank. 
They had to supply evidence they 
had been suspended. Both 
got £50 of food and £50 towards 
electricity. 

Yet no one came to their flats to 
see if they were in need, if they did 


they would have seen a full larder 
and full fridge-freezer, Neither of 
them stopped smoking, going to 
the pub, using the mobile or 
driving their car. 

Ten days later they were 
reinstated and their benefit was 
back-dated. Were they asked to pay 
back what they received from the 
food bank? No. 

My point is that before issuing 
this free food, surely someone 
should look into the background of 
who is receiving it. 

This in fact would help the 
genuinely needy and could help 
them manage their finances better, 
as sometimes people do fall on hard 
times and giving a helping hand 
can become a life saver. 

The problem with the system at 
the moment is it is too easy for 
those who are not in need, to take 
advantage of the system 

Martin Clarke, 
Sittingbourne 

M20 mess sends 
poor message 

MAY I draw your attention to the 
extraordinary amount of litter 
along the sides of the M20/A20 
between Ashford at junction 10 
and Dover. 

I have never before seen it so bad, 
what a bad impression it must give 
to tourists visiting this country, 
surely something must be done 
about it? 

Ted Prangnell, 

Ashford 

We’d be better 
off out of the EU 


THE numerous claims made about 
how necessary it is for us to be in 
the EU are disingenuous (KoS 
letters, last week). 

Any of the ‘positive’ incentives 
can be easily taken up locally and as 
for the ‘grants’, it’s a bit like giving 
somebody £100 and saying you 
couldn’t possibly manage without 
the £10 they gave you back! 

There are more jobs in the EU 
reliant on us, than the other way 
round and the EU buys more from 
us than we do them. 

To believe the whole of the EU 
will ‘cut off it’s nose to spite it’s 
face’ if we dare to go back to being 
independent, rather than run by 
this undemocratic and wasteful 
behemoth, is scaremongering in 
the extreme. 

You have to wonder at the 
motives of politicians, who even 
now with the evidence of the 
collapse of Greece and others, still 
think we should join the Euro! 

As usual their own self interests 
are put before the good of us and 
this country now billions in debt 
and wasting hundreds of billions, 
while importing immigrants the 
size of a small city each year. 

Phil Granger, 
West Mailing 
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Deal Pier 

by Chris Searson, 
Doer 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 

To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 

Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 



Moving Home? 


Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority No. 614527 


Tel: Ashford 01233 664711 | Tel: Canterbury 01227 768374 | Tel: Margate 01843 220274 | Tel: Herne Bay 01227 367355 


Buying & Selling Property 
All Residential Property Matters 
Family Law 

Wills & Estate Administration 
Solving Disputes 

Legal Experts for Individuals, Families & Companies 


Legal services for 


Individuals & Companies 
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ST MOST RECOMMENDED 

MANUFACTURER 

NATIONAL CAR AWARDS' 



Subaru XV Crossover 


EURO NCAP 

www.euroncap.com 

★ ★★★★ 

AWARDED 5 STARS 


■ Symmetrical All Wheel Drive 

■ 17" aluminium alloy wheels 

■ Rear vision camera system 

■ Cruise control 

■ 6 speakers 

■ Front seat heaters 

■ Bluetooth® 


x\l RANGE 


fROM 


m gqi 2 YEAR S INTEREST FREE FINANCE 

|s 


For a Subaru XV 2.0i SE. Vehicle shown is a 
Subaru XV 2.0i SE Lineartronic with optional 
extra of metallic paint. 


To book a Subaru Test Drive contact us today. 


Maidstone Subaru 

Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 9FB 

Telephone: 08433 933 625 

www.maidstonesubaru.co.uk Mon-Fri 9am - 6pm | Sat 9am - 5pm | Sun 10am - 4pm 


Subaru XV range fuel consumption in mpg (1/100km): Urban 32.1(8.8) to 41.5 (6.8). Extra Urban 47.9 (5.9) to 56.5 (5). Combined 40.9 (6.9) to 50.4(5.6). C02 146 to 160 (g/km). MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect 
real driving results. A 3 years free servicing covers manufacturers recommended service schedules for 3 years / 36,000 miles (whichever occurs first) and includes labour, parts and lubricants. Offer applies to the 1st owner, new retail sales only (excludes fleet and 
Motability). OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices and offers correct at time of going to press. Offers available 01.01.2015 until 31.03.2015, subject to availability. Terms of offer: 50% deposit 
followed by one final payment of 50% balance 2 years after deposit paid. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Finance is available to UK residents aged 18 years and over, subject to status. Subaru Finance is a trading style of International Motors 
Finance Limited, registered office at Charterhall House, Charterhall Drive, Chester, Cheshire, CH88 3AN. Model shown are for illustrative purposes only. t5 Year / 100,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Limited Warranty comprises of a standard 3 Year / 60,000 mile 
(whichever is sooner) Manufacturer's Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer, Subaru (UK) Ltd. *weloveanycar.com 2014 National Car Awards. 




SUBARU 


Confidence in Motion 





We all need some.. 



avante) 

care & support 


Are 


\ \ r WT' 

; oo earing for someone with dementia? 
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At Avante Care and Support we understand the stresses of caring for someone with dementia. This often means putting 
your own life on hold and can be both difficult and exhausting for the carer. 

As a result we have developed a short term respite service at our Bridge Haven care home called 'My Time'. This flexible 
service offers people, caring for loved ones with dementia, a respite break and some much needed time for themselves. 

Whether it's a 2 hour break or a full day we can help. 'My Time' allows you to leave your loved one at Bridge Haven care 
home, safe in the knowledge that they will receive specialist care and attention. 

Prices start from as little as £10 per hour. 

Bridge Haven care home, Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX 


For more information or to book 'My Time' online visit 

www.avantemytime.org.uk or call us on 0800 975 0900 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





Korean maker Kia aives 
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IN an era of downsizing and economical/ecologi- 
cal conscientiousness, Kia is refreshing its small 
car line-up. 

The compact end of the market is where compe¬ 
tition is stiffest and the profits slimmest, meaning 
that all contenders must be on their mettle. 

So, while there wasn’t much wrong with Kia’s 
offerings - especially when backed by an indus¬ 
try-leading seven-year/100,000-mile warranty - 
the Korean marque has pre-empted any fall-off in 
sales. 

Revamped versions of the racy Rio supermini 
and its small MPV counterpart, the Venga, are al¬ 
ready on sale, while the Picanto city car’s new 
look will be unveiled officially at the Geneva show 
shortly. 

The three/five-door Rio has had its sporty style 
enhanced with new bumpers, while the seats and 
dashboard have had a justifiable upgrade. 

In-car ‘tech’ - important to younger buyers - 
has also been boosted by touchscreen sat nav and 
DAB digital radio 

Most manual gearbox versions have a fuel-sav¬ 
ing, emissions-reducing engine stop/start sys¬ 
tem, which contributes towards the 1.1-litre die¬ 
sel model achieving an official fuel economy 
figure of up to 88.3mpg. 


Despite its practical dimensions, the Venga’s 
restyled front and rear ends have sharpened its 
looks and appeal, while specifications have been 
boosted and a Venga 4 flagship model added, 
which gets a panoramic roof as standard to en¬ 
hance the glassy cabin. Similar infotainment 
upgrades to the Rio are also available. 

Not surprisingly, the revised Picanto gets simi¬ 
lar attention: redesigned front and rear bumpers 


but, in line with the growing sophistication of the 
city car sector, options also include a new 14-inch 
alloy wheel design and optional sport pack. 

New chrome accents have also taken the inte¬ 
rior upmarket, complemented by three interior 
colour packs to enhance customisation choices. 

The sporty Red Pack, for instance, features 
black artificial leather and red cloth seats, plus 
high-gloss red and black door panel inserts. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


Week ending February 15,2015 57 










































36 monthly payments of 

£149 

Dealer deposit contribution 

£536 

Optional final payment 

£5,210.10 

Duration (months) 

37 

Customer deposit 

£149 

Total amount of credit 

£9,310 

Option to purchase fee 

£149 

Fixed interest rate p.a. 

5.92% 

Cash price 

£9,995 

Finance facility fee 

£99 

Total amount payable 

£11,507.10 

7.06% APR representative 


d 7 

RENAULT 


FROM £14? DEPOSIT AND £14? PER MONTH WHEN ORDERED By 51 MARCH 

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: 



FOUR YEARS 

WARRANTY 
& RENAULT 
ASSISTANCE 


MOTORUNE 

MAIDSTONE-0844 822 7112 
CANTERBURY-0844 822 7100 
ASHFORD-0844 822 7094 
WWW.MOTORLINE.CO.UK/RENAULT 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for All-New Renault Twingo SCe 70 are: urban 50.44 (5.6); extra- 
urban 72.43 (3.9); combined 62.77 (4.5). The official C0 2 emissions are 105g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test 
environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

4-e The 2015 4+ package applies to new vehicles when ordered from a UK Renault-approved dealer from 1 January 2015. All vehicles provided with 4 years’ warranty and Renault Assistance as standard. Warranty 4 
years/100,000 miles (whichever comes first). For full Renault Warranty terms and conditions visit www.renault.co.uk/warranty. For Renault Assistance terms and conditions visit www.renault.co.uk/assistance. Finance 
provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD171FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel 
Islands). Terms and conditions apply. Our dealership introduces customers to a limited number of financial providers including RCI Financial Services Ltd. Offer based on 6,000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. 
Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are available on featured new vehicles when ordered by 31 March 2015 and registered by 30 June 2015. Car shown with optional Powder Blue paint at £225. 
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The Twingo - the city car alternative 


French marque Renault’s third generation Twingo city car model is radical, 
clever, cheap to run and, above all, fun writes Steve Loader... 


C ITY cars must be the 

nightmare design brief. 

You can image the 
manufacturer saying: “It 
must be frugal, fun, 
compact and manoeuvrable, but 
carry at least four people in comfort 
and have a decent boot, oh, and don’t 
make it ugly.” 

So Mr Designer shuffles off, 
muttering “Cheers, thanks” before 
trying to work a miracle... and we 
are still waiting. 

But some efforts come closer to 
dream creation than others: 
Renault’s third generation Twingo 
(from £9,995) is one. 

The previous car (2007-2014) was 
too conventional: a small and rather 
bland three-door that shone in high 
performance guise, but not as 
eco-friendly urban runabout. 

The new car couldn’t be more 
different. It’s a cute five-door, 10cm 
shorter on the outside, but far roomier 
on the inside, and touches most of the 
aforementioned city car bases 
How has our frazzled Mr Designer 
created this? By sharing his prob¬ 
lems with his mate at Germany’s 
Smart, creating a rear engine/ 
rear-driven layout that also under¬ 
pins the forthcoming Smart ForFour. 
This has allowed what I rate as a 



proper city car because it delivers a 
turning circle of just 8.59 metres, 
with the front wheels swinging 
through an impressive 45 degrees. 

With four side doors and decent leg 
and head room for all four passengers 
it could even qualify as a miniature 
London cab, but for a modest boot 


dictated by the rear engine. 

Unlike some past cars of similar 
format, there is no luggage space 
under the bonnet either; Renault 
says this area was needed to beef up 
crash safety on such a compact car. 

To compensate for the modest 
188-litre boot though, the rear 



seatbacks can be set in a ‘cargo’ 
position at 90 degrees to boost 
volume to 219 litres, while still 
carrying two rear passengers. With 
the 50:50 split-folding rear seats 
lowered, the boot space rises to 980 
litres and a folding front passenger 
seat comes as standard - unique for 


Renault Twingo 
Dynamique Energy 


TCe 90 Stop 

Price: 

£11,695 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

VWUp 


the city car segment. 

You might now ask whether the 
rear engine and consequent light 
front end recreates the Achille’s Heel 
of classics like the VW Beetle and 
older Porsche 911s. 

But the Twingo fields all the 
modern driving aids to keep the little 
car on track Indeed, it’s good fun 
thanks to two lively three-cylinder 
petrol power options: a naturally 
aspirated 999cc 70bhp, and 898cc 
89bhp turbocharged unit. 

The former is cheaper to buy and 
run and doesn’t feel slow even if 
0-62mph in 14.5 seconds is modest 
and, besides, the lavish Twingo 
customisation options are what most 
customers are more interested in. 

My favourite is the turbo, as tested 
here. It costs more, but you’ll get that 
cash back in extra pace and flexibility. 



KIA VENGA SR7 FROM £ 13,335 
INCLUDING £750 CUSTOMER SAVING 
PLUS LOW RATE FINANCE ON PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE 


KIA RIO SR7 FROM £10,845 
INCLUDING £1,000 CUSTOMER SAVING 
PLUS £350 FINANCE DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION ON PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE 


KIA CEE'D SR7 FROM £14,650 




THE KIA RANGE 

WITH 3 YEARS' SERVICING FOR £99t 


INCLUDING £1,000 CUSTOMER SAVING 
PLUS £1,500 FINANCE DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION ON PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE 




Canterbury Kia 1 Westminster Road, Canterbury, CT1 1YY 01227 828210www.northgate-group.co.uk 


The Power to Surprise 


Now with over 

15,000 


reevooN 

Read the reviews at 
Kia.co.uk/reviews 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Kia 'SR7' range are: Urban 32.1 (8.8) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 53.3 (5.3) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined 42.8 (6.6) - 78.5 (3.6). 

C02 emissions are 149 — 94g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown: Kia Rio 3-dr 'SR7' 1.25 83bhp 5-speed manual @ £10,845 including £1,000 
customer saving, Kia cee'd 'SR7' 1.4 98bhp 6-speed manual @ £14,650 including £1,000 customer saving and Kia Venga 'SR7' 1.4 89bhp 5-speed manual ISG@ £13,335 including metallic paint with £750 customer saving. Customer savings vary by 
model derivative. Specification is subject to change without notice. Price, Reevoo score and number of reviews correct at time of going to press. t3 years' servicing (Kia Care-3) for £99 offer is only valid on applicable 'SR7' models. Log onto kia.co.uk/ 
sr7 for full details. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty, for terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Retail sales only. Subject to availability on vehicles registered between 07/01/15 and 31/03/15. 

Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 18's or over. Guarantee/ indemnity may be required. 10% minimum deposit required on cee'd. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Excess mileage 
charge 14.9p per mile. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. We are a credit broker (not a lender), we can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for 
the introduction. 25, 31 and 37 month terms. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Kia Motors Finance RFI1 1SR. 11480 
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BE RENEGADE 

THE ALL-NEW JEEP RENEGADE 


Versatile and thrilling, it's unlike any compact SUV you’ve ever driven. 

Get ready to Be Renegade. 

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE JEEP RENEGADE 1.6 M-JET E5+ 120HP SPORT WITH SPECIAL PASTEL PAINT AT £500 

Monthly On the Jeep Customer Amount Optional Final Total Duration of Rate of 

Payment Road Introductory Deposit of Credit Payment (inc £10 Payable by Contract Interest 
Price Launch option fee] Customer (months) (fixed) 


Representative 

APR 


Call us today to arrange a Test Drive: 

Northgate Garage (Canterbury) LTD, Northgate, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1FW. 
Tel: 01227 829930 


www.northgate-group.co.uk 


Monthly 

On the 

Jeep 

Customer 

Amount 

Optional Final 

Total 

Duration of 

Payment 

Road 

Price 

Introductory 

Launch 

Contribution 

Deposit 

of Credit 

Payment (inc £10 
option fee) 

Payable by 
Customer 

Contract 

(months) 

£199 

£19,195 

£1,000 

£4,119 

£14,076 

£8,304 

£19,388 

36 


Jeep E with 



OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR JEEP RENEGADE RANGE MPG (L/100KM): EXTRA URBAN 48.7 (5.8) - 70.6 (4.0), URBAN 32.1 (8.8) - 51.4 (5.5), COMBINED 40.9 

(6.91-61.4 (4.6), C0 2 EMISSIONS: 160 - 120 G/KM. Model shown Jeep Renegade 1.6 M-Jet E5+ 120hp SPORT with Special Pastel Paint at £500. Fuel consumption and C0 Z figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC 
directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Factors such as driving style, weather and road conditions may also have a significant effect on fuel consumption. Promotion available on new Renegade models registered by 31st March 2015. 
Introductory Launch Contribution only available in conjunction with Jeep Horizon PCP or Jeep Hire Purchase. With Jeep Horizon you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 
6p per mile for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. At participating Dealers only. Jeep Financial Services, P0 BOX 4465, Slough, SL1ORW. We work with 
a number of creditors including Jeep Financial Services. Jeep® is a registered trademark of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles US LLC. 
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£Kent on Sunday 
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ON MOBILE 

TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 0845 671 4460 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



MEDIA FIELD 


DARTFORD & GRAVESEND 

22K + COMPETITIVE BONUS STRUCTURE 

The Kentish Times is looking for a Media Field Sales 
Executive to support and increase its business in The 
Reporter covering Dartford and Gravesend 
You need to be ambitious, IT-literate, focused with a good 
eye for detail and a strong proven sales background 
You must be able to communicate well both verbally 
and in writing 

To find out more, email your CV to 

employment@archant.co.uk 



P BLUE SHIELD 

Part Time Office Assistant 

To work in a busy Insurance Office. 

Good telephone manner and computer literacy essential. 
Knowledge of Microsoft Office and Excel. 

Approx. 20 hours per week. 

Apply in writing to 

Mr B Garrard, Blue Shield Insurance Services Ltd, 

Prospect Road, Hythe CT21 5NS 

or email employment@blueshieldinsurance.co.uk 


BRITELITE 

WINDOWS 

Require 

DIRECT SALES 

professionals 

Why sell ordinary double glazing when you 
could be selling TRIPLE GLAZING for the same 
price! Loads of appointments waiting just for 
you! Top commissions with fast payout! 


0 BRITEUTE A 

Wifidukvi. D&on 4 CorMarvaiarMii, VyB 


Call JOHN BAXTER 
on 01622 350971 

for an initial chat! 

(Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) 



THE NEW SCHOOL AT WEST HEATH 

Ashgrove Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 1SR 


The New School at West Heath is a Specialist Independent Residential 
School for diverse range of needs, Co-Ed, age 10-19 providing education 
and therapy for male and female students with who have emotional & social 
communication difficulties. 

We are pleased to advertise a new position. 

HEAD OF 

EDUCATION OFFSITE (EOS) 

West Heath is seeking fully qualified teacher to lead our offsite education team 
The successful applicant will need to have experience of managing teams as 
well as having outstanding organisation and communication skills, Networking 
with community organisations and writing appropriate learning packages for our 
West Heath students are all part of the qualities we are looking for in this post. 
The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young adults. 

Successful candidates will be subject to an Enhanced DBS check 
Applications and JD can be found on the web-site www.westheathschools.com 
Contact lynne.mcgrath@westheathschool.com or tel: 01732 460553 
if you have any questions 
Closing date for applications is 2nd March 2015 


Swale Academies Trust 
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Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 

Pupil Intervention Manager 

Required for immediate start 
Salary range £17,302 - £19,031 

We are seeking a full time member of staff who will join our Inclusion Team working with the Deputy 
Head Pupil Engagement. Duties will include leading the pupil support provision, delivering intervention 
programs, dealing with behaviour management, supporting pupils and liaising with staff and parents/ 
carers. Applicants should refer to person specification and job description for full details. 
Flexibility, an ability to multitask and experience of working with young people is essential. 

Best Eight value added score places the school significantly above others nationally. 

Ofsted 2012 ‘OUTSTANDING’ 

Recruitment packs are available from Westlands School or online (www.westlands.org.uk). A covering 
letter of application should be included with your application form detailing how you meet the requirements 
of the job description and person specification. Please note that we cannot accept CVs alone. 
Closing date: 20 February 2015 (noon) 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. 

Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Headteacher: Mr S Cox MA Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 
Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 

Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 
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Find the employee you need. Advertise now! 


0845 6714460 


.co.uk 


IT PAYS TO ° 0 


N-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


ADVERTISE 
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Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales 
Office based Executive 

Plus bonus potential 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Office based Media Sales Executive 
in Ashford to support and increase business in our publications and online as we continue to grow. 

We want ambitious people to join our successful sales teams and are looking for 
IT-literate individuals who are task focused with a good eye for detail. 
You must be able to communicate well both verbally and in writing. 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and 
want to be part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately 

The exceptional benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance 
scheme (after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme,childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

To find out more: www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 
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Health Care Assistant 

- Term Time Only 

Act as on-site support for students requiring 
medical attention including escorting to 
hospital appointments, able to provide 
admin support and carryout domestic tasks 
i.e. bed making and general tidiness of the 
Medical Centre. Applicants must be prepared 
to fully contribute to the general welfare of 
students, be flexible and able to work as 
part of a small team. Experience of working 
with children, excellent use of IT packages 
and administration are essential plus a good 
working knowledge of and training in first 
aid. Hours are 37.5 per week, term time only, 
0730 - 1500 hours, Monday to Friday. 
Salary: £12,805 pa (payment is for 40 weeks 
a year & includes holiday payment). 
Closing; date: 

Midday, Wednesday 25 February. 
Interviews: Friday 27 February 

A package of benefits includes free meals 
whilst on duty, use of pool and gym on site. 
An application form and further details can be 
obtained from the School’s website: 

www.doyrms.com and emailing 
reception@doyrms.com or 01304 245023. 

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. Candidates must be willing to undergo child protection 
screening appropriate to the post including checks with past employers 
and via the Disclosure and Barring Service. 
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You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA I Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosnnedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

A pplication for Grant of 

New Premises Licence 

I Mark Lucas hereby give notice that I have made an 
application to the to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, 
Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR for grant of 
a new premises license the provision of licensable 
activities: 

Sale of Alcohol from 09.00 - 23.00 Sundays to 
Thursdays and Fridays, Saturdays and Bank Holiday 
Sundays from 09.00 -24.00 and 
Late Night Refreshment 23.00 - 24.00 Fridays, 
Saturdays and Bank Holiday Sundays 
In respect of the premises situated at 2-3 College 
Yard, Rochester, Kent ME1 1LB to be known by 
the sign of Crepe and Co Pancake Parlour. A Copy 
of the application can be inspected at the Licensing 
Department, Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock 
Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR during office hours 
or on our website at www.medway.gov.uk/licensing. 
Any person who wishes to make a representation 
in relation to this application must give notice in 
writing to: Licensing Unit at the Council Offices 
or by e-mail to licensing@medway.gov.uk by 5th 
March 2015 or by telephone 01634 337107 after 
which date no objections will be considered. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing 
Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly make a false 
statement in or in connection with an application for 
premises licence and the maximum fine on being 
convicted of such an offence is £5000. 

Stephen Thomas LAW, 

Solicitors for the Applicant, 

8, Grassmere, Leybourne, Kent ME19 5QP 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for Premises Licence 

We, the Chatham Maritime Trust, are applying for 
a new premises licence at: Dock Square, Maritime 
Way, Chatham ME4 4QZ. Our application is made 
to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, 
Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR. 

We are applying for the following licensable 
activities: Plays, films, live and recorded music, the 
performance of dance and the supply of alcohol on 
the premises only, between 10.00 and 23.00hrs every 
day; Late Night Refreshment 23.00 to 23.30hrs 
every day. 

Should you wish to make representations to the 
council it must be in writing and/or you can view 
our application by contacting the council on 01634 
337107 or 337108 by: 04/03/2015. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. 
A person guilty of an offence under this section is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
£5,000. 

For more information contact Licensing Unit by 
telephone: Licensing Services - 01634 337107 or 
337108; Enforcement - 01634 337112 or 337106 or 
by email: licensing@medway.gov.uk 
Write to: Licensing Unit, Medway Council, Gun 
Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR 

PLEASE MENTION 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLANNING 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y15/0093/SH# - Hucklebury House Boarmans Lane Brookland 
Romney Marsh Kent - Erection of a single storey side extension, 
together with other external alterations. 

Y15/0082/SH - 3 East Cliff House Radnor Cliff Crescent 
Folkestone Kent CT20 2JQ - Overall crown reduction of a Pine 
tree subject of Tree Preservation Order No. 11 of 2014, by a 
maximum of 0.75 metres 

Y15/0078/SH+ - Walnut Tree Mews High Street Hythe Kent CT21 
5LW - Formation of a first floor balcony to the rear elevation. 
Y11/0137/SH* - Land Adjoining Sir John Moore Barracks Military 
Road Sandgate Kent - Outline application for the erection of 5 
detached houses, including details of layout, scale and access, 
together with the change of use and conversion of Martello Tower 
6 to a residential holiday let and Martello Tower 7 and adjacent 
underground water tank to a dwelling, together with associated 
access road and engineering works, parking, landscaping and 
ancillary outbuilding to serve Martello Tower 6. 

Y15/0096/SH - Thomas Acre Farm White Horse Lane Wingmore 
Canterbury Kent - The development of a shared electronic 
communications base station comprising a 30m high lattice 
mast, six antennas, two 0.6m DIA dishes and six ground based 
radio equipment cabinets installed within a fenced compound 
Y15/0080/SH - Cirilla Radnor Cliff Crescent Folkestone Kent 
CT20 2JQ - Erection of a single storey side extension, formation 
of a balcony, and other external alterations, together with 
extension of existing garage to create a linked garden workshop. 
Y15/0074/SH+ - Selworthy Church Road Hythe Kent CT21 5DP 

- Extension and alteration to roof including installation of a front 
dormer window in connection with loft conversion, together with 
two storey rear extension. 

Y15/0075/SH+ - Point View Church Road Hythe Kent CT21 5DP 

- Extension and alteration to roof including installation of a front 
dormer window in connection with loft conversion, together with 
two storey rear extension. 

Y15/0071/SH - 90A Sandgate Road Folkestone Kent CT20 2BE 

- Change of use and conversion of existing office and maisonette 
to 2 self contained flats together with replacement doors and 
windows 

Y14/0829/SH+ - The Fishermans Landing Beach Range 
Road Hythe Kent - Section 73 Minor Material Amendment to 
conditions 2 and 6 of Y11/0284/SH (Redevelopment of former 
gas works site following demolition of existing fishmongers and 
huts to provide a mixed use development of 60 dwellings, 9 
commercial and recreational huts and conversion of two former 
lifeboat stations including change of use from assembly and 
leisure (Class D2) to fishmongers) to allow for alterations to and 
enlargement of blocks B and F and lowering of finished floor 
levels within the development 

Y14/1094/SH - Folkestone Primary Academy Park Farm Road 
Folkestone Kent CT19 5DN - Reserved matters application for 
details of appearance and landscaping for the construction of 84 
dwellings (Class C3) being details pursuant to Phase 1 of outline 
planning permission reference Y11/1132/SH. 

Representations can be made in writing either on line on 
the Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov. 
uk or in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental 
Health, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY. Please always quote the 
application reference number. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. Please note 
that any representations received will be publically viewable on 
the Council’s website. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New Romney 
+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health 
Shepway District Council 
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This man was in 
the news every 
day for 15 years... 


...he Isa widower and he lives alone. Bill once am hH own newspaper and magazine 
if and fruf having retired, united to do bis shopping and housework doe to severe 
mobility problems. Help was 0 luxury that be simply could not afford, hi t only income 
briny the stare pension. Following a referral to HewstrAid, Bill wen provided with advice 
which helped him secure additional income and a full rebate on his council tox. 
HemtrMd oho funded a mobility scooter whkh allows him to gain access to local shops 
and amenities. A great many people are employed In the news distribution trade - some 
just like Bill ore suffering through Illness and others may have iast fallen an hard limes. 
Are you retired or unable to work due to disability? Perhaps you know of 
someone who Has worked in the news trade who needs help7 

Call now on: 01371 874198 or visit: www.newstraidarg.uk 

NewstiAid 

The helping handjrf ihe News trade 

OLD^kBEN" 

NEWSPAPER !■ MA&AZfNE PUBLISHED D 1ST H?H UPON -WHOLESALE STAFF 
NEWSAGENTS - HFWE SHOP STAFF - STREET VTN MRS - ROUNDSMEN 
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Sport 

Edinburgh looks 
up table for Gills 



He is excited by his team and keen to keep it winning games 


EDINBURGH: Off to a good start as manager of the Gills 

Picture: ADY KERRY 


Football 


By Jamie Weir 

Jamie.Weir@archant.co.uk 


GILLINGHAM’S new manager Jus¬ 
tin Edinburgh got off to a great start 
with his side beating Peterborough 
2 - 1 . 

Edinburgh, who was unveiled to 
fans before the squad’s 2-0 win 
against Sheffield United, has said he 
was delighted with the team’s 
performance. 

The 45-year-old signed to the Gills 
on a two-and-a-half-year deal, saying 
that he was excited by the club’s 
prospects. 

He said: “The chairman’s drive and 
ambition for the club and the future 
was clear to see and after watching 
the squad closely there is develop¬ 
ment here. 

“The fan base is here, the ambition 


is here and the chairman said there is 
a ship ready to sail that needs a cap¬ 
tain. I feel I am the man to do that.” 

Gillingham, who had travelled 
away to Peterborough’s London Road 
stadium, initially struggled to get 
going. 

But after a difficult start to the 
game, the team found their feet with 
midfielder Bradley Dack putting them 
in the lead. 

Peterborough managed to equalise 
just before half time, but the Gills 
were in control when they came back 
out after the break. 

As the clock ticked away, all eyes 
were on Gillingham, and it was John 
Marquis who got the goal. 

The striker, who is on loan from 
Millwall, managed to tuck away a 
low cross just 11 minutes before the 
final whistle, with the Gills taking the 
full three points. 


Edinburgh said the win was a great 
way to kick off his time at Gillingham 
saying that he’ll be looking to help 
take the team up the table after a 
form slump saw them slip. 

He said: “We’ve got to look up rath¬ 
er than down, that’s me as a person. 

“You need to have an ambition to 
try and over achieve and that’s the 
task we’ll set the players. If you do that 
then you’re going to be successful.” 

Speaking about how he’ll keep 
pushing the team higher, he said: 
“You’ve got to play to the strengths of 
the players, there is a team here full of 
enthusiasm - maybe we need to tight¬ 
en up without the ball. 

“Your philosophy has got to be 
winning football matches with a cer¬ 
tain style, but winning breeds confi¬ 
dence and any person that has played 
football knows that plays a major part 
in the way you play.” 


Lacklustre Mos see championship slip away 


THE Dynamos saw their hopes of 
moving to the top of the NIHL 
South Division 1 slip away after a 
disastrous showing against league 
leaders Chelmsford Chieftains. 

The Mos fell to a 9-0 loss despite 
having home advantage when the 
game was played at their Silver 
Blades rink in Gillingham. 

Despite an early surge from the 
Mos, who knew a win would mean 
they could take the title, the Chief¬ 
tains held on and remained in con¬ 
trol of the game. 

Once they had survived the open¬ 
ing bombardment from the Dyna¬ 
mos, the Chieftains started to wear 
the Kent team down. 

The Chieftains managed to score 
their first goal after 12 minutes, with 
Daniel Hammond breaking free of 
the Mos defence, firing a sharp back¬ 
hander in from close range. 



KEVIN PARRISH: Manager under 
pressure as the Dynamos slip 


After that first taste of success, 
the floodgates opened, with the Dy¬ 


namos found frequently surrender¬ 
ing ground and allowing the Chief¬ 
tains to capitalise on their 
possession of the puck. 

Chelmsford made them pay with 
strong attacks while simultane¬ 
ously putting up good defences. 

The Chieftains managed to bank 
the next eight goals with little re¬ 
sistance, outclassing the Dynamos 
in what was a crucial game for 
them. 

Despite the embarrassing defeat 
for the Mos, they are still sitting 
fairly comfortably in the league. 

They currently sit second in the 
league ahead of a clash with mid¬ 
table Milton Keynes Thunder 
tonight. 

The team is unlikely to be in a title 
race though, the Chieftains com¬ 
fortably lead the division by two 
points, with three games in hand. 




BLUES: Under 18 squad could go all the way 

Manager backs team 
to lift the Ullman Cup 


MARGATE FC’s under 18 manager, 
Paul Robinson, has said that he 
believes the squad can win the John 
Ullman Cup after they beat Croyden 
FC under 18s at Hartsdown Park. 

The win took the team through to 
the quarter finals of the tournament. 

During the game, Blues players 
Seb Rowland and James Mileham 
scored the two goals, either side of 
the Croyden equalizer. 

Robinson thinks his team can go 
all the way now. 

He said: “I think we can win it 
definitely. We showed good 


character last night and we will play 
whoever we have to face and play 
the same against them.” 

The manager was full of praise for 
the squad, singling out Mileham for 
praise. 

He said: “James has missed a few 
chances in some games but he is a 
great lad. He is superb at holding up 
the ball and is a real target man up 
front. 

“He took his goal fantastically and 
deserves that but as a team we 
deserved the win and all the players 
deserve the credit.” 


Academy cricketers off on tour 


KENT County Cricket Club head 
coach Jimmy Adams has taken 
22-year-old all-rounder Fabian 
Cowdrey and three academy 
players to India on a ten-day tour of 
Andhra Pradesh in India to hone 
their skills. 

The group has gone to polish their 
cricket skills after being invited by 
the Andhra Cricket Association. 


They will be allowed to use the 
state’s cricket facilities, while also 
getting to work with local youngsters 
in the build up to the 2015 season. 

The group has already practised 
at the ACA-VCDA cricket stadium, 
taking the field against Andhra 
academy players and getting to bat 
against a wide variety of bowling 
styles. 


Dover exit FA Trophy 
after 2-1 Bath City loss 


THE Whites were knocked out of the FA 
Trophy after losing their quarter final 
replay to Bath City 2-1. 

The team lost the match - played away 
at Bath’s Twerton Park stadium - after the 
hosts scored two first half goals. 

Bath striker Dave Pratt grabbed the first 
goal and Chas Hemmings the second. 

Hemmings almost made it a hat-trick, 
hitting the woodwork with a free kick. 

In their previous match against Bath 
City, Dover had managed to come back 
from a two goal deficit, earning them¬ 
selves a 3-3 draw. 

But this time, the fairy-tale ending was 
not on the cards. 

Despite Whites defender Tyrone 
Sterling managing to steal a good goal 
back, and substitute James Poole coming 
close to equalising with a header the 
team’s fate was sealed. 

The loss saw Dover exit the FA Trophy, 
ending the team’s dreams of Wembley 
glory. They were the last Kent team left in KINNEAR : Unlikely to be 

the tournament. happy with the loss 


j_ V_ i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT drums or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport X Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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marlowetheatre.com 
01227 787787 (bkg fee) 
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